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CHAP. L 

THE DUKE OF HURGUNDV MARCHES FROM tHt 
CITY OF ROtfEN, WITH THE INTENTION OF 
COMBATING THE DUKE Of LANCASTEA AND 
THE ENGLISH.— -THE TWO ARMIES ARE EN- 
CAMPED OPPOSITE TO EACH OTHER AT 
TOURNEHEM*. . 

VlfHEN the duke of Lancafter was arrived at 
* Calais, as has been before mentioned, and 
had refreshed his army a little, he was not willing 
to remain there without performing fome warlike 
deeds upon the French: he therefore marched 
out with his tyo marfhals and full three hundred 
lances, with as many archers* They paffed 
through Guines f , and continued their march until 
they had crofied the river Doftre, and overran that 
whole country* They turned towards the abbey 

••• Toun^bem,— a ftwdi town of Artoie, bailiwick of St. 

Qm&» .: .;.. ... ' ) £», />.*: 

f Guinea,— a town in Picardy, two league* and a half from 
Calais. 
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of Liques *^ where they colle&ed a large booty, 
which they brought fafe with them to Calais. 

On another day, he made an efcCurfion towards 
Boulogne, where he did much damage to the flat 
countries, , 

The count Guy de St- Pol and fir Galeran his 
fon were at the time in the city of Terouenne, with 
many men at arms ; but they made no fally againft 
the Englifh, when they were on thefe expeditions, 
for they did not think themfelves fufficiently ftrong 
to oppofe them in the field. 

News was brought to the king of France, who 
at that time was holding his court at Rouen in the 
greateft pomp and magnificence, that the duke of. 
Lancafter was come to Calais, and that from thence 
he was daily making inroads into France. When 
the king and his council heard this, their minds 
were occupied on a different fubjeft ; for this fame 
week the duke of Burgundy was to embark with 
his whole army, confiding of upwards of three 
thoufand fighting men, to invade England. 

The king demanded from his prelates and coun- 
cil what was beft to be done, fuppofing the Eng- 
lifh had crofied the fea, whether to advance to 
them and offer battle, or to conrinue their plan of 
operation for the invafion of England. This laft 
propofition was given up, ilnd orders fent to the 
French army to break up their quarters in and near 
Rouen .as fooa a*, poflible^and to prepare every 
thing for marching towards Calais with the duke 



^ * Abbey of Liques,— dioc$£ of Boulogne fur mer. 
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of Burgundy. Such were the commands of the 
king of France, for lie was defirous of combating 
the Englifli on that fide of the water. 

The men at arms heard thefe orders with great 
joy, and were foon ready. The duke of Bur- 
gundy, with his whole army, took the field, and 
formed his march fo as to crofs the river Sommc 
at Abbeville. He continued until he came to 
Montrieul* fur mer, and from thence to Hefifinf 
and St. Paul J, where they halted for the rear of 
the army to join them. 

News was brought to the duke of Lancafter, 
that the French were on their march to offer him 
battle ; upon which the duke, with his whole army, 
left Calais, .and took up their quarters in the valley 
of Tournehem. He had not been long there 
before that gallant knight fir Robert de Namur 
came in grand array to ferve under him, with a 
hundred lances of good men at arms, accom- 
panied with knights and {quires. 

The duke of Lancafter was much rejoiced on 
his arrival, and laid : ' My good uncle, you arc 
heartily welcome ; for they lay that the duke of 
Burgundy is on his march, and wifhes to fight 
with us.' Sir Robert replied, * My lord, by 
God's help^we will willingly meet him/ 
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• Montrieul,— a town in Pkardy, feventeen leagues and a 
half from Calais. 

f Hefdin,-!-* ftiong town in Artois, eighteen leagues and a 
half fwn Calais. 

I St. PauJL— A finall town in Picardy, dioccfe of Beauvais. 
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The Englifti found good quarters in the valley of 
Tournehem, where they fortified themfelves with 
ftrong hedges, and there came daily to them pro- 
vifion in abundance from Calais, Their light horfc 
Icoured the country of Guines, but they gained 
little j for all die low countries had been fpoiled, 
arid their most valuable things carried for fafety to 
the adjoining fortrefles. 

The duke of Burgundy arrived with all his chi- 
valry, and fixed his tjuarters at the hill of Tour- 
nehem, where his marfhals immediately encamped 
thfc men at arms oppofite to where the Englifli 
lay. * 

The French lodged themfelves orderly, and 
without delay : they took up much ground, and 
with good reafon ; for I have had it mentioned to 
me as a certain faft, that the duke of Burgundy 
had under his command four thoufand good 
knights. Yoti may judge therefore of die great 
difference between the two armies. 

£ach army remained in diefe pofitions a con- 
fiderable time without doing anything; for the 
duke of Burgundy, notwithftandihg he wasfo much 
ifoperior in force, and had with him, of good men 
at arms, feven to one, would not engage without 
the pofitive orders of the king of France, his 
brother, who was not defirous of it. In truth, 
had the French come forward to battle, the Eng- 
lifh would not have refufed it ; for they were daily 
drawn out, and in re^dinefs to receive them. They 
had made every preparation, and each perfon 
knew what he was to do, ihorfd the enemy Ihew 
"'* ** L x any 



any inclination to fight : but becaufe they were fo 
(mall a body, and fo well fortified, they would 
not foolifhly lofe an advantage by quitting their 
camp. 

Some knights advanced from each army to 
ikirmifh ; and, as ufual in fuch cafes, fometimes 
Qne fide gained, and fometimes the other. 

The earl of Flanders, at this time, was very 
anxious for the honour and reputation of the duke 
of Burgundy, his fon-in-law : he refided in a hand- 
lbme houfe which he had lately built near to 
Ghent : he frequently heard from or fent to the 
duke, by meflengers who were conftantly em- 
ployed on this fervice. The earl ftrongly ad- 
viied his fon-in-law, for his own honour, not to 
exceed, on any account, the orders which he had 
received from his brother the king of France, or 
from his council. 

We will now return to the affairs of the diftant 
provinces, where the knights had frequently more 
employment, and met with adventures in greater 
abundance than any where elfe, on account of the 
war being carried on more vigoroufly* 
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chap. n. 

SIR JOHN CHANDOS DOES GREAT MISCHIEF TO 

THE PROVINCE OF ANJOU. HE DESPOILS THE 

ESTATES OF THE VISCOUNT DE ROCHE-CHOU- 
ART, EXCEPT THE FORTRESSES AND STRONG 
HOLDS. 

THVURING the time of this expedition to Tour- 
■■^ nehem, and in that neighbourhood, fome 
feats of arms were performed in Poitou, which 
ought not to be forgotten. Sir John Chandos, 
being fenefchal of Poitou, and a hardy and valiant 
knight, had a great defire to meet the French : 
he therefore did not remain long idle, but colleft- 
ed, during the time he paffed arPoitiers, a body of 
men at arms, Englifh and Poitevins, and faid he 
would make an incurfion with them towards Anjou, 
and return by Touraine, to look at the French 
who were aflembled in thofe parts. He fent infor- 
mation of the expedition he meditated to the earl 
of Pembroke, who was in garrifon at Montagne * 
fur mer, with two hundred lances. 

The earl was much pleafed with this intelli- 
gence, and would willingly have been of the party $ 
but his attendants and fome knights of his council 
prevented him. by faying ; c My lord, you are a 
young and noble knight, formed to excel : if you 



* Montagne,— a town in Saintpnge, on the Garonne. 
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at this moment unite yourfelf with fir Joha Chandos 
and bis army, he will obtain all the glory of the 
expedition, and you will be only named as his 
companion. It is therefore more proper for you, 
who are of fuch high rank and birth> to aft for 
yourfelf, and let fir John Chandos do fa on his 
part, who is but a knight-bachelor when com- 
pared with you/ 

Thefe and fuch like words cooled the ardour 
of the earl of Pembroke, who, having no longer 
any with to go, fent an excufe to fir John 
Chandos. 

Sir John would not, however, give up his en- 
terpriie, but ordered his rendezvous at Poitiers; 
from whence he marched, with three hundred 
lances, knights, and fquires, and two hundred 
archers. In this number were, lord Thomas 
Percy, fir Stephen Coflington, fir Richard de 
Pontchardon, fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt, fir 
Richard Taunton, lord Thoma? Spencer, fir Nelc 
Loring, die earl of Angus *, fir Thomas Banaftre, 
fir John Trivet, fir William de Montendre, fir 
Maubrins de Linieres, fir Geoffry d'Argenton, and 
feveral other knights and fquires. 

Thefe men, at arms and archers marched boldly 
fprth an4 in good array, as if going upon fome 



* David king of Scotland created fir John Stuart of Bonkill 
carl of Angus. He and his heirs held the eftates, but the Um- 
phravilles of England (the earl mentioned in the text) grafped 
at the title for many generations.— Pinkerton 9 * Hift* of Scotland \ 
volJu p. 7. 
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grind enterprise, and, tyring paflcd through die 
province of Poitou, entered that of Anjou. Whei* 
tkty were arrived in that country, they fixed their 
Quarters in the flat part? of it, and fedt out their 
light divifions to burn and deftroy every thing. 
They did infinite mifchief to this rich and fine 
country, without any one attempting to prevent 
them | and they remained there upwards of fifteer* 
days, efpeqiaUy in that part of it called the Lou- 
dtinois. 

They retreated from Anjou down the river 
Creufe, which feparates Touraine from Pbjtou $ 
and Qr John Chandos, with his army, entered the 
lands of the vifcount de la Rochechouart, where 
every, thing, excepting the fortrefies, was ruined, 
They advanced to the. town of Rochechouart, and 
Irigoroufly aflaulted it, but without effeft ; for 
there were excellent men at arms within it, com- 
manded by Thibault du Pont and Helyons de 
Talay, who prevented it from being taken or in-, 
jured. 

The Epglilh continued their march to Chau- 
vigny *, where fir John Chandos received inform- 
ation that the lord Louis de Sancerre, marfhal of 
France, with a great body of men at arms, were 
at la Haye f in Touraine. HTe was very defifaus 
to march that way, and fent in great hafte to the 
earl of Pembroke to fignify his intentions, and to 
beg of him to accompany him to la Haye in Toi^ 



• Chauvigny,—a town in Poitou, on the Vienne, fix leagues 
from Poitiers. 

I La Haye,-3-ca town in Touraine, pn the Creufe, 

raine. 
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rame s and that he would meet him at ChatelheJ 
raut*. Chandos the herald was the bearer of tfefar 
meflage. He found the earl of Pembrokf^aS 
Mortagne bufily employed in muftering his Jhea* 
and preparing, as it appeared, to make an excur- 
sion. He excufed himfclf a fecond time, by the 
advice of his council* faying he could not accom- 
pany him. 

The 'herald, on his return, found his mafter and 
the army at Chatelheraut, to whom he delivered 
his anfwer. When 'fir John Chandos heard it, he 
was very melancholy, knowing that pride and pre- 
fumption had made the earl refiife to be a party 
jn this expedition, and only replied, c God*t 
will be done/ He difmiflcd the greater part of 
his army, who feparated, and he, with his at* 
fendaats, returned to Poitiets. 



CHAP. III. 

THE LORD LOUIS D£ SANCERRE SURPRISES 

THE. EARL OF PEMBROKE. SEVERAL OF HIS 

MEN ARE SLAIN, AND THE EARL IS BE- 
SIEGED IN A HOUSE AT PUIRENON. 

\\7 E will now relate how the earl of Pembroke 

* profpercd. As foon as he knew that fir 

John Chandos had difbanded his army, and was 

.« ' ". ■ ' i ... i , , ,» „ ,, ., ,, 

f Chatelheraut,— a town in Poitou, on the Vienne. 

returned 
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returned to Poitiers, he afifembled his own forces, 
which confifted of three hundred Englifh and Poi- 
tevins, and marched from Mortagne, He was 
joined by fome knights and fquires of Poitou and 
Saintonge, as well as by fome Englifh knights 
that had been in fir John Chandos' army. 

Thefe men at arms, therefore, advanced under 
the command of the earl of Pembroke, and took 
the direft road to where fir John Chandos had 
been, burning aud defpoiling all thofe parts of 
Anjou which the firft had left, or which had been 
ranfomed. They halted to refrefh themfelves in 
the Loudunois, and then took the road for the 
lands of the vifebunx de Rochechouart, to which 
they did great damage. 

The French who were in garrifon on the fron- 
tiers of Touraine, Anjou and Poitou, confifting 
of a large body of men at arms, heard the whole 
truth of thefejwo excurfions, and how the earl 
of Pembroke, who was a young man, would not> 
through pride, ferve under fir John Chandos. 
They therefore refolved to conquer him, if they 
could ; for they thought they fhould more eafily 
defeat him than fir John Chandos. 

They made, in confequence, a fecret levy of 
their forces from all the garrifons $ and fir Louis 
de Sancerre, marfhal of France, took the com- 
mand of them. They marched all night to U 
Roche-pofay * in Poitou, which was in the French 
intereft. There were in this expedition, fir 
* ' . ■ ■ ■ ■ i I. i ■ . — — » 

■ * La Roche-pofay, — a :owa in Touraine, on the Creufe, 

,. Robert 
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Robert de Sancerre, coufin to the marfhal, fir 
John de Vienne, fir John de Bueil, fir William 
des Bourdes, fir Louis de St. Julien and Carnet le 
Breton; in the whole, feven hundred fighting 
men. 

The earl of Pembroke had finifhed his excur- 
fion, and re-entered Poitou, having completed the 
total deftru&ion of the vifcount de Rochechouart's 
eftate. In his company were, fir Baldwin de 
Franville, fenefchal of Saintonge, lord Thomas 
Percy, lord Thomas Spencer, the earl of Angus, 
fir John Orwich *, fir John Harpedon, fir James 
de Surgeres, fir John Coufins, fir Thomas de St. 
Alban, fir Robert Twiford, fir Simon Aufagre, fir 
Xohn de Mortain, fir John Touchet, aud feveral 
othersi 

The Englifh and Poitevins marched on without 
any thought or precaution; having heard nothing 
of theft men at arms : they had entered Poitou 
with all their pillage, and came, one day about 
noon, to a village called Puirenon, where they 
halted, after the manner of perfons in perfedt fecu- 
rity. But when the fervants were about to put the 
horfes in the ftable, and to prepare the fupper, 
the French, who well knew what they were about, 
entered the village 1 of Puirenon, with their lances 
in their j&fts, bawling out their cry, € Our Lady, 
for Sancerre the marfhal !' and then overthrew all 
they met in the ftreets. The noife became fo 



* Sir John Orwich. Q^ Barnes calls him fir Nele Loring. 
Why not Norwich ? 

violent 
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violent, that the Englifh ran to the head-quarter* 
with great alarm, to inform the earl of Pembroke, 
lord Thomas Percy, fir Baldwin de Franville and 
the others, that the French had fuddenly attacked 
and furprifed therti. Thefe lords were foon armed, 
and, fallying out from their hotels, colle&ed their 
men together; but they could not all aflemble* 
for the numbers of the French were fo confider- 
able that the Englifh and Poitevins were over- 
powered ; and, in this firft attack, more than one 
hundred and twenty were killed or made pri- 
foners. The earl of Pembroke and fomc knights 
had no other remedy but to retire, as quickly as 
they could, into an unembatded houfe, which 
belonged to the knights-templars, without a moat, 
and only enclofed with a ftone-wali All who 
could get there time enough fhut themfelves in: 
the greater part of the others were flain or made 
prifoners, and their arms and horfes taken* The 
earl of Pembroke loft all his plate. 

The French, who clofely purfued them* finding 
thofe who could get together had (hut themfelves 
up in this houfe, were much rejoiced, faying 
among themfelves ; c They muft be our prifoners* 
for they, cannot efcape, and we will make them 
dearly repay the damages they have done in Anjou 
and Touraine/ On which, they advanced to this 
houfe in regular order, and with a good will to a£ 
fault it : when they were come thither, it was 
evening : after they had examined it narrowly on 
all fides, to fee if it might bt eafily taken, they 
began the attack, in which were performed many 
1 gallant 
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gallant deeds of arms, for the French were in 
great numbers, and were all well tried men. 

They made different attempts on this houfe* 
which was very ftrong, and gave the earl of Pem- 
broke and his men enough to do ; for the Engliflv 
being ictfew, laboured hard to defend themlelves, 
as it was to them of the greateft confequence. 
Scaling ladders were brought, and fixed againft 
the walls, which fame bold adventurers mounted, 
with their ftiields over their heads to flicker them- 
lelves from ftones and arrows ; but when they 
were got to tfie top they had done nothing, for 
they found there, ready to receive them, knights, 
fquires, men at arnu r with lances and fwords, 
with which they handfomely fought hand to hand, 
and made theofr defcend much quicker than they 
had mounted. Add to this, that there were 
Englifh archers intermixed with thefe men at 
arms, at two feet diftance on the walls, who (hot 
fo weH that die French beneath fuffered much. 

The Engiilh continued under conftant alarm/ 
repelling thefe attacks until night, when the French, 
tired with fighting and fatigue, founded their 
trumpets for the retreat, faying they had done 
enough for one day, but that they would return 
to the attack on the morrow ; adding, that, as they 
could not efcape from them, they would ftarve 
them to furrender. They returned to their quar- 
ters in high spirits, and made merry, having placed 
a ftrong guard in front of the houfe to be more 
feeupe of their enimies. : 

It 
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It will Y-eadily be believed that the earl of Pem- 
broke and thofe who were thus blockaded wete 
not much at their eafe : they were aware that 
this houfe was not 'of fufficient ftrength to hold 
out long againft fo many men at arms, t It was 
as badly provided with artillery, to their great 
ibrrow, as with provifion ; but this laft was not of 
much confequence, for they could well faft a day 
and night, if neceflary, in defending themfelves. 

When it was dark, they entreated a fquire* an 
expert foldier, and in whom they placed great 
confidence, to fet out diredtly by a poftern, and 
ride as faft as he could to Poitiers, to inform fir 
John Chandos and his friends how awkwardly they 
were fituated, and to beg they would come to their 
affiftance ; in the hopes of which they would hold 
out until noon ; and, if he made hafte, he might 
eafily make this journey by early morning. 

The fquire, who perceived the extreme danger 
in which all the lords were, very cheerfully under- 
took it, but boafted a little too much of his know- 
ledge of the roads. He fet out about, midnight 
by a poftern-gate, and took the ftraight road, as 
he thought for Poitiers; but it fo fell out* that 
during the whole night he wandered about, until 
it was broad day, before he hit.upon the right 
road. 

At day-break, the French, who were befiegiog 
the Englifli at Puirenon as you have before heard, 
founded their trumpets to arm, faying it would be 
better to make their attacks in the cool of, ihje 
morning than in the heat of the day*. 

The 



The carl of Pembroke and the knights (hut up 
with him, inftead of fleeping, had fortified thcm- 
felves with whatever they could find, making ufc 
even of benches and {tones, which they had car- 
ried to the top of the walls. They found the 
French were preparing to renew the attack, and 
comforted each other upon it. 

Some time before fun-rife, the French were 
ready, when they marched by companies, and 
with great vigour, to the afiault of the hotel. 
They acquitted themfelves too well, arid having 
brought fcaling ladders, placed them againft the 
walls, mounting them with the utmoft eagernefs; 
covered by their fhields, otherwife they would not 
have ventured : it was held highly honourable to 
thofe who mounted the firft, as in truth it was a 
very brave aft* 

The Englifh were not idle nor faint-hearted in 
their own defence, but fought marvelloufly well, 
and flung down upon the fhields of the aflailants 
ftones and great beams of wood, with which they 
beat them fo feverely, that they killed or wounded 
feveral. They did their duty excellently well, and 
fp fmall a fort was nev6r feen to hold out fo long 
againft' fnch a force. This aflault continued from 
early dawn until fix o*clock. 
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CHAP. IV* 

31* J OHM CHANDOS COMES TO THE ASSISTANCE 
OF THE EARL OF PEMBROKE, BESIEGED Itf 
PUIRENOM. 

TJETWEEN fix and nine o'clock, after the heat 
^* of the attack, the French, indignant that the 
Englifli had made fo long a defence, fent orders 
to all the villagers thereabouts to bring pick- axes 
and mattocks to undermine the walls, which was 
what the Engliih were moft afraid of. The earl 
of Pembroke called one of his own fquires, and 
faid to him ; c My friend, mount a horfe, and 
fally out from the back gate, where they will 
make way for you, and ride as faft as poffible to 
Poitiers to fir John Chandos, to tell him our fitu- 
ation and the imminent danger we are in : recom- 
mend me to him by this token/ He then took 
off his finger a rich ring of gold, adding, c Give 
him this from me : he will know it well again.' 
The fquire, who thought himfelf much honoured 
by this commiffion, took the ring, mounted the 
beft courfer he could find, and fet off by the back 
gate during the attack, for they opened it for him. 
He took the road to Poitiers ; and, whilft he was 
making all the hafte he could, the afiault was car- 
ried on warmly by the Fk ich, and as vigorously 
oppofed by the Englifh : indeed, it behoved them 
fb %o do. 
"M We 
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We will now lay fomething of the firft fqmre, 
who had left Puirenon at midnight, and who, 
having loft his road, had wandered about all the 
night. When it was broad day, he knew his 
road, and made ftraight for Poitiers ; but, his 
horfe being tired, he did not arrive there until 
about nine o'clock, when he difmounted in the 
fquare before the hotel of fir John Chandos, and 
immediately entered it, having learnt that he was 
at mafs : he approached him, and, falling on his 
knees, delivered his menage. 

Sir John Chandos, who had not yet recovered 
his vexation at the earl of Pembroke's refufal to 
join him in his expeditions, was not very eager to 
give him afliftance : he coldly faid, * It will be 
almoft impoflible for us to get there in time and 
hear the whole mafs.' Soon after mafs the ta- 
bles were fpread, and dinner fet out. His fer- 
vants afked fir John, if he would dine : c Yes,* 
faid he, ' fince it is ready,' and then entered the 
hall, where his knights and fquires had preceded 
him with water to waih his hands. As he was 
thus employed, and before he fat down to table, 
the fecond lquire from the earl of Pembroke en- 
tered the hall, and, having knelt down, drew the 
ring from his purfe, faying ; * Dear fir, my lord 
the earl of Pembroke recommends himfelf to you 
by this token, and entreats you moft earneftly to 
come to his afliftance, and_ refcue him from the 
imminent danger he is ntfw'm at Puirenon.' 

Sir John Chandos took the ring, and, having 
examined it, knew it well. He then replied, * It 
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'will not be poflible for us to arrive there in time, 
if they be in the fituation you defcribe/ He 
added, * Come, let us dine.* Sir John feated him- 
fclf with his knights at table, and eat of the firft 
courfe: as the fecond was ferved, and indeed 
begun on, fir John Chandos, who had much 
thought on this bufinefs, raifed his head, and, 
looking at his companions fpoke as follows, 
which gave much pleafurc to thofe around him* 

c The earl of Pembroke (a lord of fuch high 
birth and rank that he has even married a daughter 
of my natural lord the king of England, and is 
brother in arms as in every thing elfe with my 
lord of Cambridge,) entreats me fo courteoufly 
that it behoves nie to comply with his requeft to 
fuccour and refcue him, if it be poflible to arrive 
in time/ He then puftied the table from him, 
and, riling, faid to his knights and fquires, c Gen- 
tlemen, I am determined to go to Puirenon.' This 
was heard with joy, and they were loon ready to 
attend him. The trumpets founded, and every 
man at arms in Poitiers was mounted in the beft 
way he could ; for it had been fpeedily told abroad, 
that fir John Chandos was marching to Puirenon, 
to the afliftance of the earl of Pembroke and his 
.army* who were there befieged by the French. 

When thefe knights and fquires took the field, 

they amounted to upwards of two hundred lances, 

and increafed every moment. They marched with 

all hafte : news of this was brought to the French, who 

-had conftandy been engaged at this afiault from day- 

ifaeak until noon, by their fpies, who faid j c Dear 

lords, 
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lords, look well to yourfelves; for fir John Chan> 
dos has marched from Poitiers with upwards of 
two hundred lances, and is advancing with great 
hafte and a greater defire to meet with you.' 

When fir Louis de Sancerre, fir John de Viennc, 
fir John de Beuil and the others who were prefent, 
heard this, the beft informed among them faid * 
€ Our men are tired and worn down by their af- 
faults upon the Englifh, yefterday and to-day : it 
will be much wifer for us to make a handfome 
retreat with all we have gained, and ourprifoners* 
than to wait the arrival of fir John Chandos and 
his company, who are quite frefh j for we may 
lofe more than we can gain/ 

This plan was immediately followed, for there 
was ndt a moment to lofe : the trumpets were or- 
dered to found a retreat: their men affembled in a 
body, and, having fent off their baggage, they 
themfelvcs took the road to la Roche-pofay. 

The earl of Pembroke and thofe with him, ima* 
gining the French muft have had fome intelligence, 
faid among thehifelves ; * Chandos muft certainly 
be on his march, for the French are. retreating, not 
daring to wait his coming : come, come, let us 
immediately quit this place and take the road to- 
wards Poitiers and we fhall meet hirA.' Thofe 
who had horfes mounted them : and others went 
on foot, and feveral rode double. They thus left 
Puirenon, following the road to Poitiers : they had 
fcarcely advanced a league before they met fir 
John Chandos and his army in the condition I 
have before toldj fome on hcrfeback, fome on 

C*2 foot, 
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foot, and fome riding double. Much joy was 
fhewn on both fides at this meeting j but fir John 
faid, he was forely vexed that he had not been in 
time to have met the French. They rode toge- 
ther converfing for about three leagues, when they 
took leave of each other and feparated. Sir John 
Chandos returned to Poitiers ; the earl of Pern* 
broke to Mortagne, the place he had marched 
from ; and the marlhal of France and his army 
to la Roche-pofay, where they refrelhed them- 
selves and divided their booty; they then retired 
to their garrifons, carrying with them their pri- 
foners, whom they courteoufly admitted to ran^ 
fom, as the French and Englifti have always been 
accuftomed to aft towards each other. 

We will now return to the armies in Totfrnehem ; 
and fpeak of the death of the moft courteous, 
noble and liberal queen that ever reigned in her 
time, the lady Philippa of Hainault, queen of 
England and of Ireland. 



CHAP. V. 

THE DEATH OF QUEEN PHILIPPA OF^ENGLAND t 
SHE MA£ES THREE REQUESTS TO THE KING ON 
HER DEATH-BED.— -SOME FRENCHMEN, HAV- 
ING ATTACKED THE ENGLISH CAMP AT TOUR- 
NEHEM, ARE REPULSED BY SIR ROBERT t>E 
NAMUR. 

DURING the time that fuch numbers of noble- 
men of the kingdom of France were af- 
fcmbled at Tournehem under the command of the 

duke 
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duke of Burgundy, and the duke of Lancaft 
was encamped with his army in the valley oppofi 
to them, a circumftance happened in England, 
which, though fo very common, was not the lefs 
unfortunate for the king, his children, and the 
whole kingdom. That excellent lady the queen 
of England (who had done fo much good, and 
during her whole life had aflifted all knights, la- 
dies and damfels who had applied to her, who had 
had fuch boundleis charity for all mankind, and 
who had naturally fuch an affection for the Hain- 
ault nation, being the country from which fhe 
fprung,) lay at this time dangeroufly ill atWind- 
forrcaftle, and her diforder daily increafed, 

When the good lady perceived her end ap- 
proaching, fhe called to the king, and, extending 
her right hand from under the bed-clothes, put it 
into the right hand of the- king, who was very 
forrowful at heart, and thus fpoke ; ' We have 
enjoyed our union in happinefs, peace, and prof- 
perity : I entreat, therefore, of you, that on our 
feparation, you will grant me three requefts.' The 
king, with fighs and tears, replied ; ' Lady, afk : 
whatever you requeft (ball be granted.* ' My 
lord, I beg you will acquit me of whatever en- 
gagements I may have entered into formerly with 
merchants for their wares, as well on this as on 
the other fide of the fea. I befeech you alfo to 
fulfil whatever gifts or legacies I may have made, 
or left to churches, here or on the continent, 
wherein I have paid my devotions, as well as what 
I may have left to thofe of both fexes who have 
C 3 been 
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been in my fervice. Thirdly, I entreat that, when 
it fhall pleafe God to call you hence, you will not 
choofe any other fepulchre than mine, and that 
you will lie by my fide in the cloifters of Weft- 
miniter/ The king, in tears, replied, c Lady, I 
grant them.' 

Soon after, the good lady made the fign of the 
crofs on her breaft, and, having recommended to 
God the king and her youngeft fon, Thomas, who 
Was prefent, gave up her fpirit, which, I firmly 
believe, was caught by the holy angels and carried 
to the glory of Heaven j for fhe had never done 
any thing, by thought or deed, that could endan- 
ger her lofing it. Thus died this queen of England, 
in the year of grace 1369, the vigil of the aflump- 
N tion of the Virgin, the 1 5th of Auguft*. 

Information of this lofs was carried to the Eng- 
lifh army at Tournehem, which greatly afflifted 
every one, but particularly her fon the duke of 
Lancafter. However, as there is ito death but 
what muft be paffed over and forgotten, the Eng- 
lifh did not negleft tokeep up very drift difcipline in 
their camp, where they remained a long time facing 
the French. 

.' ft happened that fome of the French knights 
and fquires, feeing the enemy every day before 
their eyes, held a converfation, and, after difcuf- 
feng the matter, agreed to meet on the morrow, at 
day -break, to (kirmifh with them, and beat up the 
guard. 

• * Seg ter monument in Gouges Sepulchral Monuments, 

- 1 ** There 




There were upwards of three hundred knights 
and fquires, the greater part of them from the 
Vermandois, Artois, and Corbiois, who had en- 
tered into this agreement, and, without mention- 
ing it to their marfhals, had each informed the 
other of their intentions. When the morning 
came for this expedition, they were all ready 
armed, mounted, and afiembled. They rode forth 
in this array, nothing doubting of fuccefs, and 
began to make a circuit round the hill of Tour- 
nehem, in order to gain an advantageous polkion, 
and to fall upon one of the wings of the Englilh 
army. 

This wing was allotted to fir Robert de Namur 
and his people. Sir Robert had been on guard 
that night, but towards day-break had entered his 
tent, and was then fitting at fupper, quite armed, 
except his helmet, and the lord Defpontin* with 
him. The French at this moment arrived at the 
quarters of fir Robert, which were alfo thofe of 
fome other German and Englifb Lords ; but the 
guard very fortunately had not difarmed them- 
felves : they immediately oppofed the Frenchmen 
who came up fpurring and galloping, and checked 
their career. News ibon reached fir Robert that 
his men were fighting, having been attacked by 
the French. In an inftant, he pufhed the table 
from him where he had been feated, and faid to 
the lord Defpontin, ' Come, come to the aifift- 
ance of our men.' Inftantly he fixed his helmet 



• Lord Defpoi 



Q_ Barnes calls him lord of Ponthieu. 
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on his head, and ordered his banner, which was 
placed before his tent, to be diiplayed. Some one 
faid, c My lord, fend to the duke of Lancafter, and 
do not engage without him.' He bluntly replied. 
c Not I: I (hall go the lhorteft way I can to help 
my men. Thofe may fend to my lord of Lancas- 
ter who will ; but let all who 15 ve me fellow me.* 

He then advanced, fword in hand, to meet the 
enemy : the Lord Defpontin and fir Henry de San- 
celle were with him, as well as his other knights, 
who dire&ly engaged in the battle, having found 
theimnen fighting with the French, in great num- 
bers, and who, to fpcak truth, ought to have done 
much this day : but no fboner did they perceive 
fir Robert dc Namur marching with his banner 
than they wheeled about and gave up their plan, 
for they thought the whole army was ready to fall 
on them : indeed, it was lb in different parts of the 
camp, for the fun was now rifen. 

A Vermandois knight was flain under the banner 
of fir Robert de Namur, called fir Robert de Cou- 
logne, who was much regretted j for he was rich, 
amiable, and courteous, and an honourable knight 
in every ftation. 

Thus ended the affeir. The French retreated 
without doing any thing more, for they were afraid 
of greater lofs than gain. Sir Robert did not puN 
foe them farther than was wife, but brought back 
{lis men when he found the enemy was quite gQne, 
$i4 returned to his quarters. 

CHAP. 
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THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY AND HIS ARMY DE- 
CAMP WITHOUT -A BATTLE. THE DUKE OF 

LANCASTER RETURNS TO CALAIS. 

OINCE this laft affair, nothing happened worth 
*-) relating. It was very difpleafing to many on 
both fides that they thus remained fo long without 
a battle : every day it was faid, ( We fhall engage 
to-morrow ;' but that morrow never came; for, 
as I have faid before, the duke of Burgundy would 
not act contrary to the orders of the king. The 
orders he received were very ftrift ; for there were 
continually meflengers going from the king to the 
duke, and from the duke to the king on this fub- 
jed. 

At laft the duke of Burgundy, as I was then in- 
formed, having confidered that he was encamped 
at a very heavy expence, and could not remain fo 
much longer with any honour; for he had upwards 
of four thoufand knights, while the enemy was but 
a. handful in comparifon, with whom, however, he 
had not fought, nor had had any intentions of ib 
doing: the duke, I fay, fent fome of his knights 
to lay his fituation before the king, and to explain 
to him his wilhes. The king thought the duke 
judged rightly, and ordered him, on the receipt 
pf his letters, to break up his camp, to difmifs 
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his army, and come to Paris, where he himfelf was 
going. 

When the duke received thefe orders, he lent 
for the principal lords of his ariny, and told them 
fecretly their contents j faying, c We muft break 
Tip our campj for the king fends for us back-* 
When it was midnight, thofe to. whom he had 
given this information, haying packed up eveiy 
thing, were mounted, and had fet fire to their 
quarters. At this hour, fir Henry de SanceHc was* 
returning to his tent, having been on guard with. 
' fir Robert de Namur's men, to whom he was at- 
tached 5 and feeing firft one* then two, and then 
three fires in the enemy's camp, he faid to him- 
felf, 'Thefe French think, perhaps, to furpjife 
us : they Have the appearance, of intending it. Let 
lis go/ faid he to thofe near him, c to fir Robert's, 
tent, and awaken him, that, ihould it be 1% he 
may be prepared in time/ Sir Henry went thU 
ther, and, calling his chamberlains, told them, 
they muft: inftantly awaken fir Robert; They 
went to his bed-fide afid fir Henry de SanceUo 
with them, who awakened him, and told him 
all that he had feen. Sir Robert made anfwer* 
f We fhall foon hear other aews : let our men 
be inftantly armed and made ready/ He him- 
felf was foon armed. When his men were 
drawn up, he had his banner difplayed, and 
marched to the tent of the duke of Lancafter^ 
who was arming alfo, for he had received fimilar 
information. It was not long before the different 
lords came thither, one after another : as t}iey ar- 
rived* 



Hved, they were drawn up, and remained quiet, 
without any light. 

The duke of Lancafter ordered his marfhals to 
march the archers to where he hoped the French 
would make their attack, if they came; for he 
certainly expected a battle. When they had re- 
mained at their pofts for two hours, and faw no 
one advancing to them, they were more furprifed 
than before. The duke called to him his lords, 
and alked them what he had beft now to do. 
Some replied one thing, and forne another, and 
each defended his own opinion. The duke, per- 
ceiving that valiant knight fir Walter Manny, 
faid; * And you, fir Walter, what do you advife?* 
■ I do not know,' replied fir Walter; 'but, if you 
will follow my advice, I would draw up my men 
to. arms and archers in order of battle, and 
would advance (lowly ; for, as it will Jbon be day, 
we (hall then fee clearly before us.* 

The duke afTenred to this propofal : but others 
were of a contrary opinion, and advifed him not 
lo march from where he was. 

This difcLiffion continued until orders were 
given for fome of the troops of fir Robert de 
Namur and fir Waleran de Bourne * to mount their 
horfes, becaufe they were lightly accoutred and 
rode well. Thirty horfemen were chofen from the 
beft mounted, and fent off towards the French 
camp. 



• Sir Waleran de Bourne. Q^_ Barnes call) him Van Bor- 
Whilft 
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Whilft they were gone on this expedition* fir 
Walter Manny, addrefling the duke, faid ; c My 
lord, never believe me again, if thefe French be 
not fled : mount your horfe, and order the others 
to do the fame, that you may purfue them, arid I 
will engage you will have a fine day of it/ 

The duke replied, * Sir Walter, I have hitherto 
always followed the advice of my council, and io.t 
tend now doing fo ; for I can never believe that fo 
many brave men at arms and noble knights would 
thus run away. Perhaps the fires we fee may have 
been lighted to entrap us, Our fcouts will foon 
return, and then we fhall know the truth.' 
* As they were thus converfiog, the fcouts re- 
turned, and confirmed all that fir Walter Manny 
had thought : they faid they h^d found none but 
feme poor vi&uallers, who followed the army. Sir 
Walter Marjny gained great credit. The duke 
went to his tent to diftrm ; he would that day have 
dined in the French camp, but the fire was too 
great : he and his men at arms, however, fupped 
there, and took up their quarters on the mountain 
for the night, and made themfelves comfortable 
with what they found there. On the morrow they 
decamped, apd returned to Calais. 

The duke of Burgundy, when he marched off* 
made his quarters at St. Omer, where htftnd all 
his army remained until they were difbanded, and 
every man returned to his home. There was afterr 
wards much trouble to re-aflcmble them again, 



*i:riv; chap: 



CHAP. VII. 



T h 



THE EARL OF PEMBROKE, DESIROUS OF AVENG- 
ING HIMSELF FOR THE DEFEAT HE RECEIVED 
AT PUIRENON, MAKES AN INCURSION TO 

ANJOU. THE ABBEY OF ST. SALVIN IN 

POITOU IS BETRAYED TO THE FRENCH, AND 
FORTIFIED. 
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"*HE fame week, that the armies quitted Tour- 
nehem, the earl of Pembroke (who was in 
Poitou, and had been much mortified at the de- 
feat he had fuffered from fir Louis de Sancerre, fir 
John de Vienne, fir John de Bueil and the others 
at Puirenon, as has been related) refolved to have 
i revenge, if polfible ; and for this end he 
narclied from Mortagne with his army, which 
ronfifted of about two hundred lances, and came 
to Angouleme, where the prince received him 
moft courteoufly. The earl entreated of him per- 
mirfion to lead another expedition, and to lend him, 
fome of his men, as he was very anxious to avenge 
himfelf of the affronts he had fuffered from the 
French. The prince, who had much affection for 
him, immediately granted his requeft. Sir Hugh 
Calverly was juft returned from his excurfion into 
the county of Armagnac, with five hundred fight- 
ing men ; and the prince gave him leave to accom- 
pany the earl of Pembroke in his intended expe- 
dition. 
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He alfo requeftcd the company of fir Louis de 
Harcourt, fir Guifcard d'Angle, fir Percival de 
Coulongne, the lords de Pons, de Partenay and de 
Pinane, lord Thomas Percy, fir Richard de Pont- 
chardon, and feveral knights of the prince's houfe* 
hold, who willingly accepted the invitation, for 
they were ready for any excurfion : fb that, when 
they were afiembled, they amounted to five hun- 
dred lances, three hundred archers, and fifteen 
hundred foot foldiers, armed with pikes and fhields, 
who followed the army on foot. This army march- 
ed, under the command of the earl of Pembroke 
as their leader, and took the road towards Anjou : 
where they no fooner arrived than they began to 
dcftroy, and to do every damage to the country 
they patted through, by razing caftles and forts, 
burning fuch towns as could not hold out againft 
them, and levying contributions on all the flat 
country as far as Saumur. * on the Loire. They 
gained poflefiion of the fuburbs, and began an 
aflault on die town; but they could not take it y 
for fir Robert de Sancerre was in it with a large 
body of men at arms, who defended it from fuf- 
fering any damage : all the country round about 
it, however, was pillaged, burnt, and ruined. 

Sir Hugh Calverlv and his divifion advanced to 
a bridge on the Loire, called le Pont de Ce f ; 
when he defeated thofe who guarded it, took the 
bridge, and placed fuch a garrifon of his own men 
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• Saumur, — on the Loire, diocefe of Angers. 

f Pont de Ce. — Pont de Se,— two leagues from Angers. 

there, 
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there, after he had fortified it well, that they kept 
poffeflion of it for a long time. 

The Englilh, in this expedition, took a large 
abbey called St. Maur *, on the Loire, which 
they repaired and fortified, and placed therein a 
confiderable gafrifon, which, during rhe cnfuing 
winter and fummer, did great mifchief to the ad- 
jacent country. 

At this time, there was in Poitou an abbey 
which ftill exifts, called St. Salvin j", fituatcd feven 
leagues from Poitiers ; and in this abbey there was 
a monk who hated the abbot, as he afterwards 
(hewed. It was on account of this hatred which 
he bore him that he betrayed the abbot and .the 
whole convent, and delivered up the abbey and 
the town to fir Louis de St. Julien and to Carnet 1c 
Breton, who took pofleffion of it, repaired it, and 
made it a ftrong garrifon. 

Sir John Chandos was much vexed at St. Salvia 
being thus furprifed, and not being able to retake 
ttj for, as he was fenefchal of Poitou, he was 
angry that fuch a houfe fhould have been taken ia 
his government, and declared, that if he fhould 
live long enough, he would have it again by fome 
means or other, and make them pay dearly for the 
infult they had put upon him. 

We will now quit Poitou, and return to the 
duke of Lancafter. 



• St. Maur, on the Loire, ele&ion of Sanmur. 
f St Salvin, — St, Savin,— a village in Poitou, ele&ion of 
Poitiers. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



THE COtfftTY OF ST* POL IN PICARDY IS PIL- 
• XAGBD AND RUINED BY THE ENGLISH.—* 
SIR HUGH DE CHASTILLON IS TAKEN PRI- 
SONER. 

* 

XX7 HEN the duke of* Lancafier had tetreated 
" to Calais after the decampment of Tour-* 
nehem* as has been before related, and had re- 
frefhed himfelf and men for three days, he re^ 
folved, by advice of his council, to draw out his 
troops, and make an excurfion into France. His 
marfhals, the earl of Warwick and fir Roger Beau- 
champ, were ordered to mufter the army, which 
orders they very readily obeyed, for they were 
defirous of making an inroad on France, 

The men at arms and archers marched from 
Calais in excellent array : every man was apprifed 
^what he was to do, and where he was going. The 
firft day's march was only five leagues from Calais, 
On the morrow, ther came before St. Omer, 
where there were many Ikirmilhes at the gates * 
but the Englifh did not make any long halt : they 
continued their march, and that night encamped 
on the heights of Herlault*. On the third day, 

. * Heriault. Q^ if not Heriflart ; but that feems to be too 
great a diftance, 

."*:... they 
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they arrived at the city of Terouenne *, where 
was the count de St. Pol with a large company of 
men at arms. The ' Englifh did not halt, but 
continued their march, taking the road to Hef- 
din f, and fixed their quarters at night on a fmall 
river. 

When the count de St. Pol found that the 
Englifh were taking the road to his country, he ' 
knew they were not going thither for his good, for 
they hated him too much : he fet out, therefore, 
in the night, and gave the government of the city 
to the lord de St. Py and fir John de Roye £ ; 
and, riding hard, he arrived at his town* of St. 

Pol J, ^ 

The Englifh came before the place very early on 
the morrow morning, and feveral fevere fkirmHhes 
happened $ but the arrival of the count was fortu- 
nate for Jrimfelf and for the 7 town, as he, with the 
affiftance of thofe who had accompanied him, pre- 
vented the place from being taken. The duke of 
Lancafter, therefore, and his army refreftied them- 
felves at their eafe in the county of St. Pol, which 
they overran, and did great damage to all the flat 



* Terouenne— -is now in ruins. It was taken by Henry VIII. 
by a ftra^agem of pointing wooden guns painted, which were 
thought to he real ones, and threatening to batter down the 
town, if not furrendcred. 

f Hefdin,-— r-a ftrqng town in Artois, on the Canche. 

t Two of my MSS. have different names, the lord de 
Sathpy, fir Guy de Roye. One has fir John de? Roye. 

|| St Pol,— *a town hi Artois, five leagues from tiefdin. 

Vol. IV. D country. 
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country. They advanced tp the caftle of Perils *V 
where the countefs dowager refided. They ex- 
amined well the fort, and the duke founded the 
depth of the ditches with a lance : notwithftanding 
this, they made no attack, though they fhowed 
' every appearance of it. They made no long ftay, 
but continued their march, and went towards Lu- 
cheux f, & handfome town, which belonged to the 
qount. They burnt the town, and, without 
to^chipg the cattle, continued their road for St* 
Riquier £. 

The EngUfti did not inarch more than three or 
four leagues a-day, fo that they burnt and deftroy- 
ed all the countries they pafled through* They 
croiled the river Somme at Blanchetaque below 
Abbeville, and then entered the country of Vi- 
meu |1, with the intention of pufhing forward to 
Harfleur on the Seine, in order to burn the navy 
of the king of France. 

The count de St. Pol, and fir Moreau de Fi- 
ennes, conftable of France^ with a large body of 
men at arms, purfued and hovered about the 
Englifh army, fo that they could not disperse nor 
quit the ftraight road, but were obliged to keep 
in a compaft body, to be ready to combat the 
French (hould they be fo inclined. 



• Caftle of Pernes,— a town in Artois, three leagues from 

St. Pol. 

f Lucheux,— a town of Picardy, near Doulens. 

I St. Riquiftic— an ancient town in Picardy, two leagues 

and a half from Abbeville. 

[| Vimdu,— in Picardy, St. Valery is its capital. 
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In this manner they marched through Vimcu 
and the county of Eu : entering the archbifhop- 
rick of Rouen, they palled Dieppe, and then 

continued their march until they came before 
Harfleur, where they fixed their quarters. 

The count de St. Pol had out-marched them, 
and had entered the town with two hundred lances, 
at the utmoft. The Englifh remained three days 
before Harfleur, but did nothing : on the fourth, 
they decamped, and returned through the lands of 
the lord d'Eftouteville, whom they did not love 
much, and burnt and deflrroyed the whole or 
greater part. They then palled through Vexin 
Normand in their way to Oifemont *, to recrofs 
the Somme atBIanchetaque. 

Sir Hugh de Chaftillon, mafter of the crofs- 

tws in France, was at this time captain and go- 
vernor of Abbeville. When he heard that the 
duke of Lancafter was returning that way, he 
armed himfelf, and ordered twelve of his people 
to do the fame. On mounting their horfes, he 
faid he was going to view the guard of the gate 
of Rouvray, that it might not be wanting in de- 
fence, and that the Engliih fhould not find it too 
weakly guarded. It was early in the morning, and 
■there was a thick fog. 

Sir Nicholas Louvaine, who had been fenefchal 
of Ponthieu, and whom, this very year, fir Hugh 

t Chaftillon had taken and ranfomed for [en thou- 
1 Oifemont, — 3 market- town in Picardy, Ere kagues from 
beville. 
D 2 find 
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find francs, remembered this fo forely that, having 
a great defire to recover his loffes, he fct out on the 
point of day from the duke's army, accompanied by 
only twenty men. As he was well acquainted with 
alL the roads and pafles of that country, having 
tefided there for upwards of three years, he in- 
tended lying in ambufcade between Abbeville and 
the caftle of Rouvray, in the hope of taking fomc 
prize: he had croffed a fmall rivulet which ran 
through a marfh, and hi4 himfelf and men in fome 
old uninhabited houfes. 

Sir Hugh never dreamed that the Englifh would 
form an ambufcade fo near the town. Sir Nicolas 
aqd his men kept themfelves very quiet : they per- 
ceived fir Hugh de Chaftilloft riding down the roa4 
which leads to. Rouvray, with only twefae others, 
armed at all points* except his helmet, which one 
of hi& pages bore on a courfcr behind him. He 
crofled the little rivulet, and made for the gate of 
Rouvray to fee what the guard of crofs-bowmen 
were about, and to enquire if they had heard or 
fcen the Engliflu ' 

When fir Nicholas Louvainc, who was on the 
watch, faw him* he recognifed hiip dire&ly, and 
was more rejoiced than if any one had given him 
twenty* thoufand francs. He fallied out from hrs 
ambufh, faying i c Follow me : here is what I 
wilhed for : it is the matter of the crofs-bows. 
and I afk for nothing better/ Then flicking fpurs 
inta his horfe, and pointing tys lance, he came 
upon fir Hugh, crying, s Surrender, ChaftiUon, 
OS thou art a dead man/ Sir Hugh, who was. 

much 
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much puzzled to conjecture whence thefe men 
could come, had neither time to put on his helmet 
nor to mount his courfer: finding himfelf in fuch 
a ftrait, he afked, ' To whom arn I to furrendcr ?' 
Sir Nicholas replied, * To Louvaine, to Lou- 
vaine.* In order, therefore, to avoid the danger 
he could not efcape from, he faid, ' I furrender.' 
He was then taken, and told, ' Ride on quickly, 
for the army of the duke of Lancafter marches on 
before us.* On this occafion was (lain, a very 
valiant citizen of Abbeville, called Lawrence 
Dancons *, who was much regretted. 

Thus was taken and entrapped fir Hugh de 
Chaftillon, at that time matter of the crofs-bows 
in France and governor of Abbeville, through the 
good fortune of fir Nicholas Louvaine : with 
which capture the duke of Lancafter and the 
Englilh were much rejoiced. On the other hand, 
the inhabitants of Abbeville were exceedingly 
vexed at it ; but for the prefent they could not 
better themfelves. 

The Englifh marched on, crofled the Sorhme at 
Blanchetaque, and then patted through the towns 
of Rue fur mer and Montrieul fur mer, until they 
at laft arrived at Calais. The duke of Lancafter 
there difmifTed ail the foreigners, when fir Waleran 
de Bourne and the Germans departed. The duke 

I returned to England, arid the Germans to their own 
country, as there was not any intention of conti- 
nuing the war until the enfuing fummer, for now 



Dancons. My two MSS. have Denwls. 
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Martinmas was paffed : but the' duke informed 
them, that in the approaching fpring, he fhould 
crofs the fea with a greater force than he had 
hitherto done, and fhould entreat his coufins the 
dukes of Gueldres and Juliers to accompany him 

intq France. 

We (hall now be filent as to the affairs of Pi- 
canty, for indeed nothing of great moment 4iap- 
i pened fince this time, and return to Poitou, where 
warlike deeds were oftener performed. 
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, CHAP, JX* 

Sip. JOHN CHANDOS IS SLAIN IN A SKIRMISH.— 
THE FRENCH AT FIRST VICTORIOUS, ARE IN 
THE END DEFEATEP. 

QlR Johrf Chandos, being fenefchal of Poitou> 
U waa ferioufly affli&ed with the lofs of St, Salvin : 
he was continually devifing means to retake it, 
whether by aflault or by fcalado was perfedly in- 
different to him, fo. that he could gain it. He 
piade ipany nightly ambufcades, but none fuc- 
ceeded ; for fir Louis, who commanded in it, was 
very watchful, as he knew the capture of it had 
highly angered fir John Chandos. 

It happened that, on the night preceding the eve! 
of the new year (1370), fir John Chaadesrwho 

- * refided 
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refilled in the city of Poitiers, had fent out 
his fummons to the barons and knights of Poitou 
to come to him 'as fecretly as they could, for he 
was going on an expedition. The Po'itevins would 
not refufe him any thing, being much beloved by 
them : they obeyed his fummons, and came to 
Poitiers. Sir Guifcard d'Angle, fir Louis de Har- 
court, the lords de Pons, de Partenay, de Pinane, 
de Tannaybouton, fir 1 GeofFry d'Argenton, fir 
Maubrun de Linieres, lord Thomas Percy, fir 
Baldwin de Franville, fir Richard de Pontchardon, 
came thither, with many others. 

When they were all aflembled, they were full 
three hundred lances.' 

They left Poitiers in the night, and no one, 
except the principal lords, knew whither they were 
going. The Englifh, however, had fcaling lad- 
ders, and every thing they might have occafion 
for with them. They marched to St. Salvin; and, 
when there arrived, were told what was intended ; 
upon which they all difmounced, and, giving the 
horfes to their valets, the Englifh defcended into 
the ditch, Tt was then about midnight. 

They were in this fituation, and would very 
Ihorrly have fucceeded in their expedition, when 
they heard the guard of the fort wind his horn. 
The rcafon was this. That very night Carnet le 
Breton had come from la Roche-pofay, with forty 
lances, to St. Salvin, to requeft fir Louis de St. 
Julwn to accompany him In an expedition to Poi- 
tou: he therefore awakened the guard and thofe 
within the fort. 

D + The 
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The Englilh, who were on, the op£ofite fide, 
ignorant of the intentions of this body of French- 
men wanting to enter the fort, thought they had 
been feen by the guard, or that fpies had given 
information of their arrival to the garrifon. They 
immediately left the dichy and faid ; c Let us 
away y for this flight we have been difappointed 
in our fcheme.' They mounted their horfes, and 
advanced in a body to Chauvigny on the river 
Creufe* two (hort leagues diftant* 

When all- were arrived there, the Poitevins 
aflced fir John Chandos if he wifhed them to re- 
main with him : he anfwered, c No : you may re- 
turn in God's name : I will to-day ftay in this 
town.' The Poitevins, departed, and with them 
fome Englilh knights : in all, about two hundred 
lances. 

Sir John Chandos entered a hotel, and ordered 
a fire to be lighted. Lord Thomas Percy, fenef- 
chal of la Rochelle, and his men remained with 
him. Lord Thomas aflced fir John Chandos if 
he intended ftaying there, that day : c Yes,' re«* 
plied fir John : c why do you aflc ?' 5 Becaufc, fir* 
if you be determined not to go further, I lhall 
beg of you to give me leave to make an excur- v 
fion, to fee if I ihall meet with any adventure/ 
c In the name of God, go then/ replied fir John. 
Atthefe words, lord Thomas Percy, fet out, at- 
tended by about thirty lancet Sir John Chandos 
remained with his own people. Lord Thomas 
croffed the bridge of Chauvigny, taking the 
longeft road to Poitiers, having left fir John 
i'j Chandos 
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Chandos quite low fpirited for having failed in his 
intended attack on St. Salvin. He continued in the 
kitchen of the hotel, warming himfelf at a flraw 
fire which his herald was making for him, con- 
verfing at the fame time with his people, who 
very readily patted their jokes in hopes of curing 
him of his melancholy. 

After he had remained fome time, and was pre- 
paring to take a little reft, and while he was 
afking if it were yet day, a man entered the hotel, 
and came before him, faying, * My lord, I bring 
you news/ 'What is it?* afked fir John. c My 
lord, the Fitnch have taken the field/ * How 
doft thou know this ?* c My lord, I fet out from 
St; Salvin with them/ 'And what road have they 
taken?' * My lord, that I cannot fay for a cer- 
tainty; but it feemed to me they followed the 
road to Poitiers/ c And who are thefe French ?' 
€ My lord, they arc fir Louis de St. Julien and 
Carnet \€ Breton, with their companies/ c Well, 
it is indifferent to me/ replied fir John : i I have 
no* any inclination to exert myfelf this day : they 
may be met with without my interference/ 

He remained a confiderable time very thought- 
ful: after having well confidered, he added; 
/ Notwithftanding what I have juft faid, I think 
I fhall do right to mount my horle * for at all 
events I muft return to Poitiers, and it will be 
loon day/ c It is ^well judged/ jeplied the 
knights who were with him. Sir John ordered 
every thing to be got ready, and his knights hav- 
ing done the fame, they mounted ..and fet off, 

taking 
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taking the road to Poitiers, following the couHe b£ 
the river. The French might be about a good 
league before them 9 n this fame road, intending to 
crofs the river at the bridge of Luffac *. The Eng- 
lifh fufpe&ed this from perceiving the tracks of the 
horfes, and faid among themfelves* * Either the 
French or lord Thomas Percy are juft before us.'* 
Shortly after this converfation, day appeared •, for 
in the early part of January the mornings begin 
to be foon light* The French might be about a 
league from the bridge of Luffac, when they per- 
ceived lord Thomas Percy and his men on the 
other fide of the river. Lord Thomas had before 
feen them, and had fet off full gallop to gain the 
bridge. They faid, c There are the French : they 
are more in number than we are j let us haften to 
take advantage of the bridge.' * 

When fir Lewis and Carnet faw the Englifti cm 
the oppofite fide of the river, they alfo made 
hade to gain the bridge : however the Englifk 
arrived firft, and were mafters of it. They all 
difmountcd, and drew themfelves up to defend 
and guard it. 

The French likewife difmounted on their ar- 
rival, and giving their horfes foi 4 the fervants te> 
lead them to the rear, took their lances, and ad- 
vanced in good order, to attack the Englifh and 
win the bridge. The Englifh ftood firm, al- 
though they were fo few in comparifon with the 
enemy. 



# Luilac,— a town in Poicoa, diocefeof Poitiers 

: ' Whilft 
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Whilft the French and Bretons were confider- 
ing the moft advantageous manner to begin the 
oinfet, fir John Chandos arrives with his company ^ 
his banner difplayed and flying in the wind. 
This was borne by a valiant man at arms, called 
James Allen, and was a pile gules on a field ar- 
gent. They might be about forty lances, who 
eagerly haftened to meet the French. As the 
Englifh arrived at a fmall hillock, about three 
furlongs from the bridge, the French fervants, 
who were between this hillock and the bridge,, 
law them, and, being much frightened, faid, 
c Come away : let us fave ourfelves and our 
horfes.* They therefore ran off, leaving their 
mafters to fhift as well as they could. 

When fir John Chandos, with difplayed banner 
was come up to the French, whom he thought 
very lighdy of, he began from horfeback to rail 
at them, faying ; c Do you hear, Frenchmen : 
you are mifchievous men at arms : you make in- 
curfions night and day at your pleafure : you take 
towns and caftks in Poitou, of which I am fenef- 
chal. You ranfom poor people without my leave, 
as if the country were your own ; but, by God, 
it is not. Sir Louis, fir Louis, you and Carnet 
are too much the mafters. It is upwards of a 
year and k half that I have been endeavouring to 
meet you. Now, thanks to God, I do fo, and 
wiB tell you my mind. We will now try which 
of us is the ftrongeft in this country. It has been 
often told me, that you were very defirous of 
feeing me: you have now that pleaftrfe. I am' 

John 
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John Chandos : look at me well ; and, if 
pleafe, we will now put to the proof your great 
deeds of arms which are fo renowned.' 

With fuch words as thefe did fir John Chandos 
greet them : he would not have wifhed to have 
been any where elfe, fo eager was he to fight with 
them. 

Sir Louis and Carnet kept themfelves in a 
clofe body, as if they were willing to engage; 
Lord Thomas Percy and the Engli(h on the, other 
fide of the bridge knew nothing of what had 
paffed, for the bridge was very high in the middle^ 
which prevented them from feeing over it. 

During this fcoffing of fir . John Chandos, a 
fireton drew his fword, and could not refift from 
beginning the batde : he ftruck an Englifh fquire* 
named Simkih Dodenhale, and beat him fo much 
about the breaft with his fword that he knocked 
him off his horfe on the.ground. Sir John Chan- 
dos, who heard the rioife behind hirti, turned 
round, and law his fquire on the ground and 
perfons beating him. This enraged him more 
than before : he faid to his men, c Sirs, what are 
yoti about ? how fuffer you this man to be (lain ? 
Difmount, difmount:' and at the inftant he was 
on foot, as were all his company. Simkin was 
refcued, and the battle began. a 

Sir John Chandos, who was a ftrony and bold 
knight, and cool in all his undertakings, had his 
banner advanced before him, furroiinded by his 
men, with the fcutcheon above his arms, he him- 
felf was dreffed in a large robe which fell to the 

ground, 
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jppound, blazoned with his arms on white farcener* 
argent a pile gliles ; one on his breaft, and the 
other on his back ; fo that he appeared refolved 
on fome adventurous undertaking ; and in this 
ftdte, with fword in hand, he advanced on foot 
towards the enemy. : 

This morning there had been a hoar froft, whic;h 
had made the gtound flippery; fo that' as he 
marched he pn tangled his legs with his robe, 
which was of the longeft, and made a ftumble : 
during which time a fquire, called James de St, 
Martin (a ftrong expert man), made a thruft at 
him yfith his lance, which hit him in the face, 
below the eye, between thq nofe and foreheads 
Sir John Chandos did not fee the aim of the ftroke, 
for he had loft the eye on that fide five years agOj 
on the heaths of Bourdeaux, at the chace of a 
ftag : what added to this misfortune, fir John had 
not put down his vizor, fo that in ftumbling he 
bore- upon* the lance, and helped it to enter into 
him. The lance, which had been*ftruck from a 
ftrong arm, hit him fo feverely that it entered as 
far as the brain, and then the fquire drew it back 
to him again. 

The great pain was too much for fir John, fa 
he fell to the ground, and turned twice over in 
great agony, like one who had received his death 
wound. Indeed, fince the blow, he never uttered 
a word. His people, on feeing this mifhap, were 
like madmen. His uncle, fir Edward Clifford, 

■ 

Jiaftily advanced, and ftriding over the body, 
(for the French were endeavouring to get pofifef- 

fion 
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Surgeres, and fcveral others. They were full two 
hundred lances, and were feeking for the French ; 
for they had received information that diey we're 
out on an excurfion, and were then following the 
traces of their horfes. They came forvrards, 
therefore, with difplayed banners fluttering in the 
wind, and marching in a difordcrly manner. 

The moment the Bretons and French faw them 
they knew them for their enemies the barons and 
knights of Poitou. They therefore faid to the 
Eqglifh : c You fee that body of men coming to 
your affiftance: we know we cannot withftand 
them : therefore, calling each by his name, c you 
are our prifoners ; but we give you your liberty, 
on condition that you take care to keep us com- 
pany; and we fuirender ourfelves to you, for we 
have it more at heart to give ourfelves up to you 
than to thofe who are coming.' They anfwered, 
f God's will be done.* The Englifti thus obtained 
their liberty. 

The Poitcvins foon arrived, with their lances in 
their refts, fhouting their war-cries ; but the Bre- 
tons and French, retreating on one fide, laid, 
€ Holla ! ftop my lords : we are prifoners already. 
The Englifti teftified to the truth of this by add- 
ing, c It is fo : they belong to us.' Carnet was 
prifoner to fir Bertrand de Caflilies and fir Louis de 
St. Julicn to fir John Chambo : there was not 
one, who had not his mafter/ 

Thefe barons and knights of Poitou were ftruck 
with grief when they faw their fenefchal, fir John 
Chandos, lying in fo doleful a way, and not able to 

* lpeak 



fpeak. They began grievoufiy to lament his lois, 
laying; ' Flower of knighthood ! oh, fir John 
Chandos ! curfed be the forging of that lance which 
wounded thee, and which has thus endangered thy 
life.' Thofe who were around the body moft 
tenderly bewailed him, which he heard, and an- 
fwered with groans, but could not articulate 
a word. They wrung their hands, and tore 
their hair, uttering cries and complaints, more 
efpecially thofe who belonged to his houfe- 
hold. 

Sir John Chandos was difarmed very gently by 
his own fervants, laid upon fliields and targets, 
and carried at a foot's pace to Mortemer, the 
neareft fort to the place where they were. The 
other barons and knights returned to Poitiers, 
carrying with them their prifoners. I heard that 
James Martin, he who had wounded fir John 
Chandos, fufFered fo much from his wounds that 
he died at Poitiers. 

That gallant knight only furvived one day and 
night. God have mercy on his foul ! for never 
fince a hundred years did there exift among the 
Englifli one more courteous, nor fuller of every 
virtue and good quality than him. 

When the prince, princefs, earls of Cambridge 
and Pembroke, and the other Englifli knights in 
Guienne heard of this event, they were completely 
difconcerted, and faid, they had now loft every 
thing on both fides of the fea. Sir John was 
fincerely regretted by his friends of each fex : and 
fome lords in France bewailed his lofs. Thus it 

Vol. IV. E happens 



happens through life. The Englilh loved him fof 
all the excellent qualities he was poffeffed of. The 
French hated him becaufc they were afraid of him. 
Not but that I have heard him at the time re- 
gretted by renowned knights in France ; for they 
faid it was great pity he was (lain, and that, if he 
could have been taken prifoner, he was fo wife and 
full of devices, he would have found fome means 
of eftablifliing a peace between France and Eng- 
land ; and was lb much beloved by ' the king of 
England and his court that they would have be- 
lieved what he fhould have laid in preference to all 
others. Thus were the French and Englifh great 
lofers by his death, for never have I heard other- 
wife i but the Englilh the moft, for by his valour 
and prudence Guienne might have been totally re- 
covered *. 



* Sir John Chandos was buried at Mortemer. Underneath 
is his epitaph, from les Annales d'Aquitaine par Bouchet. 

Je Jehan Chandault, des anglois capitaine, 

Forr chevalier, de Poi&ou fenefchal 

Apres avoir fait guerre tres lointaine 

Au rois francois, tant a pied qu' £ cheval 

Et pris Bertrand de Guefclin en un val, 

Les Poitevins pres Luflac, me diffirent, 

A Mortemer, mon corps enterrer firent, 

En un cercueil eleve tout de neuf, 

.L'an mil trois cens avec feixante neuf. 

He founded and endowed die carmelite convent at Poitiers. 

' He was never marriedr . Elizabeth and Eleanor, two of his 

fitters, (the latter being the' wife of fir Roger Collins) and Ifa- 

bella, daughter to Margaret the third fitter, at that time married 

to fir John Annefley, were found to be his next heirs.' Barnes. 

Lord 
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Lord Thomas Percy was appointed fenefchal of 
Poitou after the death of fir John Chandos. His 
cftates of St. Sauveur le Vicomte fell to the king of 
England, who gave them to one of his own 
knights, by name Sir Aleyne Boxhull *, an un- 
commonly able man. The prince of Wales fuc- 
ceeded as heir to the ojher riches of fir John 
Chandos, as he was never married, and therefore 
had no children, to the amount of four hundred 
thoufand francs f. 

Shordy afterwards, thofe captains who had been 
made prifoners at the bridge of Luffac were ran- 
footed* and received their freedom on paying 
down the fums agreed on, in which the king of 
France affifted them. Sir Louis de St. Julien, fir 
William des Bourdes and Carnet le Breton return- 
ed to their garrifons. 



• Sir Aleyne Boxhull— was the 52c! knight of the Garter, 
conftable of the ''Tower of London, cuftos of the parks of Cla- 
rendon, &c. He lies buried near St. Erkenwalde's flirine in St. 
Paul's church, about the year 1380. 

Sir Aleyne Boxhull had a commiffipn to reftrain the excefTes 
of Charles de Navarre in Normandy, and to put the caftle in 
good repair, dated the 24th November, 1 370.— Ry m e r. 

f I would imagine FroifTart muft mean that the prince in- 
herited all he poffefled in Aquitaine, &c but his filler's children 
were his heirs in England. 
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CHAfc. X. 

the lord de coucv and the lord db pom' 
miers are unwilling to take part with 
Either side in this war. — the lords dm 
maleval and de marneil turn to the 

FRENCH. 

A T this tfrne, there were knights m Prance 
'**' greatly hurt at feeing this war between thfe 
two kings carried on with increafing vigour -, fcnd 
in particular, the lord de Coucy, who was much 
interefted in it, as indeed he ought to be, for life 
"held a very large eftate in England, as well in his 
own right as in that of his wife, who was daughter 
of the king of England ? which eftate it would be 
neceflary for him to renounce,..if he wifhedto fervc 
the king of France, whofe kinfman and country- 
man he was : he therefore thought it moft profit- 
able to diflemble between the two kings, and to 
travel to fofeign <patrts. He verjr wHeiy took all 
his meafures; and, having obtained leave of the 
king of France, he let out with few attendants, 
and went to Savoy* where he was. honourably re- 
ceived by the earl, barons arid knights off fhrft 
country. When he had remained there as long as 
he judged proper, he departed, and, continuing 
his road, entered Lombardy, vifited the lords of 
Milan, the Lords Galeas and lord Barnabo Vifconti j 
when at firft he was made heartily welcome by them* 
■ * ■ ■ ■ '. In 



In like manner did fir Aimemon dc Pommiers, 
who was one of the princes's knights, quit the 
' duchy of Aquitaine. He declared, that during 
this war, he would not bear arms for one fide nor 
the other. This knight crofied the fea to Cyprus, 
he vifited the holy fepulchrc, and travelled to fe- 
veral other places. 

At this period, fir John de Bourbon * came to 
Paris. He held fome lands of the prince ; and the 
king of France would have gladly fecn him return 
the homage to the prince, but the count de la 
Marche would not liften to it. The lord de Pierre 
Buffiere, a Limoufin knight at that time at Paris, 
followed his example. But two other Barons and 
great lords in Limoufin unfortunately acted other- 
wife : fir Louis de Maleval and fir Raymond de 
Marneil his nephew, who being at Paris turned 
Frenchmen, and from their fortrefies afterwards 
made a difaftrous war on the prince. 

The king of England and his council were much 
vexed at this ; for it appeared that the barons and 
•knights of Guienne thus changed their fides with- 
out anyconftrainr, and of their own free will. The 
king therefore, by the advice of his council, or- 
dered letters to be written and fealed with his feal, 
which he ordered to be fent by two or three of his 
knights, into Poitou and Aquitaine, topublilh them 
in all the cities, caftles and principal towns. 



• Sir John de Bourbon. * He was fon of fir James de Bour- 
bon who combated the free companies, chapter ccxxv, andwai 
room de la Marche.' — Dihys Sauvace— Anast. 119. 
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% At this rime, fir Caponncl dc Caponnal was de- 
livered from his prifon at Agen, in exchange for 
one of the prince's knights, by name fir Thomas 
Banafter, who had been taken in a ikirmifh before 
Perigord. But the counfellor of ftate who had 
been fent with him remained prifoner in Agen, 
and fir Caponnel returned to France. We will 
report the letter which the king of England lent 
into Aquitaine. 



CHAP. XL 

THE FORM OF THE LETTER WHICH THE ENG- 
LISH KINO SENT INTO AQUITAINE.— CHA- 
TELHERAUT IS TAKEN BY THE FRENCH, 
AND BELLEPERCHE IS BESIEGED. 

T^DWARD, by the grace of God, king of 
*-' England, lord of Ireland and of Aquitaine, 
to all who ihall fee or hear thefe prefent letters : 
Know, that we having confidered *he matter of 
the boundaries of our Lordftiip of Aquitaine, as 
well as its extent under various lords, have had 
information relative to fame oppreflions done, or 
intended to have been done, by our very dear fba 
the prince of Wales, to this lordtfiip aforefaid : 
for which caufe we bold it.ar duty <ttt endeavour ,ta 
obviate iind N remedy' an/ fuch^trnpropcr aftsr; fefld 

^ « ! to 
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to conciliate all hatred and rancour that may have 
arifen between us and our loyal friends and fub- 
je<5ts. We therefore announce, pronounce and 
ordain, out of our deliberate and perfeft good 
will, and by the refolutions of our council for this 
caufe affembled, that our very dear fon ihe prince 
of Wales defift from all forts of exactions, done or 
about to be done ; and that he reftore and make 
reftitution to all of each fex who may have been 
oppreffed by him, or by his officers in Aquitaine, 
with all cofts, fees and expenfes that they may 
have incurred under the name of thefe taxes, aicje 
or fouages. 

And if any of our feal fubjedts and friends, as 
well prelates as other members of the church, 
univerfities, barons, knights, townfhips, inhabit- 
ants of cities and large towns have turned, or may 
be willing to turn, through bad information or 
weak advice, to the party of our adverfary the 
king of France, we pardon this mifdeed, if, after 
having read this letter, they fh all return to us 
within one month from the date hereof. And we 
entreat thofe our loyal and trufty friends, that they' 
fo comport themfelves' not to draw on them any 
reproach as to their faith and homage ; which thing 
would greatly difpleafe us, and with forrow (hould 
we perceive it. If our very dear fon the prince of 
Wales, or any of his dependants complain of 
being hurt or opprefled, either now or in former 
times, we will have fuch oppreflions amended ; fo 
that in reafon it may be fufficient to encourage 
love* peace and concord between us and thofe 
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within our boundaries in our aforefaid lordlhip. 
And, in order that thefe things may be publicly- 
known, we will that each perfon have a copy of 
this prefent letter, the conditions of which we 
have folemnly fworn to obferve, and not break 
through, upon the body of Jesus Christ, in the 
prefence of our very dear fon John duke of Lan- 
cafter, William earl of Salifburjr, the earl of War- 
wick, the earl of Hereford, Walter Manny, the 
baftard of Percy, lords Neville, Bourchier and 
Stafford, Richard Pembridge, Roger Beauchamp, 
Guy Brian, the lords Mohun and Delaware, 
Aleyne Boxhul and Richard Sterry, knights. 
Given at our palace of Weftminfter, the fifth day 
of November, in the forty-fourth year of our 
reign *. 

This letter was carried by two of the king of 
England's knights into the principality and duchy 
of Aquitaine, proclaimed and publifhed every 
where. Copies of it were promptly and fecretly 
fent to Paris, to the vifcount de la Rochechouart, 
the lords de Maleval and de Marneil, as well to 
fevcral others of the French nation as to thofe who 
had turned to that intereft. 

Notwithftanding the letter they had proclaimed 
in the country of Aquitaine and elfewhere, I never 
heard that it had any effeft, or that any one was 
prevented by it from following his own inclina- 
tions j but that more turned to the party of 



* This letter is not in Rymer. 

France, 
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France, and the French daily advanced in their 
conquefts. 

As Toon as fir Louis de St. Julien was returned 
to la Roche-pofay, fir William des Bourdes to his 
garrifon of la Haye in Touraine, and Carnet 1c 
Breton * to St. Savin, they fecretly planned a new 
expedition of men at arms, and companions well 
mounted on whom they could depend. They let 
off to fcale the walls of the town of Chatelhe- 
raut, and, arriving there at early morn, would have 
made prifoner fir Louis de Harcourt, who was 
fleeping at his hdtel in the town, not any way 
fuipecling fuch an enterprife, if he had not fled 
with his bed-clothes, without (hoes or blockings, 
from houfe to houfe, and from garden to garden, 
in great dread of being taken by the French, 
who had fcaled the walls of the town, until at lafl: 
he arrived at the bridge of Chatelheraut, which 
his people had fortified : there he laved himfelf, 
and remained a confiderable time. 

The Bretons and French, however, were mafters 

the whole town, and placed a ftrong garrifon 

in it, of which Carnet was captain. This garrifon 

advanced daily to engage with thofc who (till kept 



• His name was Jean de Keranlouet. In the proofs attached 
to the Hiftaire de la Bretagne, a.-e fcveral acquittances from 
Jean de Keranlouet, in which he is filled, Ea,yr, Hmffur, 
iCArmes ia Rai noire Sire, Capicaine tit la Villt de la Roche pofay, 
for his own pay as well as for his foldiers. He was to conduit 
four hundred combatants into Guienne 1371 ; and alfo to march 
to theaffiftanceof Moiicontour. 

pofieffion 
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ppflcflion of the bridge ; and many a gallant fkir- 
mifh and feat of arms were performed. 

Duke Louis de Bourbon was much enraged 
that the Englifh and free companies fhould keep 
pofleflion of his country, the Bourbonois, and 
that Ortigo, Bernard de Wift and Bernard de la 
Salle, (hould hold his caftle of Belleperche, and 
detain his mother prifoner in it : he refolved 
therefore, to fet on foot an expedition of men at 
arms, and lay fiege to the caftle of Belleperche, 
which, he declared he would not quit until he 
had re-taken it. He fpoke of it to the king of 
France, who inftantly promifed to aflift him in the 
fiege with men and money. He left Paris, hav- 
ing ordered his rendezvous at Moulins in, the Bour- 
bonois, and at St. Pourfaint *, whither there came 
a numerous body of men at arms and able com- 
batants. 

The lord de Beaujeu came to ferve Kim, with 
three hundred lances : the lords de Villars and de 
Roucillon, with one hundred j and numbers of 
borons and knights from Auvergne and Forets, 
of which he was lord paramount, through the 
lady his wife, the daughter of that gallant lord 
Beroald count dauphin. 

The duke arrived and fixed his quartets before 
the caftle of Belleperche, where he built a large 
and ftrong redoubt, in which his men might be 
(heltered every night, and fkirmifh with the gar- 
rifon during the day. He had alio brought and 
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• St. Pourfaint, — a town in Auvergne, diocefe <rf Clermont. 

: ^ • pointed 
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pointed againft the caftle four . large machines* 
which kept continually throwing, night and day, 
ftones and logs of wood, fo that they broke through 
the roofs of all the houfes, and beat down the 
greater part of the towers. 

The mother of the duke of Bourbon, who was 
a prifoner within the caftle, was much alarmed, 
and fent frequently to entreat her fon to abftain 
from this mode of attack, for thefe machines an- 
noyed her exceedingly ; but the duke, who knew 
for certain that thefe requefts came from hi§ ene- 
mies, replied that he would not defift happen what 
would. 

When the garrifon found themfelves fo. muclt 
harraffed, and that the French force was daily in- 
creafing; for fir Louis de Sancerre, marfhal of 
France, had juft arrived with a large body of men 
at arms; they refolved to fend and acquaint fir John 
Devereux, fenechal of Limoufin, who refided at 
la Souteraine*, two fhort days journey from them, 
of their diftrefs, and who knew that, when thefe 
lords of Poitou and Gafcony had made an excurfion 
from Quercy, it was upon the faith, that if they 
fliould take any caftlts in France, and were be- 
fieged in them, they would be afiifted. 

They wrote their letters, and fent them off in 
the night by one of their fervants to the caftle of 
fir John Devereux. Sir John recognized the mef- 
fenger by the tokens he mentioned, and, having 



* La, Souteraine,— a town in Liflttoufin, about two league*: 
from Limoges. 

read 
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read the letters, faid, c that he would moft wil- 
lingly acquit himfelf of his engagement, and that 
the more effedtually to do fo, he would immedi- 
ately wait on the prince and the lords who were 
with him, at Angouleme, and exert himfelf fo 
that the garrifon of Belleperche ihould be reyi- 
forccd/ ,rV 

Sir John Devercux fet out, after having given 
proper directions refpefting his cattle and garrifon 
to his officers, and, being arrived at Angouleme, 
found there the prince, the earl of Cambridge, 
the earl of Pembroke* fir John Montague, fir 
Robert Knolles, lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Fclton, fir Guifcard d* Angle, the captal de Buch 
and many others. He explained to them, how 
thefe free companies in the cattle of Belleperche 
were beficged and much ftraitened by the French 
under the duke de Bourbon and the count de St> 
Fbl*. The lords, on hearing this ftatement, rcr- 
plied with great cheerfulnefs, that they mutt be 
relieved, according to the promifes which had been 
made them. 

This bufinefs was intruded to the earls of Cam- 
bridge and Pembroke; and the prince iffued a 
fummons to all his vaflals, who, in fight of it, 
were to aflemble in the town of Limoges. Upon 
which, knights, fquires, free companies, and men 

* Denys Sauvage thinks it ought to be the count de San* 
cerre, as the count de St. Pol's name has not been mentioned 
before. I mould be of this opinion, if -every copy I have, 
printed and MS. did not fay St. Pol. 

at 
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t arms, marched to that plare, according to their 
orders ; and, when they were muttered, they 
amounted to upwards of fifteen hundred lances 
and about three thoufand others. They marched 
to Belleperche, where they encamped themfelves 
oppofite to the French. 

The French kept themfelves clofe in their re- 
doubt, which was as ftrong and as well fortified as a 
good town might be. The Englilh foragers were at 
a lofs where to feek for provifions, fo that, when- 
ever it was poffible, fome were brought to them 
from Poitiers. 

Sir Louis de Sancerre, marflul of France, gave 
exact information of the number and condition of 
the Englilh to the king of France, and to thofe 
knights who had remained at Paris : he fent alfo 
a proclamation, which he had affixed to the gates 
of the palace. It ran in thefe words : 

' Ye knights and fquires who are anxious of 
renown, and feek for deeds of arms, I inform 
you for a truth, that the earl of Cambridge and 
the carl of Pembroke are arrived with their troops 
at Belleperche, with the intention of rafing the 
fiege which we have fo long made : we have fo 
much fixaitened the garrifon of the caftle that tt 
fnuft immediately furrender, or our enimies beat 
us in a pitched battle. Come therefore hither, 
directly, for you will have opportunities of ex- 
hibiting your prowefs in arms ; and know that 
the Englilh are encamped fo much apart, and 
ia fuch pofitions, that they may be wonderfully 
annoyed.' 

Upon 
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Upon this exhortation and rcqucft of the toar- 
fhal, feveral good Ttnights and fquires of France 
advanced to thofe parts ; and I know myfelf that 
the governor of Blots, named Alart de Touftanne, 
went thither with fifty lances ; as did alfo the 
count de Porcien, and his brother fir Hugh dc 
Porcien. 



CHAP. XII. 

THE EARLS OF CAMBRIDGE AND PEMBROKI 
CARRY OFF THE MOTHER OF THE^ DUKE OF 
BOURBQff WITH THB GARRISON OF BELLE- 

PERCHE. THE DUKE OF BOURBON TAKES 

POSSESSION OF THAT CASTLE. 

'1X7HEN the earls of Cambridgeiand Pembroke 
* * had remained before the French arfny at 
Belleperche fifteen days, and did not fee any figns 
of the French quitting their redoubt to fight with 
them, they called a council, in which they re- 
folved to fend to them a herald, to know what 
they meant to do. Chandos the herald was or-* 
dered on this bufinefs, and it was repeated to him 
what he was to fay : he therefore went to theflhb, 
and faid ; c My Matters and lords fend me to 
you, and inform you by my mouth, that they 
are quite aftonifhed you have allowed then* to re- 
main fifteen days here, and have not Tallied ou. of 
» you* 
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your fort to give them battle. - They therefore tdl 
you, that if you will come forth; to meet them j 
they will permit you to choofc any, plot of ground 
for the field of battle ; and let God give the event 
of it to whomfoever he pleafes.' .7 

The duke of Bourbon made to this the follow* 
ing reply: c Chandos, you will tell your mailers* 
that I ihall not combat as they may wifti or dc- 
fire, I know well enough where they are ; but for 
all that, I will not quit my fort nor raife the fiege^ 
until I (hall have re-conquered . the caftle of 
Belleperche. ' f My lord/ anfwered the herald, C I 
will not fail to report what you have faid.' - 

The herald fet out, and on his re tun* gave the 
duke's anfwer, which was not very agreeable. 
They called another council, and when it was over^ 
gave to Chandos a propofal, for him to carry to 
the French He did fo, and faid ; f Gentlemen', 
my lords and mailers let you know, tha; fince 
you are not willing to accept the oflfcr they have 
made you, three days hence, between nine and 
twelve o'clock in the morning, you, my lord 
duke of Bourbon, will fee your lady-mother 
placed on horfeback, and carried away. Confider 
this, and refcue her if you can/ 

The duke anfwered •, € Chandos, Chandos, tell 
your mailers, they carry on a m Jk difgraceful 
war, when they feize an ancient ladygjrom among 
her domeftics, and carry her away like a prifoner. 
It was never feen formerly, that in the warfare be*- 
tweeji gendemen, ladies or damfels were treated 
as prifoners. It will certainly be very unpleafant 



to the to fee my lady-mother thus carried off: we 
muft recover her as foon as we can : but the caf- 
de they cannot take with them : that, therefore, 
we will have. Since you have twice come hither 
with propofitiofts, you will bear this from me to 
your mafters, that if they will draw out fifty men, 
we will draw out the lame number, and let the 
vi&ory fall where it may.' € My lord/ replied 
the herald, f I will relate to them every thing 
you have told me.' 

At thefe words, Chandos left them, and re- 
turned to the earls of Cambridge and Pembroke 
and the other lords, and told them the offer the 
duke of Bourbon had fent them. They were ad- 
viied not to accept it. Preparations were therefore 
made for the departure of the army, and to carry 
off with them the lady and the garrifon, which 
had been exceedingly harraffed by the machines of 
the enemy. 

When the appointed day arrived, they ordered 
cheir trumpets to found at early morning : upon 
which every one armed himfelf and drew up, both 
horfe and foot, in order of battle, as if they ex- 
pe&ed a combat, with their banners and pennons 
flying before them. In this manner were <they 
arrayed $ and on this day fir John Montague, ne- 
jphew to the earl of Salifbury, diiplayed his foan- 
iicr. They had ordered their trumpets and pftin- 
ftrcls to found very bud 5 and at nine o'clock the 
•garrifon and madame de Bourbon came out of the 
c&ftle of BeUepcrche. They mounted kfiv on a 

palfrey 
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palfrey handibmely equipped for her. She was. 
accompanied by her ladies and damfels. 

The Englifh army marched away at mid-day. 
Sir Euftace d'Ambreticourt and fir John Deye- 
reux * attended upon madame de Bourbon ; and in, 
this manner they returned to the principality, where, 
the lady remained a confiderable time a prifoner 
to the free companions at la Roche Vaucloix.in. 
Limoufin t- 

This capture never pleafed the prince, who, 
whenever it was mentioned, faid, that if any 
others than the free companies had taken the. 
duchefs, Ihe fhould inftandy have had her liberty: 
and when the captains of thefe free companies 
fpoke to him on the fubjeft, he told them to. 



» * Sir John Devereux— .banneret — 76th knight of the Garter, 
a baron from the 3th to the *6th Richard II.— See Dugdale.— 
Steward of the hoafehold to Richard II. confUble and governor 
of the cinque ports. Died fuddenjy 1 6th Richard II. Buried 
GrayfHars, London. 

' Sir Nicholas Lovajne held Penflmrft 44th Edward III. and. 
married Margaret, eldeft daughter of John Vere, earl of Ox- 
ford,— re-married to Henry lord Beaumont, and after to fir 
John Devereux, knight of the Garter, lord warden of the 
cinque ports, fteward of the houfehold nth Richard II.; in 
wbofe j6th year he had licence to embattle his manfion-houfe 
at Penfhurft, and his daughter and heirefs was married to Wil- 
liam lord Fitzwalter, but he only enjoyed this manor in right of. 
his wife.'— Anftis MSS./rom Pbilpot's Kent, p. 27Q. 

f In the curious life of the duke de Bourbon, printed at 
Paris 161 2, from old MSS. the account of this fiege is veTy 
differently related, and entirely to the honour of the French. 
The duchefs is there faid to be carried prifoner to the tower of 
Bron, near to Brouage on the fea-coaft. 

Vol. IV. F make 
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make fame fort of *ft exchange, for htiti cq get 
back bis knight, fir Silicon Burlcy*, whom the 
French had taken. 

You may fuppofe the duke of Bourbon ynp 
gready incenfed when he law his lady mother car- 
ried away from die caftle of BelJepe|*che in the 
Bouf boftois. Soon affer her departure, foe marched 
ifoffi the redoubt, and fent his men to take po£ 
feffion of his own caftle of Belleperche, which the 
Erjglifh had left quite empty. 

Thus ended this grand expedition, and eaefc 
withdrew to his usual place of relidence. The 
French, who tyere under the duke of Bourbon re- 
tired to the gafrifbm from whence they had come. 
The duke returned with his kflights arid fquires to 
the king of France, wfoo received him with great 
joy, and entertained him h^ndibinely. The eajl 
of Cambridge went to his brother at Angouleme ; 
and the earl of Pembroke and his troops to M or- 
tagne in Poitou. Thofe free companies anc( men 
at arms who had been in Beileperche went into 
Poitou and Saintonge, feeking for proyifions, and 
committing many difgracefuj afti, from which 
they had not the inclination to refrain then\felves, 
nor power to reftrain others. 

Sir Robert Knolles, fhortly after this, left the 
prince, and returned to his caftle of Derval in 
Brittany, where he had not been a month, before 



• Sir Simon Barley— knight — was 75th knight of the Garter, 
warden of the cinque ports, governor of Windfor and Dover 
ttflies. Beheaded 1388. See Holtiogihed. 

the 
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the kiffg of England fent him pofitive orders to 
fet Out, without delay, and crofs the fea to him 
in England, as he would find his profit in it. Sir 
Robert very willingly obeyed this fummoris : hav- 
ing made his preparations, he embarked and 
landed in Cornwall, at St. Michael's Mount, and 
thence continued his road until he arrived at 
Windlbr, where he found the king, who was right 
glad to fee him, as were all the Englifh barons ; 
for they thought they fhould have much need of 
Jiim, as he was fo great a captain and leader of 
men at arms. 



■■» ' i » » 



char xm. 

THE FOUR BROTHERS OF FRANCE HAVE A 

MEETING. THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR THE 

WAR. — 'THE MOTHER OF THE DUKE OF BOUR- 

■ t 

BON OBTAINS HER LIBERTY. A TREATY EN- 

TERCP INTO BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE 
AND NAVARRE. 

AT? this time the duke of Anjoti fet out from 
Touloufe, and marched in great array through 
{he kingdom of France: he continued his route 

*until he arrived in Paris, where he found the king 
and his other brothers the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy, who received him with infinite plea- 

furc. 

F 2 The 
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The four brothers, during the time they were 
together in Paris, held many councils and confut- 
ations on the ftatc of the kingdom, and in what 
manner they fhould beft a& during the enfuing 
fummer. It was determined to raife two large 
armies, and make an incurfion to Aquitaine. The 
duke of Anjou was to command one of thefe ar- 
mies, which fhould enter Guienne by la Rtole 
and Beigerac : the duke of Berry the other to- 
wards Limoges and Quercy, when thefe two ar- 
mies were to unite and march to Angouleme, to- 
feefiege therein the prince of Wales. It was alfo 
propofed and determined in thefe cunfultations to 
recal that valiant knight fir Bert rand du Guefclin, 
who had fo gall&ntly and loyally fought for the 
crown of France, and entreat him to accept the 
charge ofconftable of France. 

When king Charles, his brothers and his coun- 
cil, had completely arranged their future plans, 
and had enjoyed themfelves together for fbme 
time, the duke of Anjou, early in May, took his 
leave of theni, to return the firft to his govern- 
ment, for he had the longed journey to make. 
He was efcorted by the barons and knights of 
France, being much beloved by them, and pur* 
(bed his journey until he c^me to Montpellier, 
where he tarried upwards of a month and then 
returned to Touloufe. 

He direftly collected as many men at arms a* 
he was able^ wherever he could hear of them, and 
foon had a large force from thofe who had kept 
ft "» fi^ld guarding the frontiers of the Englifh in 

Rouergue 
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kouergiie and Quercy: for le petit Mechin, 
Naudon dc Pans, Perrot de Savoye, le bourg 
Camus, Anthoine le Negre, Lanuit, Jaques de 
Bray and numbers of their companions had re- 
mained all the year at Cahors, where they had 
ravaged and ruined the Country* 

On the other hand, the duke of Berry went to 
Bourges in Berry, where he had iffued a grand, 
fummons to all knights and fquires of France, and 
Burgundy . 

The duke of Bourbon had gone into his own - 
country, where he had given orders concerning 
this intended expedition, and had collected a large 
body of knights and fquires from the country of 
Forets and the Bourbonois. His brother, count 
Peter d'Alen^on made preparations in another part, 
and with good effeft. 

Sir Guy de Blois, at this period, was returned 
from Pruflia, where he had been made a knight, and 
difplayed his banner in an enterprize againfl: the 
enemies of God* As foon as this gallant knight 
arrived in Hainault, and was informed of the ex- 
pedition which his coufins of France were about 
to undertake in Aquitaine, he made immediate 
preparatipns for joining it $ and, fetting out from 
Hainault with all his array, he arrived at Paris to 
prefent himfelf to the king. He was gladly re- 
ceived by him, and ordered to join the duke of 
Berry with a command of knights, fquires and 
men at arms in the expedition.^ Sir Guy de Blois, 
therefore, left the city of Paris, and rode to Or- 
leans in his way to Berry. 

F <} In 
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In like maimer as the king of France had *n 
ringed his armies, fo did the king of England by 
two armies and two expeditions. % It was ordered 
that die duke of Lancafter fhould march with four 
hundred men at arms and as many archers into 
Aquitaine, to reinforce his brothers * for it waft 
thought that the greateft force of the encriiy 
would be fcnt to that country. The king and hit 
council determined that another Army of men at 
arms and archers fhould enter Picardy ufedef St 
Robert Knolks, who was perfe&ly capable of fuch 
a command, having learnt it tinder the rtioft abte 
matters for a confiderable time. 

Sir Robert, at the requeft of the kjng, wil- 
lingly undertook this expedition: he prorhifed to 
crofs the fea to Calais, to pafs through the whole 
kingdom of France, and to fight with the French* 
if they were bold enough to meet him in the 
field. Of this he femed quite certain, and made 
wonderful preparations for himielf, as well as for 
all thofe who were to accompany him. 

The mother of the duke of Bourbdn about 
this time obtained her liberty, being exchanged 
for fir Simon Burley, the prince of Wales's knight. 
Sir Euftace d'Ambreticeurt was very mftrumental 
in bringing this bufinefs to an end, for which the 
duke of Bourbon and the queen of France teftified 
their obligations to him. 

There had been for a confiderable rime, long 
negociations carried on between the king of France 
ahd the king of Navarre, who refided at Cher* 
bourg. The minifters of both kings managed 

the 



the bufinefs in fuch a manner that they informed 
the king of France he had not any reafon for 
waging war againft his brother-in-law the king of 
Navarre. They added, that for the prefent he 
had enough On his hands with his war with Eng- 
land, and that he had better leave things as they 
then were, left greater evils might arife j for, if the 
king of Navarre Ihould confent to admit the Eng- 
fifli iato his forts in Coutantin, they would harrafs 
the country of Normandy raoft grievoufly, which 
was a thing to be well confidered and attended 
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Upon receiving this information and advice, 
the king of France confented to a peace. He 
went to the town of Rouen, where all the trea- 
ties were drawn up and confirmed. The arch- 
bilhop of Rouen, the count d'Alen^on, the count 
de Sallebruche, fir William des Dormans * and 
fir Robert Lorris waited on the king of Navarre, 
whom they found at Vernon. He made for them 
grand dinners and magnificent feafts ; after which 
they conducted him to the king of France at 
Rouen, when thefe treaties and alliances were 
again read, fworn toj confirmed and fealed. It 
feems that the king of Navarre, by the articles 
of this peace was to renounce whatever engagements 
he may have entered into with the king of Eng- 
land, and that he himfelf, on his return to Na- 
varre, was to declare war againft him. For greater 
fecurky of the affection between him and the king 



Sir William des Dortnans— wa> ctancellor of Fiance. 
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of France, he was leave in his hands his two 
fons, Charles and Peter, as hoftages. Upon this 
treaty being concluded, the two kings left Rouen, 
and came to Paris, were there were again great 
feafts. When they had fufficiently enjoyed arid 
amufed themfelves, they took leave of each other. 
The king of Navarre quitted the king of France in 
the moft amicable manner, leaving his two chil- 
dren with their uncle. He fet out for Montpellier, 
and returned through that country to Foix, and 
from thence to his own kingdom of Navarre, 

We will now return to what was paffing in Aqui- 
taine. 



CHAP. XIV. 

SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN LEAVES SPAIN 
AND ARRIVES AT TOULOUSE, WHERE THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU RECEIVES HIM WITH GREAT 
JOY. THEY TAKE TOGETHER SEVERAL CAS- 
TLES FROM THE ENGLISH. 

"yOU know, as we have Before mentioned it, 

*■• that the duke of Anjou had beeA in France, 

and that, according to arrangements then made, 

upon his return' to Languedoc, he was to invade, 

with his whole force, Guiennej Jfbr he, never loved 

the prince of Wales hb'ij the Englifh, and indeed 

niadtf ho 'pretcrifions to that effe&l Before Jieteft 

Faris, "die king of Praiice^ by Jiisjdefire, had fen t 

• '"""*• i letters 
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letters and ambaffadors to the king of Caftile, to 
requeft he would fend back fir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin, for by fo doing he would very much oblige 
him. At the fame time, the king and duke of 
Anjou wrote moft friendly letters to fir Bertrand 
himfelf. 

The envoys made hafte on their journey, and 
found king Henry with fir Bertrand in the city of 
Leon in Spain, to whom they delivered their let- 
ters and the meflage from the king of France. 

The king of Spain never wilhed to detain fir 
Bertrand, nor would have forgiven himfelf for fo 
doing. Sir Bertrand therefore made his prepara- 
tions in hafte, and, taking leave of king Henry, 
fet out with his attendants, and continued his road 
until he came to Touloufe, where the duke of 
Anjou was. He had already there affcmbled a 
very large force of men at arms, knights and 
fquires, and waited for nothing but the arrival of 
fir Bertrand du Guefclin ; fo that upon hi$ coming 
the duke of Anjou and all the French were mighti- 
ly rejoiced. Orders were given to march from 
Touloufe, and invade the territories of the prince. 

The duke of Lancafter at this time was arrived 
at Southampton, with four hundred men at arms, 
and an equal number of archers. He embarked 
them and every necefiary provifion and (lores on 
board fhips, with the intent of failing for Bour- 
deaux, provided they might have a favourable 
wind. 

With the duke, and under his command, were 
the lord Roos (of Hamlake), fir Michael de la 

Pole, 
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Pelt*, fir Robert k Rouxf, fir John 6c St. tdj 
and fir William Beauchamp $. 

The duke of Anjou left the city of Totiloufe 
*ith a great and well ordered array. He was at* 
tended by the count d'Armagnac, the lord d'Al~ 
bret, the count de Perigord, the? count de Coxn- 
minges, the vifcoUnt de Carmaing, the count de 
LiQe, the vilcount de Bruniguel, tht vifcount de 
Narbonne, the vifcount de Talar, the lord de 1ft 
Barde, the lord de Pbcornet, fir Bcrtrand Tande, 
the fenefchal of Touloufc, the fenefchal of Car- 
caflbnne, the fenefchal of fieauotite and ieveral 
others, amounting in the whole to upwards of two 
thoufand lances, knights afid fquires, and fix thou* 
fand footmen, armed with pikes and ftiields. Sir 
Bcrtrand du Guefclin was appointed to the com- 
mand of all this force. 

They dire&ed their march through the Agenois* 
and being joined by more than a thoufand comba- 
tants from the free companies, who had waited 
for them all the winter in Quercy, they made for 
Agen. 

The firft fort they came K> was that of Moiflac|(. 
The whole country was fo frightened at the arri- 
val of the duke of Anjou, and the large army he 
had brought, that they trembled before him, and 



* Sir Michael de 1* Pole, afterwards carl of Suffolk, and &- 
Toorite of Richard IL — See Dttgdale. 

f Sir Robert le Rottx. — Barnes calls fir Robert Reft. 

t SirWilliam Bea»champ^^I<)rttAbergavciMiy,^->I>m y c»ALiv 

H Moiflk,-** ton in Quercy, ta leagues from Aguu 

tl neither 



neither towns nor caftles had any inclination W 
hold out agatnft him. When he arrived before 
Moiltac, the inhabitants inftantly furrendered and 
turned to the3Fi*nch. They then advanced to Agen, 
which followed this example. They aftelwarda 
marched, towards Tonneins* on the Garonne -, and 
the French went on unmolefted, following the 
courfe of the river Garonne, in ofder to have 
plenty of forage : they came to port St. Marief, 
which immediately furrendered. The French 
placed men at arms and garrifons in all thefe towns. 
The town and caftle of Tonneins did the fame, in 
which they placed a captain and twenty lances to 
guard it. They afterwards took the road to Mont- 
pezatj and Aiguillon||, burning and deftroying 
all the coontry. 

When they came before Montpezat, which is a 
good town and has a ftrong caftle, thofe within 
were fe much frightened by the duke of Anjoii 
that they dire&ly opened their gates. The French 
then advanced to the ftrong caftle of Aiguillon, 
where they only remained four days ; for then the 
garrifon furrendered to the duke, not being fuch 
men as fir Walter Manny commanded, when he 
defended it agabft John duke of Normandy, after- 
wards king of France. The inhabitants of Ber- 



* Tottncirw, a town of Agcnois on the Garonne, 41 leagues 
from Touloufe 

f Port St. Marie, on the Garonne, below Agen. 

'I Montpezat, a village k Gaienne, near Toftn »ins. 

H Aiguillon /a to\va of Guieane, one league from Toftneins. 
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gerac were very much aftonilhed at their having to 
done-, for the governors* at this rime, of Berge- 
rac, Were the ciptal de Buch ^nd fir Thomas Fel- 
ton, who had with them one hundred lances/Eng- 
lifh and Gafcons. 



CHAP. XV. 

THE DUKE OF BERRY INVADES LlMOUSItf. 

TUST as the duke of Anjou and his army had 
^ invaded the territories of the prince by the 
way of Touloufe and Agen, fo did the duke of 
Berry with his army enter the Limoufin. He had 
full twelve hundred lances and three thoufand foot- 
men, who conquered towns and caftles, and burnt 
and deftroyed the country they marched through. 

With the duke of Berry were, the duke of 
feourbon, the count de Alengon, fir Guy de Blois, 
fir Robert d'Alengon, count du Perche, fir John 
d'Armagnac, fir Hugh Dauphin, fir John de- 
Villcmur, the lords de Beaujeu, de Villars, de 
Senac, fir Geoffry de Montagu, fir Louis de 
Maleval, fir Raymond de Marneil, fir John de 
Boulogne, his uncle fir Geoffry de Boulogne, the 
vifcount d'Uzes, the lords de Sully, de Talenton, 
de Gonfant, Dappechere, Dacon, . fir John Da- 

menue, 
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menue, Ymbaut de Pefchin, and many other good 
barons, knights and fquires. 

This army entered Limoufin, where they did 
infinite mifchief, and advanced to befiege the city 
of Limoges. In this city were a body of Englifh, 
whom fir Hugh Calve rley, the fenefchal of Li- 
moufin had placed there -, but he was not the 
matter, , for the bifhop of the city governed it, in 
whom the prince of Wales put much confidence, 
looking upon him as his fteady friend. 
* The prince of Wales, who kept his court at 
Angoul&mej had received information of thefe two 
grand expeditions of the dukes of Anjou and of 
Berry, and how they had invaded his principality 
at two different places. It was alfo told the prince* 
that as far as could be imagined, they were march- 
ing to form a junftion near Angoulfeme, to be- 
fiege him and die princefs thereip, and advifed 
him tojconfiderof it. 

The prince, who was valour itfelf, and full of 
refources, replied, that € his enemies fhould never* 
find him fhut up in town or cattle, and that he 
would immediately march and take the field againft 
them.' 

Clerks and knights were inftantly employed to 
write and fend off letters to loyal friends and fub? 
jefts in Poitou, Saintonge, la Rochelle, Rouergue, 
Quercy, Gorre, Bigorre and Agenois, command- ' 
ing them, with as many men as they could bring, 
to meet him at the town of Cognac. His rendez- 
vous was fixed there $ and he foon left Angou- 

lfime, 
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|6me, attended by the princefs and his youftg ftm 
Richard. 

But during the time this fummotis was fern, and 
*yery one making his preparations, the French 
kept advancing, burning and ravaging the e^wntry, 
They came ^efore Lirjdc, a good town fituated 
Upon the river Dordonne, of# league from Ber- 
gerac : a valiant knight of Gafeony, named flf 
Thonius de Batefol *, was the governor of it. 

The duke of Anjou, t\\t count d'i\rmagnac, 
the lord d'Albret, the count de Perigord^ the 
vifcount de Carmaing, and a|l the other barons 
with their men, came thither and formed the fiege 
in a regular manner, faying they would hot depart 
without having taken it, 

Thi? town was large, ftrong and weH provided 
with all forts of provifion and artillery : for the 
captal de Buch and fir Thomas Felton had been 
there a fortnight before, and had reinforced it. 
They thought that Linde was very capable of 
holding out, if thofe within were determined, con- 
sidering the affiftance they might draw from Ber- 
gerac, ftiould there be occafion. But the inhabi- 
tants were lb wonderfully inclined to the French; 
that they entered into a negotiation with the duke, 
of Anjou, and liftened to his promifes, which 
made them prefs the governor, fir Thonius* that 

he alfb confented to be a true Frenchman, upon 

* 

• Sir Thonius de Batefol. It is (o in all my printed copies, 
but othcrwife in the MSS. One has Thomas^ Q^ if it fhouldi 
not be fo. , 

confide ration 
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gnd having a good annuity from the duke for his 
life. 

Every thing being thus fettled, the tQWn was to 
be delivered up to the French. This treaty was, 
however, known at Bergerac the evening pre- 
ceding the day of furrendcr. The earl of Canir 
bridgp had juft arrived there With two hundred 
lances, and was prefent ^yhen this information wa$ 
given. The captal and fir Thomas Felton were 
thundef$ruck at the intelligence, and faid they 
would foe prefent at this furrender. Having 
ordered their troops, they fet out from Bergerac 
after midnight, and rode towards the town of 
Linde. They came there by day-break, and, 
Ordering one of the gates to be opened^ puffted 
forward without flopping until they arrived at the 
other gate, through which the French were to 
enter : indeed, they were already affembled there 
Jn crowds, for fir Thopius was about to allow 
them to enter the gate. On feeing which, the 
captal, grafping his fyord, difmounted, a? did all 
his troops, and, advancing to fir Thonius, faid: 
f Sir Thonius, thou wicked traitor, thou (halt be 
the firft dead man : and never more fhalt thou 
commit another treafon/ Upon which he thrufl: 
his fword into him, and with fo much force that 
it went through his body and came out upwards 
of a foot on the other fide, and (truck him down 
cfead. 

The 
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The French, on feeing the banners of the captal 
de 3uch and fir Thomas Felton, immediately re- 
treated, having failed in their attempt. 

Thus did the town continue Englifh, but was 
in great danger of being burnt, and the inhabi- 
tants (lain, beeaufe they had confented to this 
treaty. They extufed themfelves wifely and pru- 
dently, faying that what they had done and con- 
fented to was through fear, and principally through 
their governour, who had brought this bufinefe 
about. The lords appeared to believe all this,' 
and the inhabitants remained in peace : but the 
captal and fir Thomas Felton continued in the town 
as long as the duke of Anjou lay before it, and 
until he had taken another road. 

We will now fpeak a little of the ftatc and con- 
dition of England, for that is now neceflary, and 
of the invafion of France by fir Robert Knolles, - 



CHAP. VI. 

A TRUCE IS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN ENGLAND 
AND SCOTLAND. SIR ROBERT KNOLLES OVER- 
RUNS, BURNS AND RAVAGES THE WHOLE 
COUNTRIES OF PICARDY AND THE VERMAN- 
DOIS. 

* 

TX7HEN fir Robert Knolles was about to leave 

, England, there were many councils held 

between the Englifh and Scots. They were fo 

well 
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well condu&ed by the able minifters of both king* 

doms that a trucj was eftablifhed between each 

king, kingdom, fubje&s, and adherents, for nine 

years. 

The Scots, by this treaty, might arm and hire 

tbemfelves out like to others for fubfidies, taking 

which fide theypleafed, either Englifh or French: 

by which means fir Robert increafed his arirjy with 

one hundned lances*. 

When fir Robert and all who were to accom- 
pany him Were ready, and had arrived at JDbrcr, 

they parted the fea, he himfelf eroding the laft, 

and landed at Calais, where, on his difembarking, 

he was received with great joy by the governor,' 

fir Nicholas Stambourn, and his brother foldiers. 
When they had refr^ffied themfelv6s for feVfcrt 

days, and had formed their plans With refpe& t6 
file parts of France into which they, fhould Cart y 
their attack, they ordered their baggage and fteres 
to advance* and took the field in a very hahdfoftie 
manner. They were about fifteen hundred lancet 
and four thoufand archers, including the Welfli- 
men. Sir Robert was accompanied, according to 
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• Mezeray fays, this truce was for three years— Buchanan; 
fourteen,— FroifTart, nine.— Note in Barnes, p. 800. 

I cannot find this truce in the Foedera. On the contrary; 
there is anoffenfive and defensive treaty with the king of Ffante, 
dated at Edinburgh cattle, 28th October, 1371, in which it ex- 
prefsly mentions that no truce is to be entered into* without 
including both France and Scotland, by either of the parties*— 
For more particulars, fee Rymer. 

Vol. IV. G the 
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the king's orders, by fir Thomas Grantfon ** fir 
Aleyne Boxhull, fir Gilbert Gifford, the lord de 
Salvatier f, fir John Bourchier £, fit William de 
Merville§, fir Geoffiy Urfwell |, and many other 
knights and fquires, expert and able men at arms, 
who marched this firft day pretty near to Fiennes^f • 
Sir Moreau de Fiennes, who at that time was 
conftable of France, refided in his caftle with a 
great number of men at arms^ knights and fquires, 
all prepared and ready to receiye the Englilh. On 
the morrow, when they advanced towards the 
caftle and drew up to the attack, they found' they 
fhouJd not gain any thing, fo they marched off 
through the county of Guincs, and entered that of 
Faukenbourg, burning every thing on their road, 
and came before the city of Terouennc, but did 
not attack it : for it was fo well garrifoned with 

• Sir Thomas Grantfon,— 8 2d knight of the Garter.-— See 

Grandifon in Dugdale. 

f « Le fire de Salvatier.' Q^ 

t Sir John Bourchier,— 86th knight of the Garter— a baron. 
—See Dugdale. 

§ De Merville. Q^ if not Neville. I believe it to be fir 
William Neville, one of the fons of Ralph lord Neville, of 
Raby.— See Dugdale. 

Barnes names fir Hugh Meinel, fir Walter Fitzwalter, and 
fir John Menftreworth. 

|| I have called this perfon Urfwell, after Barnes ; but, at 

Froiflart writes it Oitrcelay, it is probably one of the Worflcjr 

family. It may alfo be fir Hugh Wrottefley, fpclled fVortbejUy 

in Mills, who was 19th knight of the Garter, and perhaps with 

more probability. 

. q Fiennes,— a village in the Boulonnois generality of 

Amiens. 

men 
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hien at arms that it would have been only loft 
trouble. They continued their march through the 
country of the Terouennois, to enter Artois ; 
and, as they only advanced three or four leagues 
a day on account of their baggage and infantry, 
they took up their quarters in the large villages 
at the early hour of mid-day or noon. Thus did 
they advance with their whole army until they 
came before the city of Arras. The lords and 
principal captains were lodged in the town of 
Mount St. Eloy, near Arras, and their army in 
the environs j whence they pillaged and ravaged 
all the country round, as far as they dared to ex- 
tend themfelves. 

The king of France had at this feafon ordered 
a number of men at arms to the different cities, 
fortrefles, large towns, caftles, bridges, and fords, 
to guard and defend thofe which mould be at- 
tacked, and which they were not to quit on any 
account. 

When fir Robert Knolles had refrefiied himfelf 
and army for two days, he quitted St. Eloy, and 
marched from before Arras in good array. Sir 
William de Merville and fir Geoffry Urfwell, who 
were the marlhals of the army, could not refill a 
wilh to fee thofe of Arras a little nearer. They 
quitted, therefore, the battalion, and advanced 
with about two hundred lances and four hundred 
archers, as far as the barriers of the fuburbs of 
Arras, which they found well guarded by men at 
arms and crofs-bows. The lord Charles de Poi- 
tiers was at that time in the town with madamc 






Ga 
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dt* Am\§> but he made not any attempt to fatty out 
on the Englifh ot otherwifo attack them, 

iThe Eflglilh, having fiaifhed their courfe, had 
halted a fhorttime at the barriers ; and, feeing no 
appdaraoce of any otte coming to them, they fet 
out o» their return to the main army, who were 
Waiting for them drawn up in a line of battle. 
However, before they departed, tfiey wiihed to 
leave a remembrance behind, and fet fire to the 
fuburbs of Arras, in order to entice the inhabit- 
ants out of the town, who had not any good will 

to do fo. This fire did much mifchief, for it 
burnt a large monaftery of preaching friars, cloif- 
ters and all that was without the town. 

After this, the Englifh continued their march, 
taking the road to Bapaume*, burning and ra- 
vaging the whole country. The army was con- 
ftantly in morion, and having entered the Ver- 
mandois, arrived at Royef; which town they 
burnt, and then marched towards Ham J in Ver- 
mandois. All the inhabitants of the flat country 
had retired into this town, and into St, Quentin 
and Peronfte, carrying with them every thing port- 
able. The Englifh found nothing but barns full 
of urithrefhed com, for it was now after Auguft, 

They advanced by eafy marches, withoijt any 
labour 6r fatigue* until they came to a rich coun- 

* Bapanme,— a ftrong town of Artois, fix leagues from Arrfts. 

f Roye,— & ftrong town in Picardy, eighteen leagues £rom 

Arras. 
\ Ham,— a town in Picardyv on the Somme, fix leagues from 

Roye. 

try, 
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try, where they halted for t\yo or three day$* 
During this time, fir Robert Knolles fent parties 
to a town or caftle which commanded the fur- 
rounding country, and the marfhals; having ob- 
tained a parley with the governors, ^fked, € How 
much will you give us in ready money for $11 this 
country, if we will not defpoil it ?' A treaty and 
compofition was entered into wifh fir Robert, and 
a large fum of florins paid down. This country 
w#3 refpited from being burnt. Sir Robert gained 
by this treaty a fum amounting to one hundred 
thoufand francs, for which he was afterwards ill at 
court, and accijfed to the king of England for npt 
having done his duty faithfully, as I {hall fully r$- 
Jafie in the continuance of this hiftory. 

The lands of the lord de Coucy were unmo- 
Jeftedi and never did the Englifh hurt man pr 
woman, nor take from them a farthing, who faid, 
c I belong to the lord de Coucy.* They marched 
unto the good town of Noypn*, which was well 
provided with men at arms, and halted in the 
neighbourhood : they made their approaches very 
near, to fee if it were poflible for them to carry it 
by affault, but found it well fortified, and able 
to defend itfelf fhould there be occafion. Sir Ro- 
bert was lodged in the abbey of Qrcampf, and 
his men in the neighbourhood. Th£y advanced 
one day in order of battle to the walls of the city, 
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* Noyon,— *now a village in Picardy, diocefe rf Attitfis, 
f Orcamp, orSt, Anne,— a village in Picardr, no* Neyea. 

G3 to 
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to fee if the garrifon and inhabitants would iffiie 
forth, but in vain. 

There was a Scots knight in the Englifh army 
who performed a moft gallant deed of arms. He 
quitted his troop, with his lance in its reft, and 
jnounted on his courfer, followed only by his 
page ; when, .flicking fpurs into his horfe, he was 
ibon up the mountain and at the barriers. The 
name of this knight was fir John Afl^to* 1 ** a 
very valiant and able ipan, perfc&ly mafter of his 
profeffion. When he was arrived at the barriers 
pf Noyon, he difmounted, and, giving his horfe 
to his p^ge, faid, c Quit not this place :* then, 
grafping his fpear, he advanced to the barriers, 
and leaped over them. There were on die infide 
fome good knights of th^t country, fuch as fir 
John de Roye, fir Launcelot de Lorris, and ten 
or twelve others, who were aftonifhed at this 
aftion, apd wondered what he would do next: 
however, they received him well. The Scots 
knight, addrefling them, faid; 'Gentlemen, lam 
come to fee you ; for, as you do not vouchfafe to 
come out beyond your barriers, I condefcend to 
vifit you. I wifh to try my knighthood againft 
yours, and you will conquer me if you can/ 
After this, he gave many grand ftrokes with his 
lance, which they returned him. He continued in 
this fituation alone againft them all, fkirmifhing 
and fighting moft gallandy, upwards of an hour. 
He wounded one or two of their kpights -, and 

W^*WP^»"— -"— ■— ~— «.»i— «— i«— — PMi»^— 

• Sir John Affueton. Probably Seton. 

they 
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they had fo much pleafurc in this combat, they 
frequently forgot themfelves. The inhabitants 
looked from above the gate and tops of the walls 
with wonder* They might have done him much 
hurt with their arrows, if they had fo willed : but 
no : the French knights had ftriftly forbidden it. 
Whilft he was thus engaged, his page came dole 
to the barriers, mounted on his courfer, and faid 
to him aloud, in his own language, « My lord, you 
had better come away : it is time, for our army is 
on its march.* The knight, who had heard him, 
made ready to follow his advice; and, after he had 
given two or three thrufts to clear his way, he 
feized his fpear, and leaped again over the barriers 
without any hurt, and, armed as he was, jumped 
up behind the page on his courfer. When he was 
thus mounted, he faid to the French, c Adieu, 
gendemen : many thanks to you/ and fpurring his 
fteed, foon rejoined his companions. This gallant 
feat of fir John Affucton was highly prized by all 
manner of perfons. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

THE GARRISON OF NOYON MAKE THE ENGLISH 
PRISONERS WHO HAD SET FIRE TO PONT* 

- i/EVEQUE.-^-THE KING Of FRANCE SENDS FOR 
SIR BERTRAND DU GVESCLJN. 

QIR Robert Knollcs and his army, on their de- 
*-* parture from the town of Noyon, fet fire to 
PbntI*Eveque on the river Oife, where there were 
fevcral handfome h6tels. Thofe knights and 
fquires in the town of Noyon were exceedingly 
angry at this proceeding, and, underftanding that 
fir Robert and his forces had proceeded, left the 
city of Noyon with about fifty lances, and came 
fo well in time to the town of Pont l'Eveqde, that 
they found there thofe who had bti'mt it, and 
others occupied in the pillage. They were at- 
tacked moft furioufly, and the greater part of them 
flain or made prifoners. The French took more 
than flxty horfes, and refcued many prifoners 
whom the enemy intended carrying off. Several 
good houfes would have been burnt if they had not 
come there fo opportunely. They returned to 
Noyon with upwards of fifteen Englifh prifoners* 
whom they beheaded. 

The Englifh continued their march in battle 
array, intending to enter the Laonnois, and to 

crofs 
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crofs the river Oife * and Aine f. They com- 
mitted no devaftation in the county of Soiffbns, 
becaufe it belonged to the lord de Coucy. True 
it is, they were followed and watched by fome 
lords of France, fuch as the vifcount de Meaux, 
the lord de Chauny, lord Raoul de Coucy, lord 
William de Melun, fon of the count de Tancar- 
ville, and their forces; fo that the Englifh, not 
daring to quit their line of march, kept in a com- 
pact body. The French did not attack them, 
but every night took up their quarters in caftles 
or ftrong towns ; whilft the Englilh encamped in 
die open plains, where they found provifion in 
plenty and new wine, with which they made very 
free. Thus did they advance, burning, ravaging, 
and oppreffing all the country, when they crofled - 
the river MarneJ, and entered Champagne, and 
then paCTed the Aube§, returning to the country 
about* Provins|| : when they feveral times pafled 
the Seine, arid made appearances of marching 
towards Paris ; for they had heard that the king of 
France had collefted a large force of men at arms 
under the command of the count de St. Pol and 

the lord de Cliflbn, with whom they were very 

« . ■ ..,,, i - 

# Oife,— a river in Picardy, — rifes in Hainault. 

f Aifne or Aine,— a river which rifes in Champagne, and 
joins the Oife a little above Compieg ne. 

t Marne, — a large river which rifes near Baffiny. 

§ Aube, — a confiderable river in Champagne, Ic rifes at 
Auberive, near Langces. 

|| Pravins,— an ancient town of Brie, on the Morin, which 
runs into the Marne 22 leagues from Paris* 

eager 
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eager to engage, and for that end made every pre- 
paration as if they only wiflied for the combat. 

Upon this, the king of France wrote to fir 
Bcrtrand du Guefclin, who was in Aquitaine with 
the duke of Anjou, to order him, as foon as he 
lhould have read the letters, to fet out for France, 
as he intended to employ him in another part of 
his kingdom. 

Pope Urban V. came back about this time to 
Avignon, after having refided nearly four years at 
Rome. He returned in the hope of making peace 
between the two kings : for this renewal of war 
was very difplcafing to him. All thofe of Avig- 
non and the country around it were very happy at 
the return of the pope, as they thought it would 
be more advantageous for them. 

We will now fay how the prince of Wales car- 
ried on his affairs. 



CHAP. XVIIL 

■ 

THE PRINCE OF WALES ASSEMBLES HIS ARMY 
AT COGNAC, WHERE HE MEETS HIS BROTHER 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. THE DUKES OF 

ANJOU AND BERRY BREAK UP THEIR EXPE- 
DITION, LIMOGES HAVING TURNEd TO THE 

■ 

FRENCH. 

YOU have before heard of the prince of 
Wales fixing his rendezvous at Cognac, with 
the intent of advancing to combat the duke of 

Anjou, 



and 
rived 
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Anjoti, who was burning and defpoiling his terri- 
tories. The barons, knights and fquires of Poitou 
and Saintonge, and all who were vaflais to the 
prince flattened to obey his fummons. The earl 
of Pembroke quitted his garrifon, with a hundred 
lances, and came to meet him. 

The duke of Lancafter and his army arrived 
about this time at Bourdeaux, at which the coun- 
try rejoiced much. He made not any long ftay 
there j for, hearing that the prince was about to 
march againft his enemies, he departed, and met, 
one day's march from Cognac, the earl of Pem- 
broke, who was likewife going thither. They 
were very happy to fee each other, and rode to- 
gether to Cognac, where they found the prince, 
princefs and earl of Cambridge, who were greatly 
pleafed at their arrival. Men at arms daily came 
in from Poitou, Saintonge, la Rochelle, Bigorre, 
Gorre, Gafcony, and the furrounding countries, 
under the obedience of the prince. 

The duke of Anjou, the couut d'Armagnac, 
the lord d'Albert, and the counts, vifcounts, 
knights and fquires of that army, who, as before 
has been related, conquered cities, towns and fort- 
refles to the number of more than forty, by 
merely mewing themfelves before them, and who 
had advanced within fifteen leagues of Bourdeaux, 
burning and ravaging the country round Bergerac 
and Linde, hearing that the prince had fum- 
moned his forces to meet him at Cognac, 
and that the duke of - Lancafter was ar- 
ved with a ftrong body of men at arms and 
archers 
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archers from England, called a council to confider 
what meafures would be now mod: proper ,fbr 
them to purfue. It was at this time that the 1 
king of France had fait back fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin to the duke of Berry, who was beficging 
the city of Limoges, ami had preffed it fo hard 
that it was upon the point of furrcndering, but upon 
good terms. Sir Bertrand was fumrnowed to at- 
tend this council of the duke of Anjou, a* w ^s 
right, and many were the debates at it. At lftft, 
after well confidering the bufinefs, the duke of 
Anjou was advifed, for the prefent, to break up 
this expedition, ix> order his men to different g*r- 
rifofts, and to carry on the war from thence, as 
he had done fufficient in the open field. It was 
therefore highly behoving the lords of Gafcony 
ivho were prefcnt, fuch as the Count d' Armagnac, 
the count de Perigord, the lord d* Albert and 
others, to retire to their own country to guard 
and defend it ; for they knew not what the prince 
might be inclined to do with fo large an army. 
They then feparated, each going on his own bu- 
finefs. The duke of Anjou returned to the city 
of Cahors : his men and the free companies fpread 
themfelves over the country which they had con- 
quered, and quartered themfelves in different gar- 
rifons. The count d'Armagnac and the other 
lords went to their homes, and amply ftorpd their 
towns and caftles with all forts of provifion and 
artillery, as if they expefted a war: they or- 
dered out their vaflals, and trained them to de- 
fend their country fhould need be. 

We 
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We will now fpeak of fir Bettrand dq Guefclin, 
who, on his departure from the duke of Anjou, 
marched with his men to the fiege of Limoges, 
where the duke of Berry, the duke of Bourbon 
and the great knights* of France were employed. 
The French were in high fpirits on the arrival of 
fir Bertrand, and it was a grand piece of news 
both within as well as without the city. He imme- 
diately followed up fome treaties which had been 
before opened between the bifhop and citizens 
with the duke of Berry, and managed that they 
were concluded by the biihdp apd citizens turning 
to the French. The dukes of Berry and Bourbon, 
fir Guy de Blois and the lords of France entered 
the town with great ftate, when they received from 
the inhabitants their homage and fealty. Aftef 
they had refted themfclvts for three day*, they 
followed die fame refolutions as had been deter- 
mined upon In the council held by the duke of 
Anjou, and each man retired tor his own country 
to guard his towns and caftles againft fir Robert 
Knollcs* who (till kept his ground in France, and 
alfo becaufe they had done enough by taking fuch 
a city as Limoges. The lords then feparated, 
but fir Bertrand remained in Limoufin with two 
hundred lances, which he poftcd in the caftles of 
the lord de Maleval, who had turned to the 
French. 

When the duke of Berry left Limoges, he on • 
dered into the city, at the requeft of the bifhop, 
fir John de Villemur, fir Hugh de la Roche and 
Roger de Beaufort, with ooe hundred men at* 

arms. 
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afms. Hfc then retreated to Berry, and the diikfc 
of Bourbon to the Bourbonois. The other lords 
who had come from diftant parts went to their dif* 
ferent countries* 
We will now return to the prince. 



CHAP. XIX. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, ANXIOUS TO RECOVFR 
LIMOGES, LAYS SIEGE TO IT, AND UNDER- 
MINES IT. 

WHEN intelligence was brought to the prince 
that the city of , Limoges had become 
French, that the bifhop, who had been his com- 
panion and one in whom he ufed to place great 
confidence, was a party to all the treaties, and 
had been muqh aiding and affifting in the fur- 
render, he was in a violent paflion, and held the 
biftiop and all other churchmen in very low efti- 
xnation, in whom formerly he had put great truft. 
He fwore by the foul of his father, which he had 
never perjured, that he would have it back again, 
that he would not attend to any thing before he 
had done this, and that he would make the inha- 
bitants pay dearly for their treachery. 

When the greater part of his forces were ar- 
rived, he muftered them : they amounted to twelve 
hundred lances, knights and fquires, a thoufand 

archers 
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archers and a thoufand footmen. They marched 
from the town of Cognac. Sir Thomas Felton 
and the captal de Buch remained at Bergerac, to 
guard that frontier againft the French and the free 
companies who were difperfed over that part of 
the country. 

With the prince were, his brothers of Lancas- 
ter and Cambridge, fir Guifcard d'Angle, fir 
Louis de Harcourt, the lords de Pons, de Partcnay, 
de Pinane, de Tannaybouton, fir Percival de Cou- 
longe, fir Geoffry d'Argenton, Poitevins : of 
Gafcons there were, the lords de Montferranr, 
de Chaumont, de Longueren, fir Aimery de 
Tharfe, the lords de Pommiers, de Muciden, de 
l'Efparre, the fouldich de la Tranc*, the lord de 
Gironde and feveral more : of Englifh there were, 
lord Thomas Percy, the lord Roos, fir William 
Beauchamp, fir Michael de la Pole, fir Stephen 
Colfington, fir Richard de Pontchardon, fir Bald- 
win de Franville, fir Simon Burley, the earl of 
Angus, fir John Devereux, fir William Neville, 
and more whom I cannot name : of Hainaulters, 
were fir Euftaced'Ambreticourt: of the free com- 
panies, fir Perducas d' Albret, Naudon de Bagerant, 
Lanuit, the bourg de l'Efparre, the bourg de 
Breteuil, Efpiote, Bernard de Will, and others. 

All thefe men at arms were drawn out in battle 
array, and took the field, when the whole coun- 



• The fouldich di la Trane. See Afhmole, vol. ii. where 
there is a long account of him, and mention alio is made of the 
lotd^de Motitferrant and de 1'Erparre. 
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try began to tremble for the corifequcnces. Afr 
that time the prince of Wales was not able to 
mount his horfe, but was, for his greater eafe, 
carried in a litter. They followed the road to 
Limoulin, in order to get to Limoges, where in 
due time they arrived and encamped all round itL 
The prince fwore he would never leave the* place 
until he had regained it. 

The bifhop of the place and the inhabitants 
found they had afted too wickedly, and had greatly 
incenfed the prince > for which they were very 
repentant, but that was now of no avail, as they 
were not the mailers of the town. Sir John de 
Villemur, fir Hugh de la Rothc arid Roger d6 
Beaufort, who commanded in it* did all they 
could to comfort them by faying, c Gentlemen, 
do not be alarmed : we are fufiiciently ftitoiig. to 
hold out againft the army df th€ prince : hrt can-* 
not take us by affauk, nor greatly htut us, for we 
are well fupplied with artillery.* 

When the prince and his marfliafc hid Well con- . 
iidered the ftrength and force of Littioges, and 
knew the number of gentlemen that were in it, 
they agreed they could never take i« by affault, but 
faid they would attempt it by another manner. 

The prince was always accuftomed to carry 
with him, in his expeditions,. & large body of 
miners : thefe were immediately fet to work/ 
and made great progrefs. The knights whq 
were in the town foon perceived they were un- 
dermining them, and on that account began to 

cotmter- 



countermine to prevent the effedfc. But we wilr 
now leave the prince a little, to, return to fir 
Robert Knolles. 



CHAP. XX. 

S*R ROfcERt KNOLLES, IN CONTINUING HIS 

INCURSIONS THROUGH DIFFERENT PROVINCES 

OF FRANCE, ADVANCES NEAR TO PARIS*—- 

A KNIGHT OF HIS ARMY, IN RETURNING 

FROM A VAINGLORIOUS EXPEDITION, IS SLAIN 

fcY A BUTCHER OF PARIS. 

i 

CIR Robert Knolles, as has been before related, 
^ had entered France with a large body of men, 
and was marching by (hort ftages through that 
kingdom With a magnificence for tfrhich the people 
and the rich provinces paid dearly. The Englifli, 
as they advanced and retreated* did infinite mif- 
chic£ at the fame time lhewing as if they only 
wilhed for a battle. 

Having paffed through the countries of Artois, 
Vermandois, the bilhoprick of JLaon, the arch- 
bilhoprick of Rheims in Champagne, they re- 
returned into Brie, and from thence came near to 
Paris, and quartered themfelves for a day and two 
nights in the villages around it. 

" King Charles of France was at that time in the 

eityi and he could fee from his palace of St. Pol 
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the lire and fmoke which the enemy were making 
in the Gatinob. There were alio in the city the 
conftable of France fir Moreau de Fienncs, the 
count dc St. Pol, the count de Tancarville, the 
count de Saltzburg, the vifcount Meaux, fir Raoul 
de Coucy, the fenefchal of Hainault, fir Odoart 
de Renti, fir Enguerrand d'Audin, the lord de 
Ch&teau-julien, fir John de Vienne, the lord de la 
Riviere, and many more great knights and valorous 
men of Frances but not one of them fallied forth, 
for the king had ftri&ly forbidden them fo to do. 
The lord de Cliffoh, who was of the king's cabinet 
council, and more liftened to than the reft, faid 
every thing he could to prevent any knight from 
quitting the town, adding, among other things, 
c Sire, why (hould you employ yoijr men againft 
thefe madmen ? Let them go about their bufinds. 
They cannot take your inheritance from you, nor 
drive you out of it by fmoke.' 

The count de* St. Pol, the vifcount de Rohan, 
fir Raoul de Coucy, the lords de Canin, de 
Crefquos, fir Odoart de Renti and fir Enguerrand 
d'Audin, were at the barriers of St. James's gate. 
Now it happened one Tuefday morning, when the 
Englifh began to decamp, and had fet fire to all 
the villages wherein they were lodged, fo that the 
fires were diftincHy feen from Paris, a knight of 
their army, who had made a vow the preceding 
day that he would advance as far as the barriers 
and ftrike them with his lance, did not break his 
oath, but fet off* with his lance in his hand, his 
target on his neck, and completely armed except 

his 
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his helm&t, and, fpyrring hi$ ft^ed, was followed 
by Ids fquire on anotjber courier carrying the 
helmet. Whea he approached P^ris, he put on 
the helmet, which his fquiije laced behind. He 
then galloped away, {ticking fpurs into his horfe, 
and advanced pranciog to ftrike the barriers. They 
were chen open ; a#d the iords and borons within 
imagined he intended to erftef the *own, but he 
did not mean any fuqh thing, for, havicg ftruck 
the gates according to his vow., be c^eck^d his 
horfe and turned abayft T 4 he Frcr^h knights whp 
faw him thus retreat cried out Co hirn, c Get ayyay ! 
get away ! thou haft we^i acquitted tbyieUl 9 As 
far the name of $hb knight, I tfa ignorant qf it, 
dor do I know frofci what L cowx;ry he came , but 
he boce far his arm$ gule& £ de#x fmtffep m\x 7 
with une borduse noire ,&o& ,3&de{rt&. 

However, an adventure jlpfcf^ him, from wfyich 
he had not lb fortunate **> e^ftjje. Ophi^jr^yr^ 
he met a butcher on the j^ay^ment r in the fuburb»> 
a very ftrong man, who ( h*d noticed iiim ,juf &e 
had pafied him, and who 4%ad -in -his -handa xaty 
fharp and heavy 'hatchet wieh a 'long handle. As 
the knight was returning alone, and in a carelds 
manner, the valiant butcher came on one fide of 
him, and gave him fuch a blow between the 
(houlders that he fell on his horfe's neck : he 
recovered himfelf, but the butcher repeated the 
blow on his head fo that the axe entered it. The 
knight, through excefs of pain, fell to the earth -, 
and the horfe galloped away to the fquije, who 
was waiting for his jnafter in the fields at the ex- 
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remity of the fuburbs. The fquire caught the 
courfer, but wondered what was become of his 
mailer ; for he had feen him gallop to the barriers, 
ftrike them, and then turn about to come back. He 
therefore fet out to look for him ; but he had not 
gone many paces before he faw him in the hands 
of four fellows, who were beating him as if they 
were hammering on an anvil : this fo much 
frightened the fquire that he dared not advance 
farther, for he faw he could not give him any 
eSe&ual affiftance : he therefore returned as 
ipeedily as he could. 

Thus was this knight (lain : and thofe lords who 
were pofted at the barriers had him buried in holy 
ground. The fquire returned to the army, and 
related the misfortune which had befallen his 
matter. All his brother-warriors were greatly an- 
gered thereat ; and they marched to take up their 
quarters for the night, between Montlehery * and 
Paris, upon a fmall river, where they encamped at 
an early hour in the day. 

• Montlehery,— a town in the iflc of France, feven league* 
from Paris. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN TAKES THE FOR- 
TRESS . OF ST. YRIER IN LIMOUSIN.— THE 
PRINCE OF WALES RE-CONQUERS LIMOGES. 

TOURING the time fir Robert Knolles was em- 
x ^ ployed in his expedition, and the prince of 
Wales with his two brothers were at the fiege of 
Limoges, fir Bertrand du Guefclin with his com- 
pany, amounting to about two hundred lances, 
marched through a part of Limoufin, but did not 
encamp in the open plain for fear of the Englifli. 
He retreated every night into fome of the ftrong 
places which had lately turned to the French : in 
that number were the caftlesof fir Louis de Male- 
val and fir Raymond de Marncil, &nd feveral others : 
from thence he njade daily exeurfions tp conquer 
other towns and caftles. 

The prince knew well all this ; for he received . 
every day information of what was pafling, as well 
as complaints on the fubje&j but he would not 
break up his fiege, for he had too much at heart 
the lofs of Limoges. 

Sir Bertrand entered the vifcounty of Limoges, 
a territory which was dependant on lord John de 
Montfort, duke of Brittany, in the name of the 
widow of lord Charles de Blois, to whom it had 
formerly belonged. He made war upon it with- 
out any oppofition j for the duke of Brittany did 
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not imagine Sir Bcrtrand would carry the war into 
any part of his property. He came before St. 
Yrier *, where there were not pny gentlemen that 
knew how to defend it \ and the inhabitants were 
fo frightened, they furrendered themfelves under 
the obedience of the duchefs dowager of Brittany, 
in whofe name the war was made. The Bretons 
formed St. Yrier .into a confiderable garrifon ; by 
which means they took many other towns in Li- 
raaufin. But let us return to the prince. , 

The prince of Wales remained about a month, 
and not more, before the city of Limoges : he 
would not allow of any aflaults or fkirmiftiing, but 
kept his miners fteadily at work. The knights in 
the town perceived what they were about, and 
made countermines to deftroy them; but they 
failed in their attempt. When the miners of the 
prince (who, as they found themfelves counter- 
mined, kept changing the line of direftion of their 
own mine) had finiflied their bufinefs, they came 
to the prince, and faid ; c My lord, we are ready, 
and will throw down, whenever you pleafe, a very 
large part of the wall into the ditch, through the 
breach of which you may enter the town- at your 
cafe and without danger/ 

This news was very agreeable to the prince, 
who replied, c I wilh then that yould prove your 
words to-morrow morning at fix o'clock/ The 
miners fet fire to the combuftibles in the mine; 
and on the morrow morning, as they had foretold 
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the princei they flung down a great piece of wall, 
which filled the ditches. 

The Engltfh few this with pleafure, for they 
were all armed and prepared to enter the town. 
Thofe on foot did fo, and ran to the gate, which 
they deftroyed as well as the barriers, for there 
were no other defences ; and all this was done fa 
fuddcnly that the inhabitants had not time to pre- 
vent it. 

. The prince, the duke of Lancafter, the earls of 
Cambridge and of Pembroke, fir Guifcard d' Angle 
and the others, with their men, ruflied into the 
town. You would then have feen pillagers, a&ive 
to do mifchief, running through the town, flaying; 
men, women and children, according to their 
orders. It was a moft melahcholy bufinefs ; for 
all ranks, ages and fexes caft themfelves on their 
knees before the prince, begging for mercy ; but 
be was fo inflamed with paflion and revenge that 
he liftened to none, but all were put to the fwqrd, 
wherever they could be found, even thofe who 
were not guilty : for I know not why the poor were 
not fpared, who could not have had any part in 
this treafon ; but they fufiered for it, and indeed 
more than* thofe who had been the leaders of the 
treachery. 

There was not that day in the city of Limoges 
any heart fo hardened, or that had any fenfe of 
religion, who did not deeply bewail the unfortu- 
nate events paffing before their eyes; for upwards 
of three thoufand men, women and children were 
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to death that day; God have mercy on their foul? ! 
for they were veritable martyrs. 

A company of Englilh, in entering the town, 
haftened to the palace of the bifhop, whom they 
there found and 4 took prifoner, carrying him, with- 
out any regard to his dignity, to the prince of 
Wales, who, eyeing him indignantly, told him 
that his head fhould be cut off, and ordered him 
out of his prefence. 

We will now fpeak of thofe knights who were 
in the town, fir John de Villemur, fir Hugh de 
la Roche, and Roger de Beaufort, fon to the count 
de Beaufort, governors of the city. When they 
perceived the tribulation which was overpowering 
them, they faid -, e We fhall all be flain for a cer- 
tainty, if we do not gallantly defend ourfelves : let 
us therefore fell our lives; as dearly as^ood knighttf 
ought to do.' Upon this, fir John de Villemur 
faid to Roger de Beaufort, € You muft be knight- 
ed.' Roger replied, € Sir, I have not as yet fig- 
nalized myfelf fufficiently for that honour, but I 
thank you much for your good opinion in fuggeft- 
ing it to me.' No more was faid, for they had 
not time to hold further converfation. 

They collected in a body, and, placing them- . 
felves before an old wajl, fir John de Villemur and 
fir Hugh de la Roche difplayed their banners* and 
drew up in good order. They might be, in the 
whole, about fourfcore. 

The duke of Lancafter and the earl of Cart- 
bridge, with their men, advanced upon them, and 
difmpunted, to be on an equality with the enemy. 

They 
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They attacked them with hearty good will. You 
may eafily imagine that this handful of men could 
not refift the Englifh, hut were all flain or made 
prifoners. 

The duke of Lancafter was engaged for a long 
time with fir John de Villemur, who was a hardy 
knight, ftrong and well made. The earl of Cam- 
bridge fingled out fir Hugh de la Roche, and the 
earl of Pembroke Roger de Beaufort, who was 
but a fimple efquire. Thefe three Frenchmen did 
many valorous deeds of arms, as all allowed, and 
ill did it betide thofe who approached too near. 
The prince, coming that way in hisr carriage, 
looked on the combat with great pleafure, and 
enjoyed it fo riiuch that his heart was foftened and 
his anger appeafed. After the combat had lafted 
a confiderable time, the Frenchmen, with one ac- 
cord, viewing their fwords, faid, c My lords, we 
are yours i you have vanquifhed us : therefore a<5fc 
according to the law of arms.' c By God,' re- 
plied the duke of Lancafter, c fir John, we do not 
intend otherwife, and we accept you for our pri- 
foners.' Thus, as I have been informed, were 
thefe three knights taken. But the bufinefs was 
not here ended, for the whole town was pillaged, 
burnt, and totally deftroyed. The Englifh then 
departed, carrying with them their booty and 
prifoners. - They marched to Cognac, where the 
princefs had remained, and there thq prince • dif- 
banded his forces, not intending to do any thing 
more that feafon; for he did not feel himfelf at 
his eafe, as every exertion aggravated his diforder, 

which 
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which was iftcreaftng, to the great difmay of hit 
brothers and all thofe about him* 

I muft inform you how the bifhop of limoges 
efcaped with imprifonment, who had been in im- 
minent danger of his life. The duke of Lan- 
cafter afked him of the prince, who confented, 
and ordered him to be given up to the duke, for 
him to do with him according as he willed- The 
bifhop having good friends, they fent information 
of his fituation to the pope, who had lately ar- 
rived at Avignon $ and fortunate was- it for the 
bifhbp they did fo; otherwife he would have been 
a dead man. The pope wrote fuch prefling and 
kind letters to the duke of Lancafter, to requefl 
he would give him the bifhop, that he was un- 
willing to refufe, and fent him to the pope, who 
felt himfelf exceedingly ohliged for it. 

We will now fay what was going forward in 
France. 



CHAP. XXII. 

SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN 1$ MADE CON- 
STABLE OF FRANCE. 

'TH^HE king of France was informed of the con* 

*> queft and deftru&ion of Limoges, and how 

the prince and his army had left it empty and 

deferted, which vexed him much on account of 

the 
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the diftrefs and loft of the late inhabitants. It 
was therefore thought advifable in a council of 
nobles and prelates, as well as by the common 
affent of the whole kingdom, to cleft a chief or 
commander, called a conftable (for fir Moreaude 
Fiennes wilhed to refign the office) who was a 
valiant and enterprifing man, and one to whom 
all knights and fquires would pay proper de- 
ference. After all things had been well confi- 
dered, they unanimoufly elefted fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin (provided he would undertake the of- 
fice,) as the mod valiant, the bed informed, the 
xnoft virtuous and fortunate in conducing affairs 
for the crown of France of all thofe who were 
bearing arms in its defence. 

The king wrote to him by meffengcrs, for him 
to come to Paris. Thofe fent found him in the 
vifcounty of Limoges, taking caftles and forts, 
which he put under the obedience of madame dc 
Bretagne, widow of the late lord Charles de Blois. 
He had lately taken a town called Brantome*, 
whofe inhabitants had furrendered themfelves to 
him, and was then on an expedition againft 
another. 

Wheji the king's meffengers came to him, he 
received them handfomely, as he knew well how 
to do. They gave him their letter, and deli- 
vered their meffage word for word. When fir 
Bertrand thus faw himfelf fpecially ordered, he 
was unwilling to make any more excufes for not 

- . _____ . 

• Braiuome*— a town in Perigord, diocefe of Perigueux* 

waiting 
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waiting on the king of France to know his will i 
he fet out as foon as poflible, having ordered all 
his men into the garrifons which he* had con- 
quered, and appointed his nephew, fir Oliver dc 
Mauny, commander over them. 

He rode on to Paris, where he found the king 
furrounded by a number of the lords of his coun- 
cil. He was received by all with great pleafure $ 
and the king told him of his being chofen con- 
ftable of France. On hearing which, fir Bertrand 
modeftly and fagely excufed himfelf, faying, € he 
was not worthy /of it : that he was but a poor 
knight and fimple batchelor, in comparifon with 
the great lords and valorous men of France, how- 
ever fortune might have been favourable to him.* 
The king replied, € that his excufes- would be of 
no avail $ that he muft confent to accept this dig-, 
nity, for it had been fo determined by the decifion 
of the whole of the council of France, and that 
he would not break through fuch a refolution.* 
Sir Bertrand ufed other arguments to excufe him- 
felf; adding f Dear lord and noble king, I cannot, 
I dare not, whatever I may wifh, oppofe what 
may be your good pleafure : but in truth I am too 
poor a man, and of low extraftion, for the office 
of conftable, which is fo grand and noble that it is 
proper for thofe (who wifh to excercife it juftly and 
honourably) to command and keep a ftrift eye 
more upon the great than the poor. Now Sir, here 
are my lords your brothers, your nephews and your 
coufins,'who will have different commands in your 
armies, and in various expeditions $ and how fhall 

I dare 
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I dare to order them ? Certainly, my dear lord, 
envy and jealoufy are fo much abroad, I ought to 
be on my guard againft them: I therefore entreat 
you will not infift on my taking this office, but give 
it to fome other who will readily accept it, and 
who knows better than I do how to execute it.' 
The king made ,anfwer ; € Sir Bertrand, that ex- 
cufe will not ferve you 5 for I have neither brother, 
nephew, coufin, count or baron in my realm but 
who will obey your orders ; and fhould any one 
a£t otherwife, he would fo anger rne that he fhould 
ibon feel the effefts of it : I therefore beg of you 
to accept this office with a good will. 9 

Sir Bertrand, finding that no excufc nor any 
thing he could fay would be liftened to, accepted 
the king's offer, but it was much againft his incli- 
nation. He was invefted with the office of con- 
liable ; and the king, to fhew him greater afFeftion, 
made him bfe feated at his table, and gave him, 
befides this office, many rich gifts and large do- 
mains in land, for him and his heirs. The duke 
of Anjou was very aftive in forwarding this pro- 
motion. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 



SIR BERTRAND i>tf GUESCL*N AND THE LORD 
DB CLISSON XTEfZAT THE FORCES OF SIR 
ROBERT KNOLLES AT MMTrYALIN*. 

QOOJtf after fir Btertr^nd dv Guefc^in h^d beca 
■ invefted with t^e dignity gf confta.We, be toty 
the king he wifhcd to form an expedition agabft 
fir Robert JtnoUqi $nd his forces, who we#e at 
that time .on the borers of M?i{* And AnjOV* 
This was very agw*e»$>le *> the Jting, ;who Jaid to 
him, * Take aj^y -wmber <*f : tnefl at grms yo# 
pleafe, and whatever elfe you may think righjt/ 

The conftable made every neceflaryyi^ar#ioa, 
and collated a large body of men at .arms, Rre- 
tons and others,, and parched towards Maine > 
taking with him the lord de fCliffon. The conffy- 
ble came- to the city of Mans, where he fixe$ his 
head-quarters, and the lord de Cliffon in another 
town hard by : they might be about five hundred 
lances. 

Sir Robert Knolles and his army were ftill iji 
that part of the country, but they did not agree 
very well together; for there was an Englifli 
knight among them, called fir John Menitre- 
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worth*, who always obje&ed to what others pro- 
pofed, and faid they only wafted their time in 
thefe expeditions, and wore down and fatigued the 
men without doing any thing effential, or making 
any conqueft. This knight, who commanded a 
large force, and had fome able men at arms with 
him, left the others. Sir Robert Knolles and fir 
Aleyne Boxhull, however kept together, and 
were quartered pretty near to Mans. Sir Thomas 
Grantfon, fir Gilbert Giffbrd, fir Geoffry Worfley, 
and fir William Neville, were quartered a good 
day's march in the rear. 

When fir Robert Knolles and fir Aleyne Box- 
hull heard that the conftable of France and the 
lord de Cliflbn were come into thofe parts, they 
were much rejoiced, and faid, ' It will be well for 
us to collect our forces more together, and poft 
ourfelves to our advantage" in this country ; for fir 

lertrand, in the novelty of office, is certainly 
come to look at us, and he would not have been 
happy if he had not made this expedition. We 
have already rode through the realm of France 
without meeting with any hindrance. Let us in- 
form fir Hugh Calverly (who is at Saumur on the 
Loire), and fir Robert Cheney, fir Robert Bri- 

|uet, and the other captains of companies who 



* Sir John Menftrewonh. FroilTart calls him Maifirurde. 
I have followed Barnes, who adds that he was a traitor, fold to 
the French, and, having embezzled large funis defined for the 

f of the army, was afraid to be called to an accouut for 
them. 



are near us, of our fituation and intentions, who 
will willingly haften to join us. We may there- 
fore fall upon this new conftatye, and the lord de 
Cliffon, who is fo much our enemy* ; and we (hall 
make a handfome finifli to our campaign/ 

Between fir Robert Krtolles, fir Aleyne Boxhull, 
and fir John Seton, there was not any. difference 
of opinion j and they a£ted always in unifon* 
They immediately fent off meffengers fecretly to 
fir Hugh Calvcrly, fir Robert Briquet, and the 
others, with letters to inform them how they were 
fituated, and to propofe that they fhould join in 
an attack upon the French. They fignified the 
fame to fir Thomas Grantfon, fir Gilbert Giftbrd, 
fir Geoffry Worfley and the others, defiring-them 



* The lord de Cliffon, fo muStb our enemy, tlis quarrel with 
the duke of Brittany and the Englifh, to whom he had always 
been attached, was caufed by the duke's refufal of a requeft he 
made for the lordfhip of Gavre, which was very convenient to 
him, and near his caitle of Blein. 

When-he afked for it, the duke faid he had difpofed of it in 
favour of fir John Chandos, to whom he had efTential oblig 
tions. Cliffon, enraged at this preference, fwotfe he Wo aid 
never have an Englifbman for his neighbour* fet fire to the 
houfe, and had the Hones caried to Blein, ufing them to 
fortify this cattle. He conceived fo mortal a hatred to the 
Englifh that he embraced the party of the countefs de Pen- 
thievre, on whom he had before made war, and accepted the 
lieutenancy of Brittany under her, and the guard of all the 
places fhe had there, This change of conduct introduced him 
to the fervice of Charles V. who admitted him to his councils, 
loaded him with gifts, and gave him the lieutenance general de 
Touraine. — Memoir es de Bertrand du Guefclin,par Btrvilk, W; 
ii. p. 210, note. 
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to advance to a place which they pointed out to 
them, for they were in hopes to engage die French 
who had come on this expedition. Upon receiv- 
ing this intelligence, they all made ready with 
great cheerfulnels to join their companies, amount- 
ing to about two hundred fpears. 

This matter, however, was not carried on fa 
fecretly but that fir Bertrand and the lord de 
CJiffon gor wind of it, and knew 3lfo what was 
ntended on the junction of their forces : they 
therefore armed themfelves during the night, and, 
■ inarching with their men and garrifons, took the 
field. This lame night, fir Thomas Grantfon, fir 
Gcoffry Worfiey, fir Gilbert Giftbrd, fir William 
Neyilje and the others, had left -their quarters, 
and advanced towards fir Robert Knolles and fir 
AJeyne Boxhull to a fpot where they expected to 
find them. But their march was lhortenedj for, 
directly at a .place called Pont-valin, they were 
met by the French, who immediately charged 
them, and furrounded them, as they were full four 
hundred lances and the Englilh about two hun- 
dred. The battle was Iharp and long, and well 
fought on. both fides. As foon as they met, they 
difmounted, and attacked each other molt va- 
liantly with fpears and fwords. The French 
gained the v ictory over the Englilh, who were all 
flain or made prifoners ; for not an Englifhman 
fled, except fome of the pages or fervants, who, 
mounting their mafters' couriers, made oft" as faft 
as pofiible when they faw they were defeated. 
Among the prifuaers were, fir Thomas Grantfon, 
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fir Gilbert Gifford, fir Geoffiy Worfley, fir Wik 
liam Neville, fir Philip Courtenay, fir Hugh Dc- 
fpencer, and many more knights and fquircs, who 
were all conduced to the citvof Mans. 

Intelligence of this was fpeedily fpread over the 
country, and foon known to fir Robert Knolles, 
fir Hugh Calverley and the others, who were 
mbch vexed thereat, and broke up their intended 
attack, through this unexpedted event. Thofe at 
Sautnur, as well as in the other quarters, remained 
quiet. Sir Robert Knolles tod fir Aleyne Boxhull 
made a handfome retreat into Brittany, for they 
were not far diftant. Sir Robert went to his caftlc 
of Derval, where he gave orders to all his men 
at arms and archers to go wherever they might 
find profit or honour, and fcveral returned" to 
England, whence they had come. Sir Aleyne 
Boxhull went to pafs the winter in his town of St. 
Sauveur le Vicomte, which the king of England 
had given to him. ' 

After the defeat of Pont-valin, where a part of 
the Englifh were flain and the remainder put to 
the rout, fo that the expedition was ruined, fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin (whofe entrance into the 
office of conftable had been thus fortunately fig- 
nalized, in" a way to gain him great honour and 
reputation) came to Paris; accompanied by the 
lord de Gliflbn, and bringing with them the greater 
part of the prifoners, to whom they behaved very 
handfomely, allowing them to go at large on their 
•parole for their ranfom. They neither fhut them 
up in prifon, nor put on ftiackks and fetters, as 
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tke Germans do in order to obtain a heavier fail* 
Ibm. Curfes on them for it. Thefe people are 
without pity or honour, and they ought never to 
deceive quarter. 1fhe French entertained their 
prifoners well, and ranfomed them courteoufly 
without bdng too hard with them. 

The prince of Wales, the duke of Lancafter 
and all the Engli(h> who> after the conqueft and 
Vengeance taken on Limoges, had retired to Cbg* 
nac, were much difmayed by the defeat at Pont* 
valin. 

This yeaf , iabout Chriftmas, pope Urbaa Y. 
died at Avignon. He was a learned and wife 
man, and a good Frenchman; The cardinals a£> 
femhled in conclave to choofe a fucceflbr, when 
they unanimoufly elefted the cardinal de Beau- 
fort, who took the name of pope Gregory XI; 
The king of France was well pleafed with this 
creation and divine eledtion, for he knew him to 
be a loyal Frenchman and a prudent man. The 
duke of Anjou was at Avignon during the con- 
clave, and took much pains that he Ihould be 
elefted pope* 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

SIR EUSTACE D*AMfeRfeTICOTJfcT IS MADS PRN 
TOILER \VD R'ANSOMED'.-^-SlR. RAYMOND DE 
MAktfEIL, A PARTISAN OF FRANCE* IS T&KEN^ 
AND IN IMMINENT DANGfeRj But SAVED BY 
nVs KEEPER. 

A V Ek Y urfortttfetfe U&iehttite befelffr Euftace 
**■ d'AiAftrcfticourt nMch ibotft this time. As 
tic w£s YldSrig oric day ffti^dugh Limcmfin, he came 
in the ev&fing ko the caftfc of the lord dk Pienfc 
Buffere, Which lie chtercfdj 'thinking him a frien^ 
a 'brother TctidWr and 4 gtfbd lEngKftimah. But 
tHerrfe Biiffierc had ^lyeh tfphisc'aftfe to Thibaut 
tfu Pone, a man kt artris fr6rti Brittany, and his 
tompariy. Thlbaiit feitfed fir Efttiace, who wa* 
not kriy Vayoh his gi&rd, taadc'him h& prifoner, 
Wrid afterward ranfofned him for tWdve thoufand 
francs, of which he paid down four thotifrhd, and 
left his fon, Francois d'Ambreticourt, his Iioftage 
for the remainder to the duke of Bourbon, who had 
gone fecurity for him, and had taken great pains to 
obtain his liberty, becaufe fir Euftace had been 
-very aftive in obtaining the freedom of the lady his 
mother, when ftie had been made prifoner by the 
free companies at Belleperche. After he had ob- 
tained his liberty, fir Euftace went and refided in 
£arentan, beyond the fords of St. Clement in 
'tower Normandy, a very handfome town which 
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lived and remained in the world he was a rapft va- 
liant knight. 

Nearly at thjs period, fir Raymond de^aradl ? 
who had changed his party from the jinglifh tq the 
French, was, returning to his own cpyntry frp^j 
Paris, when he met with a difagreeab4e .accident. 
Qn his road, he encountered a body of Engjifh, 
belonging to (the forces , of fir Hugh Calverleyj 
epmrhanded by a knight ,pf PoitouJ and canje To 
fuddenly among them that he could not efcape: be 
was thus taken, and carried prifpnef .to. the cafHe $ 
% knight .in Poitou. The capture of fir RJ« 2 * 
m.ond was knpwn in England ' and came to the 
kiflg's knpwjedge,, whp immediately wrote to the 
1m'%¥? orbing km to ^ that enemy anj) 
ffiSiW ft RayWAd <& Marneil directly to Eng^ 
H ,pn wh#m he wpuki wreak fych vengeance 
jhat Jt J(houAd ft.rye as an example to all ptherj ^ 
and that he would pay Jhjyrn fix thoufand francs for 
jb.js ,ranfom. $#r Q.eoffry' d'^rgertfpn, Wo'jbad 
ta^cn ,0r Raymqnd, w^s npt willing tjp d.ifobey tfe 
o^fors v qf bis foyereign juid lord; and ^l^d he. 
youjd pMnc^uaJJy follpw his ^^aflds. 

$r Raymond de Marneil w.as informed that the 
King pf England wifhed # have his pejfon, u£ 
ttfd .(ent pnfcrs to tjhat e%ftj and alfo that fir 
.Qe.qffry was determined to .obey him. $e wj$ 
.therefore more ajarmed th^n ever, s ar$ not w,}thopt 
reafpn. He ^an to ,u^er .in ,his prifon the mo£ 
$>ittpu$ ^pins^, .inf^uqh .{hat %i\c ■pc.rjbn who 
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guarded him, and was an Englifliman, began to 
companionate him and gently to footh him. 

Sir Raymond, who faw no rays of comfort in his 
diftrefs, fince he was to be fent to England, at laft 
opened his mind to his keeper. c My friend/ faid 
he, < if you will engage to deliver me from the pe- 
ril in which I am, I will promife and fwear on my 
loyalty to divide half and half with you all my 
landed pofleffions, which you Aiall have for your 
inheritance ; and never as long as I live will I be 
wanting to you in whatever manner you may 
pleafe.' The Englifliman, who was poor, con- 
sidered that fir Raymond was in danger of his life, 
and as he had promifed him fuch a handfome re- 
compenfe to fave it, he took companion on him, 
and faid he would do all he could to ferve him. 
Sir Raymond heard this with great joy, and fwore 
upon his honour to perform ftriftly what he had 
promifed, and even more if he infilled upon it. 
Upon which they confulted how they could belt 
bring this bufinefs to a happy end. 

When night came, the Englifliman, who kept 
the keys of the tower of the caftle where fir Ray- 
^ ffiond lay, opened his prifon and a poftern-gate ? 
from whence they iffued into the plain, and made 
for a wood, to prevent themfelves being overtaken. 
They were in greater diftrefs all the night than can 
be imagined ; for they marched feven leagues on 
foot, aqd it had frozen fo hard, that their feet were 
all cut and torn. At laft, however, at the dawn 
they came to a French fortrefs, where they were 
fwarqly received by the companions who guarded 
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it. Sir Raymond related to them his adventures*- 
and they all returned thanks to Gbd for his fortu- 
nate efcape. In truth, when the knight on the 
morrow found they had gone off* he fcnt horfemen 
every where round the country in fearch of theni* 
but in vain. 

In this manner did fir Raymond de MarqeU 
efcape from fuch imminent danger. He returned 
to Limoufin, and told all his friends his great obli- 
gations to the Englifh fquire* The Englifhman 
was much honoured by them, and fir Raymond 
wanted to divide his eftate with him ; but he re- 
fufed to accept fo much, and would only take two 
hundred livres a-year, adding that was fully fuffi- 
fient for the fupportof himfelf in his fituation, - 
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CHAP. XXV, 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, HAVING LOST BY DEATff 
HIS ELDEST SON, GIV?S UP THE DUCHY OP 
AQUITAINE TO THE CARE OF THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER.-^FOUR KNIGHTS OF BRITTANY 
TAKE THE CASTLE OF MONT-PAON*, 

AT this time, the ^eldeft fon of the prince and 
princefs of Wales died in the city of Bour- 
deaux. They were exceedingly grieved at this 

• Mont-paon,— a village of Rouergye, ek&ion pf Milhand. 
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tVctik, Ind iffifc Wthdut rtifett. Yfte pfmfte w» 
advifed io fetOHi to Ehgteritl, dS perhaps he might 
ihere recover hi.S health ; iahd, afc this advice wai 
given him by his phyfici'ahi fcnd futons, ht 
Agreed to it, 3?repar*ti6hs Weft made for hkd«& 
parture ; and, I believe, the earls of £aiftbHdj*e 
and Pembroke were ordered to rettiHi faith hith to 
bear hi'm company. 

When the prince Ml abbiit t6 teave A^tiitainC, 
and his Veflel wai in the harbout of Bourdeatix/ on 
the Vivcr Garonne, where he had atrivea toith thfc 
princefs and the young Richard, his fob, he iffued 
from the city of Sourdeatix a fpcfciai fomtfibhS toUl! 
the Barons and kftights of GafcoAy aftdPbitott, ahd 
to all others oVer viftom hfe was lord 6t toho ife- 
pended on him. When they were arrived, and af- 
fembled before him in his hall of audience, he ad- 
drefled them by faying, c that during the time he . 
had been their prince, he had always maintained 
them in peace, profpferity, atfxi 1 p6wei', as far as de- 
pended on him, againft all their enemies ; but that 
flow, ih the hope of recovering his taeakln of which 
he had great need, he intended to return to Eng- 
land : he therefore befought them earneftly to put 
their faith in, and t6 ferve arid obey his brother, the 
duke of Laricafter, & *hey had before ferved and 
obeyed him : that they would find him a good and 
Cdtirteotfc ;lor&, and He begged of them to aid and 
afllft hitti in all Hh affairs'. 

The barons of Acjuitttinc, Gafooity, Poitou and 
Saihtorige affented to his requeft, and fwore upon 
their faith and loyalty he Vbr to* dfeftrt him.. They 
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performed fealty and homage to the duke, declaring 
themfelves willing to pay him all affection, fcrvice 
and obedience. This they fwore in the prince's 
prefence, and they all kitted him on the mouth*. 
After thefe affairs were fettled, the prince did not 
tarry long in Bourdeaux, but embarked on board 
his veflcl with the princefs and his fon, accom- 
panied by theearls of Cambridge and Pembroke. 
There were in this fleet five hundred combatants, 
befides archers. They had favourable weather, 
and, meeting with no accident, arrived fafcly at 
Southampton. They were 'difembarked j and, 
after having refVefiied themfelves for two days, 
all mounted their horles, and took the road for 
Windfor, except the prince, who was carried in his 
fttter. On their arrival, they found the king, who 
was then there. He received his children very 
kindly, and made many enquiries into the ftate of 
Guienne. After the prince had made fome ftay 
with the king, he took his leave, and retired to his 
manor of Berkhamftead, twenty m.Ies from the 
city of London. 

We will for the prefent leave the prince, and fay 
what had patted in Aquitaine. 

Soon after the departure of the prince from 
Bourdeaux, the duke of Lancafter ordered prepa- 
rations for the funeral of his nephew Edward. It 



• Allliffedhim onihcmauth. Homage de boucheetdes mains 
Is done by a vall'il with head -uncovered, hands joined and a kifs 
received, which: binds him to fight far bis lord only in defence of 
the lands whereof be holds.— Cotgkave. 
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was very grand and magnificent! and was attended 
by all the barons of Gafcony and Poitou** 

Whilft all thefe things were going forward, and 
the funeral occupied every one's attention, and 
detained the barons in Bourdeaux, there ifliied forth 
from the garrifon of Perigord upwards of two hun-i 
dred lances of Bretons, whom the duke of Anjou 
had fent and polled there. They were commanded 
by four valiant and hardy knights, whofe names 
were, fir William de Longueval, fir Alain de U 
Houflaye, fir Louis de Mailly and the lord d'Arcy, 
Thefe knights marched with their men to a hand- 
fome and ftrong caftle called Mont-paon, of which 
a knight was lord. When thefe Bretons arrived, 
and had advanced up to the barriers, they ma- 
noeuvred as if they intended an immediate affault, 
and completely furrounded it. Upon which fir 
William de Mont-paon, proving he had more of 
French courage than Englifh, turned to them, and 
in fhort furrendered. He gave admittance to thefe 
knights and their companions into his caftle, of 
which they took pofieflion, and faid they would 
defend it againft all the world. They repaired and 
added to it whatever might have been wanting. 
, Intelligence of this was foon carried to Bour- 
deaux, when the duke of Lancafter told the barony 



# He was buried in the Auguftine Friars, London. 

* Here was interred the bodie of Edward, the eldeft fonne of 
Edward the black prince, by Joan his wife, furnamed The Faire 
Maide of Kent, who was born at Angolefine anno 1375, and 
died at feven years of zgtS—Wetvtt's Funtrtl Manumntu 
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they were inactive, for that the Bretons had made 
an incurfion, and had taken Mont-paon, which was 
clofe to their borders. Indeed, when the duke and 
barons firft heard of this, they were much alhamed 
and made immediate preparations for marching to- 
wards that part; they fet our from me city of 
Bourdeaux on a Wednefday after dinner. 

With the duke of Lancafter there we're, the lords 
de Pons and de Partenay, fir Louis de Harcourt, 
fir Guifcard d'Angle, fir Percival de Coulongne, fir 
Geoffry d'Argenton, fir James de Surgeres, fir 
Maubrun de Linieres, fir William de Montendre, 
fir Hugh de Vinoye, the lord de Crupenac, and 
many more knights and barons of Poitou and Sain- 
tonge. From Gafcony were, the captal de Buch, 
the lord de Pommiers, fir Helie de Pommiers, the 
lords de Chaumont, de Montferrant, de Langeron, 
the fouldich de la Trane, fir Bernardet de 1'Abret, 
the lord de Gironde, fir Aimery de Teftu, and fe- 
veral others. Of the Englifh were, fir Thomas 
Felton, lord Thomas Percy, the lord Roos, fir Mi- 
chael de la Pole, the lord Willoughby, fir Wil- 
liam Beauchamp, fir Richard de Pontchardon, fir 
Baldwin de Franville, me earl of Angus and many 
more. They were in all rather more than feven 
hundred fpcars and five hundred archers. They 
marched in good order to Mont-paon, where on 
their arrival fir William de Montpaon, feeing the 
duke of Lancafter and his army come to befiege 
him, felt very uneafy ; for he knew that, if he 
were taken, lie fbould die a difgraceful death, 
without hopes of mercy, as lie had done too much 
againft 
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ag^inft hjrp to cxpedt any, He tol4, hi$ fear§ ta 
the four knights, and faid H c ftowld mate hi^. 
qfpape and go to Pcrigord ; but t)>at they werp 
matters of hi§ cattle to 4° W they pkaf«4 wifb it* 
Upon this he djre&ly departe4, and went fp thg 
city of P«4gord, which was very ftrong, ap4 ty% 
his cattle un&r the guard of ttef? fy™ )&*$&• 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

T#E FOUR &NJGJHTS DEFEND THEMSELVES 

AGAINST THS DVK£ 0]F l,A*fCASTER. — THE 

DU££, ON TAKING THg P£AgE, ADMIT$ 
THEM TO RANSOM. 

WHEN the duk£ of I^nc^ftpr w& arrived at 
Mont-paoo, with pU bis J?aro#s, kn^ght$ 
and ix*en at arras, he immediately laid fiege to it. 
Xhfjr built .tbexnfelyes fubftaoftal huts aU rpynd th? 
cattle, as if they wer,e to r$&i$&\ theje jfeycii years* 
They were not, howey.ex, idle, but began the af- 
(ault with great yigour, *nd had large .^Mantities of 
wood and faggots .cut down by the peafi"M$> and 
carried to the ditches, whiob they threw in ancj 
covered with large beams ,$nd earth j by which 
means they were fo ,filled up that they could ad- 
vance to the walk to {kirmifh with the garrifon, 
a? was daily done, ,and jhene were many $4ianJ 
cpnfli^ts. 

The 




The four Breton knights in the caftle were right 
good men at arms, and fought and defended them- 
felves fo valoroufly, that they were deferving of 
great praife. They were not difmayed, however 
near the Engiifh or Gafcons might advance, and 
never fuffered them to return conquerors. 

Not fardiftant, in the garrifon of St. Macaire*, 
which belonged to the Bretons, were John de Male- 
ftroit and Silveftre B tides, the governors of it, who, 
hearing every day of the great feats of arms which 
were doing before Mont-paon, were anxious to be 
partakers of them. They converted frequently on 
this ftfbject, faying, * Since we know that our 
companions are lb near to us, and thofe valiant 
men,' as fuch a one and luch a one, naming them, 
* have daily five or fix attacks on their hands, and 
art continually fighting, whilft we remain here 
doing of nothing, we certainly do not act well.' 
They were very ; eager to go and aftift them ; but, 
when they and their companions had all ipoken, 
they began to confider the danger there might 
be, if they fhould leave the garrifon without one 
of the commanders, and this puzzled them how to 
act. Silveftre Budes faid, 'By God I will go.' 
'Silveftre', replied John, 'you (hall ftay, and I 
will go.' This difputc continued fome time. At 
laft they agreed on their oaths, before all their 
companions, to draw ftraws, and that he who had 
the longed ftraw Ibould go, and the other re- 
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* St. Macaire, — a city of Guiennc, on the Garroane, ; 
leagues front Bourdeaox, 



toaih. Upon which they drew ftraws, and Sil- 
Veftre Budes had the longeft, which created a great 
laugh among the company, 

Silveftre did not take it for a joke, but wqnt and 
made himfclf ready; when, mounting hte horfe* 
he fet off with eleven men at arms, and rode for 
the cattle of Mont-paon, where he arrived and 
entered in the evening. The knights and garrifon 
were much rejoiced at feeing him, for they had a 
high opinion of his courage* 

As I have before faid, there were continued at- 
tacks every day made on Mont-paon ; and the 
knights within defended themfelves fo well that 
they acquired great honour, for until a large piece 
of the wall had been thrown down, they were not 
any way difmayed. 

• The Englifli had brought thither large machines 
and other engines of affault, which they could now 
place near to the walls where the ditches were 
filled up. There were alfo footmen covered with 
large fhields, who worked with pick-axes, and 
laboured fo earheftly that one afternoon they flung 
down upwards of forty feet of the wall. The 
lords of the army direftly ordered out a body of 
archers, who kept up fo well-direfted and fharp 
an attack with their arrows that none could ftand 
againft them, nor even fhow themfelves. 

Upon this, fir William de Lpngueval, fir Alain 
de la Houffaye, fir Louis de Mailly and the lord 
d'Arcy, finding from this fituation that they could 
not any longer hold out, fent one of their heralds 
mounted on horfeback, through the breach, to 
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fpeak with the duke of LancaftSTft for they wifhed, 
if poffible, to enter*tnto a treaty. The herald ad- 
vanced to the duke, way being made for him, 
and explained the bufinefs on which he was fent, . 
The duke, by the advice of thofe about him, 
granted an armiftice to the garrifon during the 
time of a parley; and the herald returned with 
his anfwer to his matters. The four knights 
direftly came forward upon the ditch, and the 
duke fent fir Guifcard d'Angle to hold a parity 
with them. 

Upon the ditch, therefore, they entered on a 
treaty, by afking, ' In what fort or manner does 
the duke intend to make us prifoners ?' Sir Guif- 
card, who had received his inftructions, replied ; 
'Gentlemen, you have greatly difpleafed my lord; 
for you have detained him here feveral weeks*, 
which has fretted him very much, and caufed the 
lofs of feveral of his men : for which reafons, he 
will not receive you, nor grant you mercy, but 
will have you furrender yourfelves fimply to him. 
He alfo infifts on fir William de Mont-paon being 
firft given up, for him to be dealt with according 
to his deferts as a traitor.' 

Sir Louis de Mailly replied ; ' Sir Guifcard, in 
regard to fir William de Mont-paon, whom you 
require from us, we fwear truly and loyally that 
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We arc ignorant what is become of Kim, tot h* 
dW not remain in chit town a moment *for you 
had begun to befiege it. But it will be very bard 
for us to forrcnder otirfdves in the manner you 
inftft on, who are fokKers lent bene lor pay, juft a^ 
• your commanders may fend you, or you may b* 
obliged to it by perfbrial fenrice $ and, before we 
accept of fuch * bargain, wt will fell our lives fo 
dearly that report tali fpeak of k * hundred 
years henee. Return* therefore, jx> die duke &f 
Lancafter, and tell him to accept of us m * c^Wr 
teous manner, upon certain terms of renfom, as 
4ie would w?(h (hbuid 4>e done to any of his #wn 
{wry, ftrould they happen to be fb unfortunate. ' 

Sir Quiicard -airfwered, that die wmild veyy «wik 
lingiy do fo to the utmoft of his powsr, Wirit 
thefc words, he returned to the duke, aod topfc 
with him the <:aptal de Such, ihe lords de Rofeu 
and de Mucident, the better to forward tfhe £>tffi<r 
fiefs. When thefe lords were come <tntt>fthe oduke^ 
prefcnee, they remonftratcd writhjhim i© QtatpiQntr 
ty, and with fuch good fuccefe, that he <graitf£# 
their requeft, and received the four <fenighj$> ^kh 
Silveftre Budes, and their men, an mercy as jp*i- 
foners. 

Thus had he once more pofleffion itf *he ;<#&!« 
off Mont-paon, and received the ihom^ge of the 
inhabitants of the town. He placed there two 
gafcon knights as governors, with forty men at 
arms and as many archery and had all the walls 
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completely repaired by mafons in the neighbour- 
hood : he viftualled the place, and fupplied it well 
with all forts of artillery. 
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THE DUKE.OF LANCASTER DISBANDS HIS ARMY, 
AND RETURNS TO BOURDEAUX.— THE LORD DE 
PONS TURNS TO THE FRENCH PARTY. 

- A FTER the conqueft of Mont-paon, when the 
** ^ duke of Lancafter had reinforced it with good 
men at arms and captains, he broke up his camp, 
and difbanded his army. Each therefore went to 
his own home, and the duke returned to Bour« 
dcaux. The Poitevins retreated to their couptry, 
and the Gafcons to their towns and caftles ; but 
the free companies difperfed themfelves over the 
whole principality, where they did as much mif- 
chief to friends as enemies. The duke winked at 
this, and fuffered them to aft as they pleafed, be- 
- caufe he thought he might foon have a frefh occafion 
for their fervices ; more efpecially as the war at that 
moment was much more oppreflive in Poitou, 
without comparifon, than any where elfe. 

The French kept a large garrifon in the caftle 
of Montcontour, four leagues diftant from Thou- 
ars, and fix from Poitiers, which was commanded 
by fir Peter de Guerfille and Jourdain de Cou- 
longne. They daily haraffed the country, either 
about Thouars or about Poitiers, and greatly da- 
. Vol. IV. K maged 



130 

magcd and pillaged the inhabitants. On thg othit 
fide, Carnet le Breton held Chatelheraut, with 
fcven hundred Bretons, who much ruined thS 
country. The garrifons from la Roche-pofay and 
St. Salvin were out almoft every day^ fo that the 
barons and knights of Poitou attached to the Englifli 
dared not venture abroad but in large parties, for 
fear of the French who had thus forced themfelves, 
into their country. 

Soon after the return from Moht-paon, and when 
the lords of Poitou had retired to their own coun- 
try, which was one of the frontiers to France, 
many fecret negotiations were fet on foot by the 
lord Louis de St. Julicn, the vifcount de la Roche- 
chouart, and feveral others in the French intereft* 
who, with large fums received from the king of 
France, laboured day and night, to gain over the 
lords of Poitou to his party* Thefe negotiations 
were fo fuocefsful that the lord de Pons turned to 
the French, in fpite of the entreaties of the lady 
his wife, and of all the inhabitants of the tbwn of 
Pons in Poitou. Notwithftandingi however, the 
lord de Pons changed his fide, the lady remained 
attached to the Englifli. All the barons arid 
knights in Poitou in the Englifli intereft were vio* 
lently enraged, for the lord de Pons was a power* 
ful baron. 

The duke of Lancafter was much grieved at 
this, and, wifliing every curfe to attend the lord, 
felt himfelf obliged to the lady and to thofe of the 
town who had not deferted him. Sir Aimemon de 
Bours, a good and valiant knight, was ordered to 
affift the lady with his advice and courage s for the 

lord 
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ford de Pons advanced every day to the gates t>£ 
the town, doing no damage to any one ; but fome- 4 
times he was driven back, and retreated with lofs; 



CHAP; XXVIII. 

TH£ ENGLISH TAKE THE CASTLE OF MONT* 

CONTOUR. ' 

^TpHUS were the Englifh affairs in Poitoti en- 
A tangled ; the lords and knights oppofed to . 
each other ; when the ftrong oppreffed the weak> 
iand none received either law, jiiftice or right. The 
tallies and ftrong places were intermixed j Tome 
being French, others Englifh, who each made, 
excurlions on the other, and pillaged on all fides 
without mercy. 

Some of the barbhs and knights of" Poitoti of 
the Englifh party, having confidered that the gar- 
rifon of Montcontotir was more a&ive in harafling 
the % country than the others, refolved to march 
thither and lay fiege p it. They therefore iflued 
a fummons from the city of Poitiers in the name 
of lord Thomas Percy, fenefchal of Poitou, which 
Was obeyed by all knights and fquires. They 
amounted to five hundred fpears and fulltwathoti- 
fand footmen, with large fhields, among the archers 
who accompanied them. There were fir Guif- 

K 2 card 
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card d' Angle, fir Louis d'Harcourt, the lords de 

Partenay, de Pinane, de Tannaybouton, du Cu- 

£egnac, fir Percival de Coulongne*, fir Geoffry 

d'Argefcton, fir Hugh de Vinoye, the lord de 

Coyes, the lord de Puiflances, fir James de Sur- 

geres, fir Maubrun de Linieres and feveral more. 

There were alfo fome Englifti, who at the time 

^ere refident in Pdtou, either from the offices 

they held there, or c* aflift in guarding the country ; 

fuch as fir Baldwin de Franville, the earl of Angus, 

fir Walter Hewett, fir Richard de Pontchardon 

and others. 

When they had been muftered at Poitiers, and 

had completed their preparations, they marched 

from thence, taking the road for Montcontour, in 

full array, with every thing necefiary for the fiegc 

of that place. 

The caftle of Montcontour is fituated in the 
country of Anjou, is very ftrong and handfome, 

and four leagues diftant from Thouars. The Poi- 
tevins, to the amount of three thoufand com- 
batants, continued their march until they arrived 
there, when they laid fiege to it, and invefted it 
on a]l fides. There had been brought from 
Thouars and Poitiers large engines, which they 
pointed againft the caftle, and flung from them 
ftones night and day. They made daily afiaults, 
and the lords frequently had fkirmifhes with the 
garrifon, in which feveral gallant adtions were per 
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Sir Percival de Coulongne. Barnes calls him fir PercivsU 
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formed : there were with the Poitevins feveral of 
the free companies, who were unwilling to remain 
during the fiege; fuch.as John Crefwell and David 
Hollegrave : thefe two, with fir Walter Hewett, 
were their leaders, - , 

Sir Peter de Guerfille* and Jourdain de Cou- 
longne, who were in the caftle, defended it valiant- 
ly, and advanced every day to the combat with the 
Englifh at their barriers. On the tenth day after 
their .arrival, in the midft of thefe attacks, the 
Englifh and Poitevins aflaulted it fo brifldy, and in 
fuch good order and ftrength, that they broke - 
down the walls of the caftle, through which they 
pafled, and conquered the French. All within 
were flain, except fir Peter and Jourdain, ' and five 
or fix men at arms, to whom the companions 
granted quarter. 

After the capture of Montcontour, lord Thomas 
Percy f, fir Louis de Harcourt, and fir Guifcard 
d' Angle, by the advice and confent of the other 
barons and knights, gave the caftle to fir Walter 



* In the hift. de Bretagne, he is called IJierre dela Grefille. 

•J- Lord Thomas Percy — was knight of the Garter. — Anfiis 
MS. Colkaions. 

'He was brother to the firft ea/1 of Northumberland, and 
uncle to Hotfpur who was created earl of Worcefterby Richard JI. 
His barony was that of Haverfordweft, and he had a confider- 
able eftate in South Wales, now in the pofleffion of the duke 
of Rutland.' Note in the above Collections, by Dr. Percy* 
biftiop of Dromore. 

This eftate is, I believe, fold : at leaft a rent refolute was 
fold by the duke (lieutenant of Ireland) to Mr. John Manners 



£ 3 Hewett, 
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Hewett, John Crefswell, and David Hollegrave 
and their companies, who were full five hundred 
combatants, for them to guard the frontiers againft 
Anjou and Maine. The lords then marched away, 
and difmifled their army. Thus was this caftle 
made a guard for the borders by thofe to whom it 
had been given, who collefted a numerous garri- 
fon, and had it completely repaired. They main- 
tained pofleflion of it for a very long time, and 
jnuch haraffed all the country about it; for there 
yras not a day but they made fome excurfions into 
Anjou or Maine. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

• * * 

$|R BERTRAND pU QUESCLIN, CONSTABLE OF 
FRANCE, BESIEGES THE TOWN OF UZES*, 
WHICH SURRENPERS TO HIM UPON CAPITU- 
LATION. 

» 

TX7E will now return to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, 

* conftable of France, who had remained at 

Paris, near the king, fince the defeat of Pont- 

valin where he and fir Oliver de Cliffon had fo 



• Uzes. I am inclined to believe it rauft be Uflbn, a town in 
Auvergne, inftead of Uzes, which is in Lower Languedoc, eight 
leagues from Avignon* SecHift. de Bretagne, voL i. p. 336. 

. dreads 
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dreadfully beaten the Englilh, as has been before 
related. It was toid him that the Englifh 
kept the field in Poitou and Guienne : upon which 
he declared his intentions, that foon after Candle- 
mas, at the commencement of fpring, he mould 
collect a very large force of men at arms and 
noblemen, and would make an incurfion to another 
pan of the country, fince the Englifh were thus 
employed in Quercy, Poitou and Rouergue. 

Some of the Englim had very honourably re- 
mained in thefe countries, and had maintained 
themfelves there fince the renewal of the war. 
Sir John Devereux and his men had again got 
pofieffion of Limoufin, and had taken in Auvergne 
a caftle with its dependencies, called Uzes, which 
the c onft;able fajd was not to be fuffered, and that 
he was determined to march thidier. With the 
king's permiflion, he afiem.bled a large body of 
men at arms ; and, quitting Paris, his army in- 
creafed daily until he arrived in Auvergne. 

There came with him, under his command, the 

ke of Berry, the duke of Bourbon, the count 
d'Alencon, the count du Perche his brother, the 
count de St. Pol, the dauphin of Auvergne, the 
counts de Vendome and de Porcien, the lords 
de Sully and de Montagu, fir Hugh Dauphin, 
the lord de Beaujeu, the lords de Rochefort and 
de Talencon, and a great many more barons and 
knights of France. 

This army continued its march until it came 

Efore the city of Uzes, when they encamped ; 
3, after remaining there fifteen days, during 
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which time many fierce affaults were madfc, but 
without impreflion on the fortrefs, for it had an 
Engjifti garrifon who very valiantly defended it> 
they broke up the fiege and departed, the con- 
ftable continuing his march into Rouergue. Some 
bf the principal lords took this opportunity of 
going to Avington to vifit pope Gregory and the 
duke of Anjou, who at that time was with him* 
Soon aft$f this vifit, and having had a conference 
with the duke, they left the city of Avignon and 
1 followed the conftable, who was advancing through 
Rouergue, taking towns and caftles from the 
Englifti. They came before the town of Mil- 
haud*, which was held by Sir Thomas Wakef s 
and* had been fo for fome time : they laid fiege 
to it, as well as to the rock of Vauclerc ; but the 
Englifh knight furrendered upon terms, to fir 
Bertrand, this as well as fome other caftles on the 
borders of Limoufin. 

When fir Bertrand had refrefhed his army, he 
marched* away, taking the road on his return to 
the city of Uzes, to which he again laid fiege. 
The conftable and the dukes of Berry and Bour- 
bon had ordered large machines to be brought 
from Rioms'and Clermont, which they had pointed, 
as well as other warlike engines againft the walls 
of the caftle. 



• Milhaud,-— a town in Rouergue, on the Tame. 

+ Sir Thomas Wake. In all the editions, printed and MSS. 
which I have feen, this name is ftrangely disfigured. I have 
followed Barnes, for I coul4 not nteke any thi*£ of Veulqutfa^c 
or Jjueikafare. 

The 
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The Englifli, who had before fo gallantly de- 
fended the place, feeing the great preparations 
which were making againft them, as well as the 
numerous army of the befiegers, and having heard 
the manner in which fir Thomas Wake had given 
iup the ftrong places in Rouergue, at the fame 
time riot expe&ihg any fuccours to come to their 
affiftance, held a council, and refolved to fur- 
render upon capitulation, but not upon any other 
terms. They entered into- a treaty with the con- 
ftable, which was fo well condufted on all fides, 
that they were to march out without danger or 
blame, carrying off whatever they could take with 
them, and befides were to be efcorted as far as 
St. Severe ' in Limoufin. This treaty was ftridtiy 
observed, and the Englifh marched out, havirig 
furrendered whatever they had held in the town and 
caftle of Uzes, and were condudted without peril 
to the garrifon they had fixed upon. Sir Bertrand 
gained by this expedition a very large extent of 
country; of which the Englifh had had pofleffion, 
apd then returned to France. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
f he king or England's anger against si^ 

ROBERT KNOLLES IS APPEASED.— PEACE I* 
MADE BETWEEN ^HE ENGLISH AJ*D FLEMINGS, 

YOU have before heard of the expedition which 
fir Robert Knolles* commanded id France^ 
and how afterwards he retired to his caftle of 
Derval in Brittany, In truth, fome of the £ngli(h, 

on 



# Sir Robert Knolles— ' was but of mean parentage in the 
county of Chefter, but by his valour advanced from a common 
foldier in the French wars under Edward III. to a, great com- 
mander. Being fent general of an army into Prance, in de- 
fpite of their power, he drove the people before him like, 
iheep, deftroying towns, caftles, and cities ip fuch a manner 
and number that long after, in memory of this aft, the Aarp 
points and gable ends of overthrown houfes and minfters were 
called Knolles' Mitres. After which, to make himfelf as well 
beloved of his country, he built a goodly fair bridge at Ro- 
chefter over the Medway, with a chapel and chauntry at the 
eaft end thereof. He built much at the Gray friars, London, 
and an hofpital at Rome for Englifh travellers and pilgrims • 
He deceafed at his manor of Scone Thorpe in Norfolk, — was 
buried by the lady Con fiance, his wife, in the church of Gray- 
friars, London, ^th Auguft 1407.'— Weevcr's Fun. Man. 
p. 436. 

In 1365, John de Mont fort, duke of Brittany, gave him, 
at the affenibly of the dates at Vannes, the lands, caftle, &c. 
of Derval and Rouge, which had beeir excepted at the treaty 
of peace.*— Hjft. de Bntagne. 

He 
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on their return home, fpoke much againft him* fa 
t that the king, and his council had information of it, 
and were highly difpleafed with him. When fir 
Robert heard of this, he fent oyer his two prin- 
cipal fquires to explain every thing, and to clear 
him of whatever might be faid againft him ^ in- 
fbmuch that the king and his council were fatisfied 
they had been wrongly informed, and thought as 
. favourably of him as before. Sir Aleyne Boxhull, 
and other knights who were favourites with the 
king, aflifted in his difculpation, and made fir John 
Menftre worth pay dearly for what he had done :' 
he was taken, and publicly executed in the city of 



He was created a knight of the garter, Richard II. and is 

i 

the 74th knight. 

Knolles earl of Banbury, took his defcent from fir Robert 
Knolles.—Dugda/e's Baronage, 

Lobineau fays, Derval, &c. was given to him and his de r 
fcendants. In 13739 the duke, going into England, left his 
government to fir Robert Knolles : but few lords obeyed him. 
The French befieged his caftle of Derval, which he had left 
in the cuitody of Hugh Broc his kinfman, who capitulated to 
furrender if not relieved in two months, during which time 
no perfon was to be received there. But Knolles difavowed the 
aft of his nephew, alledging he could not treat without his 
confent ; fo that the duke of Anjou fent his herald to fay, 
that having done contrary to his capitulation in admitting 
Knolles, in cafe he did not furrender, he would put to death 
the two knights and a fquire who were the hoftages ; which 
being done, Knolles immediately executed three French knights 
and a fquire, and threw their bodies into the ditch ; whereupon 
the fiege was raifed,— "Lobineau, p. 409. 

London. 
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London*. By this aft of jufticc fir Robert 
Knolles was cleared of all the charges which had 
been laid againft him, and remained in the good 
graces of the king and prince. 

The king of England, who found himielf hard 
prefifcd by this war with France, gained as many 
friends as he could on the other fide of the fea. 
He had for allies the duke of Guelders, his ne- 
phew, and the duke of Juliers, who had engaged 
to raife a large force, as they were well able to 
do, and to make an incurfion into France. At 
this time, the king fent the earl of Herefordf 
and fome other knights of his houfehold, hand- 
fomely equipped, to Brittany, to confult with the 
duke on the arrangements which it was neceflary 
fliould be made between them. 

The Englifh and Flemings were not at this time 
on good terms, but attacked each other whenever 
they met on the feas j and fo much had the Flemings 
loft that they were exceedingly angry. By acci- 
dent, a fleet of each nation met off the ifland of 



* His head was affixed to a pole on London Bridge, which, 
on the rebellion of Jack Straw, &c. was taken down to make 
room for the head of the bifhop of London. — LetancTs Col- 
leBanea, vol. iii. 

f Earl of Hereford, — Humphry Bohun, conftable of Eng- 
land, 3 2d knight of the Garter. SeeDugdale. 

It appears however, from Rymer, that fir Robert de Neville 
and Raulyn de Barey, ecuyer de fa chambre, where the ambaf- 
fadors from Edward. 

Bas 
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Bas in Brittany*. The commander of the 
Flemings was John Peterforvand of the Englifh 
fir Guy Brianf. As foon as they faw each other, 
they prepared for aftion, which was immediately 
begun; and very fharp it was. The king's knights 
who accompanied the earl of Hereford, fir Richard 
Sturey J, fir Thomas Vuifque and the Others were 
in this engagement. v 

Thefe knights and their men fought very va- 
liantly againft the Flemings, and exerted them- v 
felves the more, becaufe the enemy were in greater 
numbers, and were better prepared for adtion, as, 
during the whole fummer, they had been wilhing - 
to meet the Englifh. However, this time they 
did not gain much by the meeting. This fea- 



* The ifland of Bas is on the coaft of Brittany, near Mor- 
lais. In the original, it is, the two fleets met in a harbour of 
Brittany, « qu' on dit a la Baye :' and Carte fays in « the bay :• 
but I lhould rather fuppofe it was meant as I have tranflated 
it. This fignal vi&oiy is very little noticed by our hirtorians. ' 

f Sir Guy Brian — was 57th knight of the Garter, in the ftall 
of fir John Chandos. He was third hufband to Elizabeth^ 
dowager of William earl of Salifbury — died 14th Richard II. 
He was brother to the bifhop of Ely. 

Pat. 35. Ed. III. p. I: Guidonide Bryan 200 marcos in pro- 
vita quod prudenter deferebat vexillum regis, in quodam con- 
flidu apud Cales.— Anftis MS. CoIIetf. 

He is buried at Tewkfbury. In Gough's Sepulchral Monu- 
ments is a plate of his tomb. , / 

X Sir Richard Sturey. I cannot find any thing of him but 
in the firft volume of Leland's Coilc&anea, p. 183, date 1375. 
Ricardus Sturey revocatus in familiaHtatem, etgratiamab Ed- 
wardo rege. • 

fight 
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fight laftcd full three hours : triany gallant a£ts 
Were performed* and many were killed and 
wounded by the arrows. The (hips were grappled 
together with chains and hooks, fo that they could 
not cfcape. In the end, the vidtoty remained with 
the Englifh ; for the Flemings were difcomfited, 
and John PeteHbn, their captain, made prifoner; 
the reft were either taken or flain, for none efcaped. 
The Englilh made fail for England with their 
prizes and prifoners* which prevented them from 
continuing their voyage to Brittany. 

The king was much rejoiced at the fuccefs of 
this engagement, and defeat of the Flemings, efpe- 
cially when he learnt that they were the aggreflbrs. 
John Peterfon and his captains were put intd 
clofe confinement, and the others difperfed in va- 
rious parts of England. 

After this defeat off the ifle of Bas, the king of 
England ordered a large armament to be prepared 
againft the Flemings, to engage the enemy where- 
ever they fhould meet with them, arid to blockade 
their ports, fo that no veffel could fail from them 
without rilk of being taken. 

When the citizens of Bruges, Ypres, and Ghent, 
heard of thefe orders, they fummoned a council* 
and, after mature deliberation, refolved that it was 
not for their advantage to be at war or to have any" 
ill-will with the Englifh, who were their neigh- 
bours and connected with them by commerce, on 
account of any quarrel of their earl, nor would it 
be expedient for them to aid and fupport him* 
The principal towns, therefore, diflcmbled, but 

fent 



ferit able and good men to negotiate with the 
king of England and his council, who managed 
the affair fp well that on their return they brought 
peace to the country of Flanders and to the Flem- 
ings* conformable to certain articles in the teaty 
which was fealed by each party. Thus was this 
bufiriefs fettled on a good and foljd foundation. 

We will now fay fomething of the king of Ma* 
jorca. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

THE KING OF MAJORCA IS RANSOMED FROit 
KINO HENRY OF SPAIN.— HE MAKES WAR ON 
THE KING OF ARRAGON. 

V^OU have before heard how James, king of 
*■ Majorca, was taken at Valadolid, when king 
Henry re-conquered Spain, and that he continued 
prifoner to king Henry. When the queen of 
Naples* his wife, and the marchionefs' of Mont- 
ferrat, his fifter, heard this they were mtich di£ 
treffed, and immediately began to think of reme- 
dying it in the manner I fhall mention. Thqy 
fent trufty men to king Henry to treat for his 
ranfom, who brought the matter about on confi- 
deration of the fum of one hundred thoufand 
francs, which thofe ladies fo gracioufly paid that 
king Henry was obliged to them. 

The 
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Th£ moment the king oTMajorca gained his 
liberty he fet but for Naples, but remained there 
only fufficient time to colleft large fums of money 
and a body of troops, with which he again fet off 
to make war on the king of Arragon his adver- 
fary, whom he could never love, as he had (lain 
his father and detained his inheritance. The king 
continued his journey until he came to Avignon, 
to vifit pope Gregory XI. where he .ftaid up- 
wards of a month. He made fuch able remon- 

m 

(trances with the holy father that he liftened to his 
entreaties, and confented to the war which he was 
defirous of making on the king of Arragon, as the 
caufe which urged him to it was the recovery of 
his heritage. 

The king of Majorca engaged men at arms at 
a very high price wherever he could meet with 
them; Englifti, Gafcons, Germans, Bretons, and 
fome of the free companions, under the command' 
of fir Gracien du Chatel, John de Maleflroit, 
Sylveftre Budes, and James Bray. They might 
amount to about twelve hundred fighting men, 
who marched with him, and entered Navarre, 
and there remained with the confent of that king. 
From thence they advanced into Arragon, where 
the knights and men at arms made war on the king, 
over-ran his country, taking and deftroying final! 
forts and ranfoming its ^inhabitants. 
. The king of Arragon, expe&ing this war, fent 
fome men at arms towards the frontiers of his 
kingdom, under the command of the count de 
Roquebertin and the count de Rodais. 

Whilft 
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Whilft this war was carried oil, which was done 
with much inveteracy and cruelty, the king of 
Majorca fell lick again at Val di Soria, and the dif- 
order increafed fo much that he there died. By 
this means, the Arragomans had peace for a long 
time from that quarter. The free companions who 
had been engaged in this war returned to France, 
to that party from whom they thought they mould 
gain moft. 

We will now fpeak of the duke of Lancafter. 



CHAP, xxxir. 

THE DUKt OF LANCASTER ESPOUSES THE ELDEST 
DAUGHTER OF THE LATE DON PEDRO, KINO 
OF SPAIN. TREATIES OF ALLIANCE ARE EN- 
TERED INTO BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE 
AND SPAIN. 



T"\UKE John of Lancafter remained in the city 
'*-' of Bourdeaux, and with him many knights, 
barons, and fquires of Aquitaine ; for, notwith- 
standing fome barons of Poitou and Limoufin had 
turned to the French party, that of the Englifti 
was in a tolerably good ftate, and made frequent 
inroads upon the French, on which occafions they 
loft nothing, but well fcoured the country of thofe 
who were defending the frontiers for the duke of 
Anjou. 

Vol. IV. L The 
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The duke of Lancafter was a widower. fince the 
death of the lady Blanche, duchefs of Lancafter 
and Derby : upon which the barons of Gafcony, 
in concert with fir Guifcard d'Angle, confidered 
that don Pedro, king of Spain, had left two 
daughters by his marriage with the fifter of the 
kiag pf Portugal, who were then in the city, of 
Bayonne, whither thqy had been conduced, under 
the fafeguard of fome knights, by fea y from the 
neighbourhood of Seville, for fear of king Henry. 
As foon as they were informed of the death of don 
Pedro, thefe ladies were almoft diftra&ed with 
grief. Every one compaflionated them, for they 
were the true heirefles of Caftille, which was their 
juft right, by fucceffion to their father. 

This matter was thus opened to the duke : f My 
Jord, it is time you fliould think of re-marrying ; 
we know of a very noble match for you, one 
from which you or your heirs will be kirigs of 
Caftille. It will be a charitable deed to comfort 
and advife damfels who are daughters of a king, 
efpecially when in fuch a pitiable ftate as thofe 
ladies are. • Take, therefore, the eldeft for your 
bride. We advife you to do fo ; for at this mo- 
ment we know not where you can more nobly 
ally yourfelf, nor from whence greater profit can 
accrue to you.' 

Thefe and fuch like words made an imprefiion 
on the duke, and were fo agreeable to him that he 
confented to what they had propofed with much, 
good will. He immediately ordered four knights 
to feek thefe ladies without delay, whofe names 

were . 
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were Conftance and Jfabella. The duke himfelf 

fet out from Bourdeaux, when he knew they were 
coming, to meet them in grand array. He mar- 
ried the eldeft, the lady Conftance, at a village on 
the road called Rochefort, on the other fide of the 
city of Bourdeaux, and gave there, on the day of 
his marriage, a fplendid feaft, to which were in- 
vited a great number of lords and ladies to add 
to its magnificence. Soon after the wedding, 
the duke conducted his lady to Bourdeaux, 
where there were again grand entertainments. 
The duchefs and her fifter were much feafted by 
the ladies and damfels of Bourdeaux, who pre- 
fented them with magnificent gifts and prefents 
for the love they bore the duke. 

News was brought to king Henry in Caftille, and 
to all the barons of the realms, who were allied to 
him by fealty and homage, that his niece had 
married the duke of Lancaster, and that it was 
fuppofed the younger fifter would efpoufe the earl 
of Cambridge upon the duke's return to England. 
The king was very melancholy on hearing this, and 
fummoned his council. He was then advifed to 
fend able ambaffadors to the king of France, to 
explain his fituation. The king agreed to their 
opinions, and chofe the wifeft men in his kingdom 
to go to France. They fet out with a grand re- 
tinue, and continued their road without interrup- 
tion until they came to Paris, where they found the 
king, who received them with every politenefs. 
The king of France had many interviews with 
thefe ambaffadors, who had full powers, properly 
L 2 fealed 
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fealed and authenticated, to enter into any treaties, 
and to aft in every thing for their lord, fo that 
many fecret councils were held. At laft, every 
thing was concluded ; and a treaty was entered 
into between the two kings, of perpetual amity, 
love and alliance, which was moft folemnly fworn 
to be maintained, and that ^either party would 
dlfiblve or weaken without the other's confent. 
The king of France fwore, on the word of a king, 
that he would ajd and aflift the king of Caftille in 
every matter which might concern him, and that 
he would never make peace with the king of Eng- 
land without his being a party. 

Sir Bertrand du Guefclin, who much loved the 
king of Spain, tooK great pains to bring this 
treaty about. After this bufinefs had been com- 
pletely finifhed, the ambafladors took their leave 
and returned to Spain. They found their king at 
Lion, who was much pleafed at having fo well con- 
clude the matters they were fent on. King Henry, 
from this alliance, felt himfelf ever after much 
more affurcd and comforted. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER APPOINTS GOVERNORS 
IN GUIENNE : HE RETURNS TO ENGLAND, AND 
CARRIES HIS LADY WITH HIM. — -SIR WALTER 
MANNY DIES IN LONDON. 

\Xf E now return to the duke of Lancafter, who 
ftill refided in the city of Bourdeaux. He 
had determined that about Michaelmas he would 
embark for England, in order to make the king 
his father better acquainted with the affairs of Aqui- 
iaine. To this end he made every preparation; 
and, a Kttfe before his departure, he aflembled in 
Bourdeaux all thofe barons and knights of Gafcony 
who were of the EngKfh party. When they were 
all colle&ed, he addreffed them by faying, he had 
a great defirc to return to England on particular 
bufinefs, as well for the advantage of all prefent 
as for the principality of Aquitaine*. but that he 
would come back in the enfuing fummer, if the 
king his father would permit it. Thefe words 
were very agreeable to all who heard them. He 
then appointed the captal de Buch, the lords de 
Mucident and'Se PEfparre, governors of all thofe 
parts of Gfrfeony which were attached to Eng- 
land. In Foitou, he nominated fir Louis de Har- 
court and the lord de Parcenay. In Saintonge r fir 
Louis d'Argenton and fir William de Montendre* 

L3 flc 
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He left all the fenefchals and other officers as they 
were before. 

The council of the Gafcons, Poitevins and Sain- 
tongers ordered fir Guifcard d'Angle, the lord de 
Pinane and fir Aimery de Tarbe to accompany 
the duke to England, in order more fully to ex- 
plain the affairs of Aquitaine ; and the duke, by 
waiting for them, delayed fome little his voyage. 

When all was ready, they embarked on board of 
veflels in the harbour of Bourdeaux, which is large 
and fpacious. The duke was attended by a large 
body of men at arms and archers, having fixty 
veflels in the fleet, including thofe with provi- 
fions : he carried with him his lady and her fifter. 
They failed with favourable winds, which brought 
them fafe to Southampton, where they difembark- 
ed, and entered the town. They repofed them- 
felves there for two days, when they (tt out, taking 
the road to Windfor, where the king refided. He 
received his fon the duke, the ladies, damfels, and 
the foreign knights with great joy and feafts, but 
efpecially fir Guifcard d'Angle, whom he was de-^ 
lighted to fee. 

About this time that gallant knight fir Walter 
Manny* departed this life in the city of London ; 
for which allthe barons and knights of England 
were much afflifted, on account of the loyalty and 
prudence they had always found in him. He was 



• Sir Walter Manny. See Dugdale. He came to England 
Wttk queen Philippa— wa$ knight of the Garter. 

£* • , buried 
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buried with great pomp in the monaftery of the 
Carthufians*, which he had built, at his own ex- 
pence, without the walls of London. His funeral 
was attended by the king, his children, and the 
barons and prelates of England. 

All his landed property on each fide of the lea 
fell to John earl of Pembroke, who had married 
his daughter Anne. The earl fent two knights to 
take pofieflion of the lands which had fallen to him 
in Hainault, and theyr performed their duty well 
towards duke Albert, who at that time governed 
the country in the name of his deranged brother 
William, 
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CHAP. XXXIV, 

THE KING OF ENGLAND APPOINTS THE EARL O? 

PEMBROKE GOVERNOR OF AQUITAINE. THE 

SPANIARDS, SSING ALLIES OF FRANCE, AT- 
TACK HIM AT SEA, OFF LA ROCHELLE. 

TTNURING this winter (1372), many councils 
^* were held in England on the ftate of affairs, 
and upon the beft methods of conducing them. 
The Englifh had planned two expeditions j one to 
Guienne, another into France through Calais; 
and were gaining allies, as well in Germany as in 

■■i ■ 11 ■■ .iii 1 ' ■ ■ ;■ ■ 1 1 ■■ 

* Now the Charter Houfe. 

• * • . 
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other parts of the empire, where feycral knights 
and Squires had joined them. They were hufily 
employed in making great preparations for die 
krgeft army which had been feen for a long 

time. 

The king of France was regularly informed by 
fome Englishmen of thefe tranSadtions, the State of 
them, and what was the end propofed. Upon 
which, having duly considered his intelligence,, ha 
a&ed accordingly and laid in a Sufficiency of provi- 
fion in all the cities, towns and caftks of Picardy $ 
having Slrongly reinforced the gawifons with men 
at arms, that the country might not be furprifed. 

When fummer was arrived, king Edward kept 
the feaft and folemnity of St. George in Windfor 
caftle, as he was yearly accuftomed to do, when fir 

. Guifcard d'Angle was elefted a brother-knight 
with the king, the princes and barons, who were 
called., in this confraternity, The Knights of the 
Blue Garter, The king, after this went to London, 
to his palace of Weftminfter, where he held a 
grand council on public affairs. The duke of Lan- 
caster was ordered to invade France by entering 
Picardy. He w^ to be accompanied by Us bro- 
ther the earl of Cambridge. Th? king, ax the ex*, 
treaty of fir Guifcard (VAogle and the. Poiteviosj, 
appointed the earl, of Pembroke governor of Aqui- 
tainc, i& room of thje. duke of Lancafter, with orders 
to, haften to thofe countries, and to eonduft the 
war againSl the French. 

s The GaSco s and Poitevins had requeft ed of the 
king by letters, a* wcJi as by. fir Guifcard d'Angle, 

'■...'. that 



that if he mould be advifed not to fend any of 
his own children, he would nominate the earl of 
Pembroke, whom as they loved much they de- 
fired to have, for they knew him to be a good and 
hardy knight. The king, therefore, fpoke to the 
earl of Pembroke, who, with feveral other barons 
and knights, was prefent at this council, faying; 
* John, my fair fon, I ordain and inftitute you go- 
vernor and captain of all the men at arms in Poi- 
tou, who according to the accounts I have had, are 
Very numerous ; and alfo of thofe you will conduct 
from hence thither. You will, therefore, accom- 
pany fir Guifcard d'Angle into Poitou.' The earl 
of Pembroke, falling on his knees, replied : * My 
lord, I return you my warmeft thanks for the high 
honour you have conferred upon me. I will act 
for your majefty beyond feas as one of your fmalleft 
marfhals.' After this, the council brake up, when 
the king returned to Windfor, taking firGuifcard 
d'Angle with him. They frequently converfed on 
the affairs of Poirou and Guienne. In one of thefe 
conventions, he faid ; ' My lord, when our go- 
vernor and captain mail arrive in that country, we 
fhall carry on a good war; for we mall there find 
between four and find hundred lances, who will all 
cheerfully obey you, but they muft be regularly 
paid.' The king anfwered ; ' Sir Guifcaid, fir 
Guiicard, do not be uneafy on account of wanting 
money to continue the war, for I have enough, and 
will eagerly employ it for fuch an occafion, as it 
very fenfibly affects us and our kingdom.' In thefe 
and fuch like difcourfes did the king of England 
amufe 
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amufc himfelf with fir Guifcard d'Afigle, for he 
had great confidence in him, not indeed without 
reafon. 

The feafon was now arrived for the departure 

of the earl of Pembroke, who took his leave of 

- the king, as did all thofe who accompanied him. 

It feems to me that fir Otho dq Grantfon*, 

(Voutre la So?nme 9 was appointed to go with him. 

The earl of Pembroke had not a very large 
force with him, but only the knights of his houfe- 
hold, on account of the information which fir 
Guifcard d'Angle had given the king s but he 
carried a fufficient fum in nobles and florins to 
pay three thoufand fighting men; After taking 
leave of the king, they fet out for Southampton, 
where they remained fifteen days waiting for a 
wind. On the fixteenth, they had a wind to their 
wilh ; and, embarking, they failed out of the har- 
bour for the coafts of Poitou, recommending 
themfelves to the care of God and St. George. 

KingCharles of France was perfe6tly well ac-. 
quainted with the greater part of the | king of 
England's councils, (I do not know by whom or 
how they were revealed to him) and that fir; 



* Sir Otho de Grantfon. Barnes calls him fir Thomas Grant- 
fon ; but fir Thomas Grantfon was made prifoner by Bertrand 
du Guefclin, and, I fuppofe, was then at Paris. Froiftart, I 
ih ould imagine by mentioning outre la Somme, mud mean a dif- 
ferent perfon, one who had an eftate beyond the Somme. In 
the MS. colleftions of mr. Anfti$, a fir Otho Grantfon is (poken 
of; but, by a reference to Dugdale, it appears he muft have 
Bred in a much earlier period. 

<;. . Guifcrd 
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Guifcard cT Angle and his companions were gone 
to England to requeft from the king an able 
leader. He already knew that the earl of Pem- 
broke had the appointment, and that he was on 
his way thithp r. Upon which, the king of France 
had fecretly raifed a large naval arman^nt; that 
is to fay, it had been done at his requeft, for 
it belonged to king Henry of Caftille, who had 
fent this armament in conformity to the treaty 
which had beeji lately concluded between them. 
This Spanifh fleet confifted of forty large veflels 
and thirteen barks, well provided with towers and 
ramparts, as the Spanifh Ihips ufually are. Four 
valiant men were the commanders of this fleet : 
Ambrofio de Balequer, Cabeflb de Vacckderit, 
Hernando de Leon, Rodrigo de Rofas*. 

Thefe Spaniards had remained a confiderable 
time at anchor, waiting for the return of the Poi- 
tevins, and the coming of the earl of Pembroke ; 
for they were well informed that he was to land, on 
the coaft of Poitou, and had therefore placed 
themfelves at anchor before the town of la Ro- 
chelfc. 

It happened, therefore, that on the day pre- 
ceding the vigil of St. John the Baptift, in the 



* I have copied the names of thefe Spanifh captains from 
Barnes, but am doubtful if they are right ; for in Choifi's hift. 
of Charles V. Rodrique de Roux is mentioned as admiral. In 
Villaret's hift. of France, Boccanera is called the admiral. In- 
deed, this is nearer to Froiflart, who calls the firft captain Am- 
brois de Boucquenegrt. Barnes gives not any authority for his. 
alterations, 

year 
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year of grace 1372, when the earl of Pembroke 

and his fleet expefted to enter the port of la Ro- 

cjhelle, they found that the Spaniards had blocked 

up the entrance by lying before its mouth, and 

were ready prepared to receive them. When the 

Englifli and Poitevins faw the Spaniards thus 

pofted, and that an engagement muft happen* 

they encouraged each other, though they were 

not near an equal match, either in regard to the 

number of veffels or men, and made preparations 

for ^n immediate combat, pofting their archers on 

the bows of the fliips. 

The Spaniards were well equipped with menat 

arms and foot foldiers, who had crofe-bows and 
cannons : many had alfo large bars of iron, and 
ftaves loaded with lead, to make their attacks 
with. They advanced with flioutings and a great 
noife. Thefe large fhips of Spain made fail to 
gain the wind, ft> that they might bring their 
towers to bear on the 'Englifh, who little fufpefted 
their intent, and lefs feared them. Thus did thejr 
bear down on them full fail. At this commence- 
ment, great were the fhouts and cries on* both 
fides. The Englifh behaved gallantly* and the, 
earl of Pembroke, his knights and fquires, afted 
Worthy of their honour. 

The engagement was very fevere y and the 
Snglifh hftd enough to do j for the Spaniards who 
were in large veffels had great bars of iron and 
huge ftones, which they hunched and flung from 
their (hips in order to fink thofe of the Englifh* 
by which they wounded defperately both faUor* 
and men at arms. 

The 
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The knights of England and Poltou that day 
lhewed excellent proofs of chivalry and prowcfs. 
The earl fought gallantly, feeking his enemies 
every where, and did extraordinary feats of arms. 
Sir Otho de Grantfon, fir Guifcard d' Angle, the 
lord de Pinane and all the other knights behaved 
equally well. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

THE INHABITANTS OF LA ROCHELLE REFUSE 
TO ASSIST THE EARL OF PEMBROKE.— -THE 
SENESCHAL AND THE LORD DE TANNY- 
BOUTON, WITH OTHERS, COME TO HIS AID. 

T5 Y what I have< heard from thofe who were prt- 
•*^ fent at this engagement, the Englifli and 
Poitevins lhewed plainly they wiftied for vi&ory, 
and obtained great praife for their valour ; for 
never people exerted more courage, nor fought 
more bravely, confidering what a handful of men 
they were in comparifon with the Spaniards, and 
in fuch fmall veffels that one cannot but marvel 
how it lafted fo long: but their great prowefs and 
chivalry raifed a mutual fpirit of emulation, and, 
had their veffels been of the fame fize with their 
enemy's, the Spaniards would not have had the 
advantage^ for they handled their fpears, which 
were well fteeled, (6. brifkly, and gave fuch terrible 

ftrokes, 
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ftrokes, that none dared to come near unless he 
were well armed and (hielded ; but the (howers of 
(tones, 1 lead and iron bars annoyed them exceed- 
ingly, and in this firft engagement feveral knights 
and fquires were feverely wounded. 

The Rochellers faw plainly the whole of this 
engagement, but never offered to advance to the 
afliftance of their countrymen, leaving them to 
fhift for themfelves. This battle lafted until night, 
when each party feparated and caft their ancohrs : 
but the Englifh loft two barges of provifion, and 
all thofe in them were (lain. 

Sir John Harpedon, who at that time was 
fenefchal of la Rochelle, employed himfelf all 
the night in entreating the inhabitants, the mayor, 
John Chauderon, and the others to arm themfelves, 
and to draw out the commonalty, and embark in 
the veflels and barges which were lying on the 
fhore, in order to aflift and aid their fellow-fub- 
jefts whom they had feen fo valoroufly defend 
themfelves. The inhabitants, however, who had 
no inclination fo to do, excufed themfelves by 
faying they had their town to guard ; that they % . 
were not feamen, nor accuftomed to fight at fea, 
nor with the Spaniards; but that, if the battle 
had been on fliore, they would very willingly have 
complied with his requeft. The bufinefs re- 
mained in this ftate, and nothing could bring 
them to change their refolution. 

At this moment there were in la Rochelle the 
lord de Tannybouton, fir James de Surgeres and 
fir Maubrun de Linieres, who handfomely ac- 

' quitted 
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quitted themfelves in joining their entreaties with 
thofe of the &n6fehal. When thefe four knights 
Taw they could not gain any thing, they armed 
themfelves, ordering their people, who were riot 
in any great numbers, to do the fame ; and, on 
the return of the tide, they embarked in four 
boats which they took from the fhore, at break 
of day, and made for the veflels oif their friends, 
who were right glad to fee them. They told the 
carl of Pembroke and fir Guifcard d* Angle, that 
they muft not expeft any affiftance from la Ro-' 
chelle, as the townfmen had pofitively refufed it j 
to which, as they could not better themfelves, 
they replied that they trufted in the mercy of 
God, and would wait the event; that a time 
might come when the Rocheliers fhould repent of 
their refufal. 



CHAP. XXXVL 

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE IS DEFEATED, AND 
MADE PRISONER BY THE SPANIARDS.—- THEY 
SAIL FROM LA ROCHELLE WITH THEIR PRI- 
SONERS.-— THE CAPTAL DE BUCH ARRIVES 
THERE, BUT TOO LATE. 

TT7HEN it was day, and the tide had flowed 

* y full, the Spaniards weighed their anchors, 

and, with a great noife of trumpets and drums, 

formed 
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formed a line of battle, like to that of the preceding 
4ay> with their large veflfels, which weic wril 
manned and armed, and having gained the wind 
in hopes of inclofing die Englifli vefiels, which 
were but few in comparifon* the before mentioned 
four captains led the van in handfonie order. . 

The Englifli and Poitevins, obferving their Jinfc 
of battle, formed theirs accordingly, and, having 
colle&ed themfelves together, placed their archers 
in front. The Spaniards, under the command of 
thefc captains, bore down on them full fail, and 
began the engagement, which was dreadfully 
deadly. When they came to clofe quarters, the 
Spaniards flung out grappling hooks with chains 
of iron, which lafhed the Englifli to their vefiehj 
fo that they could not feparate, and thus, as it were, 
held them clofe*. 

With the earl of Pembroke there were twenty- 
two knights, who united good inclinations to tried 
valour, and who vigoroufly defended themfelvep 
with -fpears, fwords and other weapons. They 
remained there clofely engaged, fighting def- 
perately, for a confiderable time ; but the Spaniards 
had too much the advantage, as their veflels were 
larger and higher above the water than thofe of 
the Englifli, from which they flung down ftones, 
bars of iron and lead, that much annoyed their ad- 



* The Meraoires dc du Guefclin fay, that fire (hips wcrt 

firft ufed in this engagement by the Spaniards, and that by 

their means thirteen of the largeft Englifh fliips were deftroyed. 

CM. Mcmoires Hijhriqvts, vol. i. p. 43a* 
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verfaries. The engagement continued with great 
fury between them until near nine o'clock ; and 
no people ever laboured harder than the Englifh 
and Poitevins, but the greater part of their men 
were now wounded by the Hones and other things 
which were thrown on them, and that gallant knight 
of Gafcony fir Aimery de Tarbe was (lain, as well 
as fir John Lauton, who was knight of the body to 
ihe earl of Pembroke. 

Four large Spanifh fhips had grappled with that 
m which was the earl : they were commanded by 
Cabefio de Vaccadent and Hernando de Leon, and 
full of men at arms for the combat and to work 
the vefiels. After an obftinate refiftance, they 
boarded the earl's (hip, when he was made pri- 
loner, and all on board flain or taken. Among 
the laft were, fir Robert Beaufort, fir John Curzon, 
fir John Grimftone: fir Simon Whitaker, fir John 
Morton and fir John Toucher ihared the fate of 
the firft. 

At fome diftance, the Poitevins, under the com- 
mand of fir Guifcard d'Angle, the lordde Pinane, 
the lord de Tannaybouton and other knights, with 
their followers, continued the fight ; aad in another 
fhip fir Otho de Grantfon was engaged againft 
Ambroife de Boccanera and Roderigo de Rofas, 
"who were too many for him ; fo that all thefc 
knights were taken by the Spaniards, not one 
efcaped being killed or made prifoner. Their 
men were alfo in- great danger, but their lords, 
when taken, defired they would ceafe the {laughter, 
as they would pay a proper ranfom for them. 

Vol. IV. M Whoever 
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- Whomt tnay find hitnfeif in fudi a ftrait of 
4rms as die carl of Pembroke or fir Guifoard 
d' Angle were i*i, befort la Rochelle, mtift cheer- 
folly fubmit to whatever God tor fortune may 
pleafe to order. But know, that in the. loft of 
thfs day, of knights or fquires, the king of Eng- 
land in companion Was by far the grcatcit fufieftt? 
for* in confequencfc of this defeat, he bit after*- 
wards all Guienne, as you will have related in thir 
hiftory* 

I was informed that the Engiilh vcflel which had 
6n board 'the money for fir Guifcard d* Angle to 
{>ay the foldim of Guienne was toft, and every 
thing on board with it * fo that it was not of profit 
to any one. . . . . 

; All this day, which tvit the vigil of St. John 
the Baptift, the en&»ig night) sad the morrow 
until fcooft, did the Spaniards remain ait anchor 
before 1st fcocheUe, flioutirig and rioting wiofo joy. 

It happened fortunately that a knight of Pofcou, 
eatied fir James de Suvgetev addrefled the perfon 
Who had taken him with fo much eloquence that 
he agreed to give hit* his liberty for three hundred 
francs, which he paid down. He dined in la 
fcochelleon St. Jofctt's day* and by him 3t was 
known how the aflfkir had ended, who were flaia 
or made prisoners. Many citizens of the town 
pretended to be much concerned at this event, 
(tough in their hearts *hey rejoiced, for they never 
n*re well inclined towards the Engliflu 
v In thfe afternoon of St. John's day, at high 
flood, .*he- Spaniards, weighqd anchor^ fet their. 
t:- r.-i .*" lu v. fails, 






IjSS 

fails, *od departed with a great noiie of drums 
and trumpets, They had on their tnaft-heads 
ltandards like to pennons, with the arms of Caftille 
difplayed on them, and of fuch a length that their 
ends frequendy touched the fea. It was a fine 
fight to fee them thus fail off, as they ileered for 
the coaft of Galicia. 

In this fame day, towards the evening, there 
came into la Rochelle a large body of men at 
arms, Gafcons and Engliih, who had not heard 
what had pafled, but they knew that the Spaniards 
were lying before the town, and had done fo for 
fome time : they came, therefore, to reinforce it. 
The leaders of the Gafcons were, the captal de 
Buch, fir Beras de la Lande, fir Peter de Lan- 
dura, the fouldich, fir Bertrand du Trane : of 
the Englifh, lord Thomas Percy, fir Richard de 
Pontchardon, fir William Farrington, the earl of 
Angus, fir Baldwin Freville*, fir Walter Hewet 
and fir John Devereuxf. 

When thefe lords and their troops, which were 
full fix hundred men, were arrived in la Rochelle, 
the inhabitants made appearance of being very glad 
to fee them, for they dared not do otherwife. They 
learnt from fir James de Surgeres the event of the 

: * 1 

* Sir Baldwin freville— had fummorij to parliament the i ft 
Edward lit. See Dugdale. He was competitor for the office 
•f champion at the coronation of Ricliard II. but the earl; 
marflial decided on the fuperior claim of the Dymocks. — See 
Dugdale's Warwickftiire, where the pedigree is. 

f Sir John Devereux. See Dugdale. Prom htm aw de- 
ided the vrfcoums Hereford, &c. 
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battle with the Spaniards, . and the names of thofc 
killed and taken. The barons and knights wert 
Torely affli&ed at this news, and thought them- 
felves more unfortunate than they had ever yet been 
for not arriving fooner. They regretted much 
the lofs of the earl of Pembroke and fir Guifcard 
d'Angle. I know not how many days they re- 
mained in la Rochelle, to confider what would be 
the beft manner for them to conduct themfelvesi 
and whither they fliould march.. We will leave 
them for a while, and (peak of Evan of Wales, 
and of his exploits this feafon. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

EVAN OF -WALES* DEFEATS THE ENGLISH OFF 
TH« ISLAND OF GUERNSEY.-— THE KING OF 
FRANCE SENDS HIM TO SPAIN TO SEEK FOR 
MlN AT ARMS, TO LAY SIEGE TO LA RO- 

' CHELLE. 

17 VAN of Wales was the fon of a prince of 
~ Wales, whom king Edward, for fome reafon 
I am ignorant of, had put to death, and feized his 

territories 



# Among the members of the council of war whom da Guef- 
din called, before he attacked St. Maure fur Loire, are Caren- 
-fcuet capitaine de la Roche-poky, Ivain de Galto, and another, 
flight called the Pourfuivant d'Araoun.— Note *}d in the 
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territories and principality, which he had given « 
his fon the prince of Wales. Evan went to France, 
to lay his complaints before king Charles of th( 
injuries he had fuffered from the king of England; 
by the death of his father and the feizure of hit 
inheritance. 

The king of France had retained him in his 
fcrvice, and much advanced him, by giving him 
the command of a large body of men at arms. Ir 
this fummer, he fent him to fea with four thoufanc 
fighting men, with whom he acquitted himfelf 
much to his honour, as you fhall now hear. 

When he took command of thefe men at arms, 
ajid vcflels which the king of France had equipped 
and provided for him, he embarked in the port of 
Harfleur, and fet full fail for England, making 
the ifland of Guernfty, which liesoppofite to Nor- 
mandy. Edmund Rofs, fquire of honour to the 
king of England, was then governor of that 
ifland. 

On hearing of the arrival of the French under 
the command of Evan, he was much angered, and 
advanced out to meet him. He ifflied his fum- 
mons throughout the ifland, which is not large, 
and collected, as well of his own men as of the 
hlanders, about eight hundred, with whom he 



fame vol. fays, ' This famous Pourfuiv.int d' Amours wu alfo 
called le chevalier Bauwen.' Moft probably a Welfhman of th« 
name of Bowen : but bow is this to be reconciled with the pre- 
ceding quotations .'— See Memoires du Gnefclin, vol. ir. ofdfc 
Hiftorica! Collection of French Memoirs, p. 397. 
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gave batde/ It was fh&rp and long) but the 
EhglHhj Mlftft, were defeated, leaving upwards. 
of four hundred dttad on the field. Edmund was 
fiMtedfofly* otherwife he muft have been (lain or 
taken* He tfcaped with great difficulty and tared 

himfelf in a handfome caftle, called Cornet, fim* 
ated at Hie dlftaftee of two leagues from the place 
where tfci battle had been fought, and which to 
had beforehand provided with every thing necef* 
faff for fuch a fortrefs. 

- After this defeat, Evan, having colle&ed his 
army, and heafihg that Edmund had recreated 
kite Cornet eaftle, advanced thither, and inverted 
k dofefy* giving frequent aftaults ; but the caftle 
was ftrong and well provided with artillery, fo 
that the French Wuld not gain it. 

It w& during the time of this liege the unfbrcuU 
hate defeat and capture of the earl of Pembroke 
. and fir Guifcard d' Angle happened before la Ro- 
chellc, which has been juft related. 

-The king of France, when he heard of the ftc- 
eefi oiF the Spaniards, was exceedingly rejoiced; 
and paid more 1 attention thad ever to the affairs of 
Poitouj* i for he thought pethtfp* lightly enough, 
thattf theEnglifh fh^d have a few-more fach 
defeats, the citiesc and principal towns would wil- 
lingly furrender to him. He therefore determined, 
with the advice of his council, to fend the con* 
ftable and all his men at arms into Poitou, Sain- 
tongeand the Rochellois, in order to carry on die 
^r more brifkly by fea and land, whilft the; 

Engtiih 



Engliih party Ihould be without a leader, for 
the whole country was wavering in its alle- 

' He therefore fent meflengers to Evan of Wales, 
wha.w« Jyiog before CQraej caftfc^ 3$ he wa$ p$fc 
fe&Jy acquainted with the, ftate of it, and lyiew ft 
to be impregnable, Qrderinghjm inftantJy to break 
up the liege, anil put to fca in a veflel. equipped 
for him, and to make fail for Spain to prevail on 
king Henry to grant hioi Jjoaj&.and ^ejtv-itfth 
his adnwdsand men at a/mj?, tQ bJgcJsade U I$- 
chelle, .. ■. "',_■ . .. '■''■," I S.,.: ■ « 

Evan, <w» receiving tiw , m^ ffcngw .wth ^J 
king's orders, promptly tfbcyi&d , tj>«m, ' as : yt#s 
right? broke up the fiege, and jjifl^pdeih!? i'.8Wa» 
lending, them veffejs to carry them "pft lw?ur. 
He himfclf «nmed»ate^ \ embarked W» fc°ttf..$ 
large (hip, and made J&Ujfor Spain. . T!*u> ?*i 
the fiege of Cornft qaftip raijjpd. . .: ... "*' ' 
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THE RING OF ENGLAND IS MUCH CAST DOWN AT 
\. THE CAPTVRE OF THE $AR& OF PEMBROKE.— 

EVAN OF WALES MEETS THE EARL A PRISONER 

JfN SPAIN. ' 
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XjTOtJ fluift know, that- when the king of Eng- 
** land heard of the defeat of the armament he 
had fent to Poitou, and that it had been overcome 
by the Spaniards, he was gready afflifted ; fo were 
Iff thofe who were attached to him; but fbr the 
inoment he could not amend it. The wifeft in the 
kingdom imagined that this unfortunate bufinefs 
would catrfe the lofs of the countries of Ptiitou 
and Saiiitonge ; ^ ana they dated this as their 
opinion to the king and duke of Lancafter. They 
held many councils upon it. The earl of Salifbury 
was ordered thither with five hundred men at arms. 
However, notwithftanding this order, he never 
went $ for other affairs came into agitation relpeft- 
ing Brittany, which prevented it from taking 
place v The king repcntcd.of this afterwards, when 
it was too late. 

The Spaniards who had taken the earl of Pem- 
broke and his companions were detained fome 
Ktde time at fea by contrary winds* They arrived 
at the port of St. Andero in Bifcay, and entered 
the town about mid-day, when they conducted 
tbf ir prifoners to a ftrong caftle, and fattened them 
"' •' wiA 
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with iron chains according to their ufual cuftom ; 
for the Spaniards know not how to fhew courtefy 
to their prifoners, but aft like the Germans. 

Evan * of Wales had the fame day arrived with 
his fhip at St. Andero, and had entered the h6tel 
where don Fernando de Rofas and Cabeflb de 
Vaccadent had conducted the earl of Pembroke 
and his knights. This was told to Evan in his 
apartmentj faying; 'Sir, come and fee theEnglilh 
knights whom our people have made prifoners, 
they will enter this h6tel, for it is not long fince 
rhey arrived.' Evan being very defirous of feeing 
them, to know who they were, went out. He 
met, on quitting his chamber, in the apartment of 
the landlord, the earl of Pembroke, whom he di- 
rectly recognized, though he had fcarcely ever 
feen him before. He addrefTed him in a reproach- 
ful manner: ' Earl Pembroke, are you come into 
this country to do me homage for the lands you 
hold of me in the principality of Wales, of which 
I am the heir, and which your king has deprived 
me of, through the advice of evil counfellors ?' 

The earl of Pembroke was much difpleafed and 
afhamed, feeling himfelf a prifoner in a ftrange 
country, to be thus npoftrophifed in his own lan- 
guage by one whom he did not know, and replied, 
* Who are you that you addrefs me in fuch words ?' 



* By every thing I can find, this Evan was an impoftor.— 
Llewelyn, the laft prince of Wales, was treacheroufly flain, near 
Bui 1th, in Edward I.'s reign. Probably the king of France 
knew this, but employed him in hopes of his afliftance againft 
England. — Sea Barnea and others. 

Evan. 






Evan anfrared, 4 f; I^am * JSffaji, fort *?d hcif xif 
prince. Edmundof Wafobv *$»m your king wick* 
cdly and wrongfcWjr pot to dfgtji, and #finheji#4 
me ^erwaixfc* ,$ut. I iw^ perhaps ^tjc^lc, 
through. the. i8*&qncc of ipy very dear Jord tht 
king «if JFr*n$fi, ; to apply a remedy to this, aad| 
will certainty then dp fa* I wifh you to koow> 
that if lean meet you in a proper place and thn$ 
to<xfferyou corfcbat, I will fhew you the wrogga, 
you havedone me, as well as the earl of Hereford 
and Edward Spencer* for by your father an4 
other evil couofellore was my lord and father be^ 
frayed* which ought to anger me, and I will bo 
htvengedof it whenever I may have an opportunity / 

Sir Thomas St. Aubin, who was one of the 
earl's knight*, ftepped forward and eagerly faid $ 
* Evan, if you mean to fay and maintain, that my 
lord has now, or at any other time, committed a 
dishonourable a£t, or that my lord his father ha$ 
done fo, or that he owes you any homage or any 
thing elfe, throw down you glove and you Witt 
find, one ready enough to take it up/ Evan re- 
plied i c You are a prifoner: I (ball gain no ho- 
nour in calling you out, for you are not your own 
mafter, but belong to thofe who have taken you : 
but when you have gained your liberty, I ibaU 
fpeak out more boldly, for things (hall not remain 
as they now are.' 

As he finifhed thefe words, fome knights and 
Spanifh men of valour got between them, ahd 
(eparated them* The four admirals did not, after 
this, make any long flay, but Jed Iheir pri&ners 

Mr 
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to Burgos, to deliver them up to the long of Spain, 
who. at that timerefided there. 

When the king heard of their coming, and that 
they were near to Burgos, he fent his eldeft fon, 
John, who was called the Infanta of Caftille, at- 
tended by a large company of knights and fquires, 
to meet and to do them honour; for king Henry 
knew well that it became him fo to aft ; and he 
himftlf paid them much attention, as foon as they 
were come into his prefencc. Shortly after, the 
king ifiued out his orders, when they were fent to 
different places in the kingdom of Caftille. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 



THE CONSTABLE DU GUESCLIN TAKES THE CAS- 
TLE OF MONMORILLON*, AND OTHER PLACES 
IN POITOU. 

\X7"E will return to the affairs of Poitou, which 
*- at that time were not trifling matters, and 
fay how thofe knights from England and Gafcony 
afted who had come into la Rochelle at the feaft of 
St. John the Baptift, as has been before related. 
They were exceedingly vexed they had not ar- 
rived there the preceding day, and been in time 



• Monmorillon,- 






i Poitou, eleven leagues from 

for 



for &* Spteiatdsi They held long councjjxrfotr 
they ihould aft, and which way thejrlhould ad wwet, 
for Aey already had their fofpteibns of the loyally" of 
the Rbchellers. They appointed fir John Bevereuir 
fenefchal of la Rochelle, with t&ree hundred men 
at arms for the defence of the -cattle, for a$ldng as 
they Should be mafters of that, the to wrt blared 
not to rebel; This biifirie& deri*^ the capiat <b 
Buch, wha commanded the expeditk>p, lonf 
Thomas Percy, the carl of Angus/ fir Richard 
de Pontchatcfem, the fouldich, fir Benw de Jat 
Landc, and 'file others, with their men, marcfted 
from la Rochelle. About four hundred lances 
took the road for Soubife* ; for there were Tome 
Bretons near that place, who having taken poflcf- 
fion of feveral churches and fmall forts, had forti- 
fied them: but ^ foon as thefe lords approached 
they fled, and the country was freed of fuch vifi- 
tors. 

At this time, the conftable of France, the dukes 
of Berry and Bourbon, the count d , Alencon > the . 
dauphin d'Auvergne, the lord Louis de Sancerre, 
the IqhJs de Cliffon and de Laval, the vifrount dp 
Roha^j the; lord de Beaumanojr, and numbers 
of the batons of France* had taken the field, apd 
Were, with the army in the countries of Anjou, Au* 
Vergne and Berry : in all, upwards of three thou- 
land fpears. 

Thofe lords who were under the immediate 
command of the conftable advanced into Poitou, 

— — i i i — i mm — — — — ^— — — — ii — — — ^— fc— — — — — ^— — — » 

* Soatafey**-* town in Saimoage, fix leagues from la Ro- 
chelle. 

■■ '"* • where 



1*5 

where they kept in a body, and then proceeded 
to lay fiege to a caftle called Monmorillon. On 
their arrival, they aflaulted it brifkly and gained 
it, putting all within to the fword. They rein- 
forced it with another garrifon. 

They then marched to Chauvigny *, on the 
driver Creufe, and befieged it. They remained 
there two days, but on the third it furrendercd, 
and the garrifon were fpared. They continued 
their inarch towards Luffacf, where there is a 
town and cattle, which furrendercd immediately 
without waiting the aflault. They advanced to- 
wards the city of Poitiers, and lay one night iii 
die vineyards, which very much alarmed the city, 
as they were fearful of being befieged; but for 
this time they were free, for they marched off the 
following day, advancing towards Moncontour. 
John Crefiwell and David Hollegrave commanded 
an the place, and had under them about fixty 
good companions, bold and hardy, who had very 
much harafled the furrounding countries of An- 
jou arid Tourainc, as well as all the French gar- 
rifons, lb that the conftable declared he would 
not undertake any thing before he had gained 
this town. 



• Chaovigny,— fix leagues from Poitiers. 
f Lttfiac*— near Monnorilloa. 
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CHAP. XL. 
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» 1 

THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE TAKES MOW CON- 
TOUR BY A CAPITULATION. HE . MARCHES 

FROM THENCE TO FORM A JUNCTION WITH 
THE DUKE OF BERRY IN THE LIMpUfrlKj 

WHEN THEY LAY SIEOE TO ST. SEVERE* 

• • • 

HP HE conftablc of France, the. dujke of Bour* 
. ** bon, the count d'Alen^on, the lord dc 
Cliflbn, the vifcount de Rohan, the lords de Laval, 
de Beaumanoir and de Sully, with the others, at}? 
yanced until they came before Moncontour, a 
handfome cattle, fix leagues from Poitiers^ Q$ 
their arrival, they began the fiege, md made dif* 
ferent aflaults in good order; but, as the ditcho 
were very deep round the walls, > they coulclnpf 
eafily approach. They ordered the peafaot* to 
cut timber and faggots which thejr \ called » 
be drawn and thrown into them, and qftfywwit 
covered with ftraw and earth. Four days. were 
taken up in doing this* Wkn they |iad jcoau 
pleted it, they began their attacks in earnc&j 3tt$ 
in a regular way. Thofe within defended them- 
fclves well, for they were matters of their pro^ 
feflion ; and they fuftained the aflktiit <me whble 
day, when they had hard fighting, anS r Vere ; in 
great danger of being taken. On the fixth, the 
conftable advanced himfelf with his Bretons in 
regular order, to make a fiercer aflault than any 
<■ of 
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of the former ones. Being Covered with large 
Biields, and armed with pick-axes and mattock**- 
they came up clofe to the walls, which they iai-V 
mediately battered, puUing out (tones in various 
pkces, infomuch that die garrifon began to be> 
akrmed: they, however, defended themfelves a* 
well as ever garrifon did. 

John Crefswell and David HoUegravc, the go-, 
vemors, faw the peril they were in* and guefied 
that fir Bertrand, from this manner, of proceedings 
would not quit rite place before he had conquered it ; 
fo that» fijoirid they be taken by aflault, they would 
certainly be put to death ; and, not feing nor hear* 
mg of any fuccour coming to them, they opened 
a treaty to furrender the place,, km their lives being' 
fpared. 

1 The con&able, who did hot wifli to harrafs hi* 
own people, nor to puih too far the §arriibn# whac% 
he^kn^w to be refclute men at arms, accepted «the 
" term*, and agreed they ffaould leave the ca&\c^ 
taking nothing with them but gold or filver, and 
that they ihould be efcorted to Poitiers. 
: In this manner did the conftable get the faille 
of Moncontour, of which ha took pefiefTtqa, apd 
had it well repaired. He' remained in it to rf/reA 
hsmfelf and men, for he was thot determined whi^ 
their he Ihould march next, ta Poitiers or c\&r-< 

where* ■:..., ;.V:\-; 

r When the news was krt&wn k* the city o£.{tQt*> 
tiers, that Hhe topftabfc and his ISseooas had «t 
taken the caftle. of.Moncontpiir^ they, wpe, i?oeq 
atamedihan befbt^bnd^medfMC^i %R.ofF $$£> 

:«.. * fengers 
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ftngers to lord Thomas Percy, their fcnefchal, 
who was on the expedition with the captal dc 
Buch. 

At the fame time that lord Thomas Percy re- 
ceived this information, fir John Dcvereux, who 
refided in the caftlc of la Rochelle, was told that 
the conftable of France, having encamped before 
Poitiers, had reconnoitred the place, and that the 
inhabitants were the more afraid he would be-' 
ficge it becaufe their fentfchal was abfent* Sir 
John did not hear this intelligence with indiffer- 
ence, but fet about to aid and comfort the Poke- 
vins : he* marched from la Rochelle, with only fifty 
lances, having appointed, on his departure, one of 
his fquires, named Philip Manfel, governor of the 
caftle until his return. He took the road to Poi- 
tiers, which he entered j and the cittzens teftified 
their obligations to him for it. 

The principal citizens who brought the news from 
Poitiers to lord Thomas Percy, fcrving in the cap- 
tain army, begged of him to haften thither : and 
as they expe&ed an immediate fiege, to bring with 
him as ftrong a force as he could, for the French 
army was very confiderable. On hearing this, lord 
Thomas explained the bufinefs to the captal, to 
know what he would fay to it. The captal, hav- 
ing confidered it, was unwilling to breakup his 
expedition, but gave lord Thomas Percy leave to 
go there : he fet off, and on his arrival in Poitiers 
was received with great joy by the inhabitants, 
who were very defirous of having him among 
diem* He (b\wd fir John Devercux there, and 

great 



177. 

great feaftiifgs aad rejoicings were "made en tfalr 
occafion. 

AH this Was known to the conilable> who had 
continued hi Moncontour, and alfo that Poitiete 
bad been reinforced with a body of men at arms, 
At the fame time he heard froift the duke <*f Berry, 
who commanded a large army in Auvfergne, Berry > 
and Burgundy upob tbe borders of Limonfin, that 
be was defirous of laying fiege to St-.SeVere*; 
which town belonged to fir John Devereux,. but 
was garriibned, under his orders, by fir William 
Paty, Richard Gill and Rkhard Graft,' -•an** 
large body of nien at arms* who had orcfrfun thq 
countries of Auvergn& and Limoufin^ dqing much 
niifchief to both of diem. The data o£ Berry* 
on this account, wifhed to march thither, and 
therefore entreated the conftahle, if he had aot any 
Other views, that he wbpld join him fctfdre St; 
Severe. i- .- ■_." : ^ 

. The conftabk, v*ho was very wife, pnident and 
inventive in allixis undertakings, cdnfidenrd tfratat 
that moment he could not* expe& iiiccrfi before 
Poitiers, even if he wcr^ j>io qoprch his men thi- 
ther; for the tity had beeii^greatly reinforced wit& 
men at arms : hethercfofe declared he woukfijoin 
the duke of Berry. . He fet out from Moocontour 
with his whole army after he had appointed 'a gar-^ 
rifon to defend it, and joined the duke, who thariked 
him much for coming, as weH as all his knights and 

• St. Severe,— »a town in Saintonge, oear $*intcs. 
VOL IV, N fqirires. 
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{quires. When this jun&ion was formed, there 
was plenty of men at arras, 

The duke of Berry, in company with the con- 
ftable, reconnoitred St. Severe: their force was 
about four thoufand men at arms: they dire&ly 
laid fiege to the place, declaring they would not 
depart until they had pofieffion of it. They began 
die fiege with great vigour, and fir William Percy 
and his companions defended themfelves equally 
well. ' 

News was brought to fir John Devercux in the 
city of Poitiers, how the duke of Berry, the dau- 
phin d'Auvergne, the conftable of France, the lord 
de Cliffon, the vifcount de Rohan, with four thou- 
fand men at arms, were befieging his caftle of St. 
Severe. 

He was very penfive on hearing this, and (poke 
to lord Thomas Percy, who was prefent when the 
intelligence came : € Lord Thomas, you are fcn£f- 
chal of this country, and have fufficient influence 
and power to do what I am about to requeft of 
you ; which is, that you would advife andafiift me 
in fuccouring my people, for unlefs they are rein- 
forced they muft be taken by afiault.' 

€ By my f^ith/ replied lord Thomas, f I have 
every inclination and good wiih to affift you : and 
through love to you, I well fet out, and fpeak to 
my lord die captal de Buch, who is not far diftant. 
I will do all in my power to induce him to accom- 
pany us, to raife the fiege, and to offer battle to 
the French/ 

They 
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They immediately fet out from Poitiers, leavi n & 
the city under the guard of the mayor of the plade, 
whofe name was John Regnault, a good and loyal 
man. Thefe knights rode until they met the cap- 
tal de Buch, in the plain, advancing towards St. 
Jean d'Angely. They remonftrated with him in 
a courteous manner, how the French had taken 
Monmorillon, near Poitiers, as well as the ftrong 
caftle of Moncontour ; and that they were now em- 

» 

ployed at the fiege of St. Severe, which belonged 
to fir John Devereux, to whom certainly fome 
good lervices were due. Befides, there were fliut 
up in the caftle, fir William Percy, Richard Gill 
and Richard Orme, who were too valiant men to 
be loft. 

The captal de Buch, having confidered a mo- 
ment, replied, c Gentlemen, what is it you wilh 
me to do ?' Some knights who were near had been 
called to this council, and they replied ; c It is now 
a long time fince we have heard jou exprefs a 
ftrong defire for an opportunity of fighting with 
the French, you can never find a more favourable 
one than by haftening to St. Severe ; and, if you 
will ifluc your fummons to Anjou and Poitou, we 
lhall have a fufficient number to combat the French 
with the good will we have ^o meet with them.! 
€ By my faith/ anfwered the captal, « I wifti no- 
thing better; and we will foon meafure our 
ftrerigth with theirs, if it pleafe God and my 
! ord St. George.' 

The captal immediately iflued his fummons 

3 all barons, knights and fquircs of Pofrou and 

N 2 Saiii- 
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Satntongc attached to the Engljfti, entreating and* 
enjoining them ftri&ly to meet him, at a cer- 
tain fixed place, armed and prepared in the b?$ 
panner they could. 

Eyery knight and fquire wfyo received thefe 
letters made all poflible difpatch to make himfelf 
jeady, and took the field to meet the captal 3$ 
fpeedily as he could. Among the principal were, 
the lord de Partenay, fir J^ouis de Harcourt, fif 
Hugh de Yinoue, fir Thomas his brother, fir P?rci- 
yal deCoulonge, fir Aimcry de la Rochechouart, fir 
James de Surgeres, fir Geoffryd'Argenton, the lords 
jje Puiflfances, de Rouffillon, de Crupenac, fir John 
fT Angle, fir William de Montendre, and many other 
barons and knights ; fo that they muftered fqll nin$ 
Jjufidr^d lance? and five hundred archers. 



*BE 



CHAP. XII; 



t?HE GARRISON OF ST. SEVERE, AFTEJt A SH AR* 
ASSAULT, SUR^ENpERS TO SIR BERTRAND DU 
GUESCLIN.— THE CITV OF POITIERS TURNS TO 
JHJS, FRENCH PARTY. 

INTELLIGENCE was brought to fir $ertrand 
du Guefclin ^nd the arpiy before St. Severe, 
that the Englifh, Poitevins and their allies were 
faft approaching with a great force^in order to 
pblige them to raife the fiegp. 
• When the qonftable heard of this, he was no 
Vfty fdanped, but ordered eyery one to arm ancj 

r • 



to march dire&ly to the aflault. No one difoti^yecf 
this command, but French and Bretons advanced 
to the fort armed and well covered by their fhieldsi 
when they began a vigorous attack, each lord under 
his own banner and furrounded by his people. It 
was a handfome fight to look at, ibr at this aflault 
there were forty-nine banners, alid numbers o^ 
pennons. The conftable, and the maffhal lofif 
Louis de Sancerre were there at their prober pofts* 
labouring hard to encourage the men to condudfc 
their attack with greater valour. Jtnights and 
fquires of all nations were eager to gain honour and 
advancement, and performed many gallant exploits. 
Several croffdd the ditches, which Were full of wa- 
ter, >vith their fhields on their heads, and marched 
Up to the walls. In doing this, they never re- 
treated, notwithftanding the things which wer£ 
thrown down on them, but advanced the nearer to 
the fort. The dukes of Berry and Bourbon, the 
count d'Alenjon and the dauphin d*Auvergne,with 
feveral other great lords, were on the ditch encoii-* 
raging their rtien, who, on account of fuch fpec- 
tators* advanced boldly, fearlefs of death arid 
danger. 

Sir William Percy and the tWo ftJUires of ho* 
flour, who were governors of the caftle, perceiving 
how brilkly the attacks Were made, and that they 
never cooled nor ceafed, were fenfible, that, if it 
thus continued, they could not long refill, ahd> 
according to their imagination, no aid was Coming 
to them from any part; for> if they had fulpefled 
that a reinforcement was within ten leagues, they 
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would have taken courage, and have held out until 
they fhould have been relieved : but, being igno- 
rant of this, they opened a treaty with the confla- 
ble, to avoid further lofs. Sir Bertrand, who had 
had certain intelligence that before evening he 
fhould fee .or hear of the Englifh, eagerly concluded 
the negotiation, granting them their lives : on 
which he made great rejoicings. 

He then ordered the army to march into the 
plain, and draw up in order of battle, faying to the 
chief commanders ; ' Gentlemen, look to your- 
felves, for the enemy is advancing, and I hope 
that we may have a battle before night/ Each 
made ready, upon hearing this, as well for the at- 
tack as to defend himfelf 

The Englifh, however, were in no hurry to march 
further, when they learnt for certain that St. Severe 
was taken. We will, therefore, fpeak of what was 
paffing in Poitiers. 

%At this time there were great diffentions in Poi- 
tiers, for three parts of the town wilhed to turn to 
the French ; but John Regnault, the mayor, and a 
part of the commonalty, wanted to remain with 
the Englifh. Not with ftanding this, the richeift 
citizens and the churchmen, of whom there were 
there plenty, would, whatever might be the confe- 
rences, have the conftable fent for : indeed they 
fecretly advifecMiim to make hade and take poffef- 
lion of the city, for on his approach they would 
open to him the gates. 

The conftable was much rejoiced, and told it to, 
the dukes of Berry and of Bourbon, who- deter- 
mined 
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mined that he mould leave the army with three 
hundred men at arms, mounted on the fleeteft 
couriers they had. They rode that day and the 
following night, with fcarcely any repofej upwards 
of thirty leagues by another road than that the Eng- 
Hfh had taken, and by day-break arrived at Poi- 
tiers. They found the gates ready opened, and 
their party prepared to receive them. Had they 
but delayed one half hour, they would have loft: 
the opportunity; for John Regnault and his friends, 
having learnt the intention of the others, had fent 
off in great hafte to fir John Devereux and lord 
Thomas Percy, who, with a hundred fpears and as 
many archers, were within one Ihort league of the 
city. 

The barons and knights of Poitou were thunder- 
ftruck at the capture of Poitiers, as well as thofe 
from Gafcony and England, who were collected in 
Poitou, to the amount of eight hundred lances and 
four hundred archers. 

They called a council to confider in what manner 
they mould act, for they faw themfelves in great 
difficulties, and were doubtful in whom they could 
put confidence. The barons and knights of Poitou 
therefore, the better to re-aflure the Englifh, thus 
addrefled them : ' Certainly, gentlemen, it is 
exceedingly difagreeable for us to lee the affairs of 
this country in fuch a ftate that we cannot bring 
any remedy to them; but depend upon it, that 
as long as we exift, and there fhall remain any 
houfe or fort m Poitou to receive us, we will 
N4 , always 
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always remain ftcadily and loyally attached to oitf 
natural lord the king of England and to you/ 

The Engltfh knights replied, c We place our en- 
tire confidence in you, and you will find in us com* 
panions and friends to death/ There were vcrjr 
long debates, when it was at laft refolved, that the 
Poitevins fhould march off one way, and the Eng- 
lilh to a different quarter. They parted from each 
other in the moft amteable manner ; that is to fay, 
the lord de Parcenay, the lords cte Thouars and 
de Rouflillon, fir Aimery de la Rochechouart, fif 
John dVAngle, fir Louis de Harcourt, fir Percival 
de Coulogne governor of Thouars, Hugh de 
Brionne, Reginald de Thouars, William de Cru- 
penac, James de Surgeres, and other knights and 
fquires of Poitou, who took the road to Thouars* 
The Englifh, fuch as fir John Devereux, lord 
Thomas Percy, fir Richard de Pontchardon, the 
earl of Angus, fir Geoffry d' Argenton, fir Matthew 
Foulkes, fir Thomas Gournay, fir Walter Hewett, 
fir John Crefwell and others, took the road to 
Niort^ which they intended to enter without halt- 
ing ; but, when they arrived there, they found the 
gates fhut and the draw-bridge raifed, and were 
told by the inhabitants they fhould not have ad- 
mittance 

The EnglHh lords immediately called a council, 
and declared fuch an infult was not to be fuffered : 
they drew up in good array, and attacked the town 
with great courage, which was defended by the 
inhabitants : but there was not any gentleman or 
knight within it to order or lead them, only me- 
chanics, 



MS5 

thanics, who kriexfr fiot whit it Was td make Watt j 
fo they were conquered by the Englifh. Could 
they have held out until vefpers, they would have 
been a&fted, for the conftable had ordered ThU 
baut do Pons, with two hundred combatants* top 
reinforce the gaitifon* They did not, however, 
arrive in time, for the town was taken by ai&tilt, 
and pillaged, while men and women were pro- 
mifcuoufly put to the fword. 

The Englifh took up their quarters in Niort> 
waiting for intelligence. 



CHAP. XLIL 

i 

TfcE FRENCH MAKE THE CAPTAL &E BUCtf 

PRISONER. LA ROCHELJLE TURNS TO THE 

FRENCH. 

TT\URING the time the Eriglifti were in Niort, 
*~^ from whence, in truth, they were afraid of 
departing, Evan of Wales, in company with the 
Spanifli admiral don Roderigo di Rofas, arrived 
at la Rochelle with fourteen large fhips and eight 
galleys, laden with men at arms and provifion. 
They anchored before the town, fo that nothing 
could enter or come out without danger of being 
taken. Upon which the Rdchellers, who wcfre 
wavering* had a fccret interview with Evan and 

the 
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the Spanifh admiral j and it was agreed mutually 
not to hurt each other. 

The Spaniards and French remained at ^anchor 
before la Rochelle $ but they had fpies in the 
countries of Poitou and Saintonge, to inform them 
what was going forwards. The governor of la 
Rochelle was at that time Philip Manfel. 

The conftable of France ftill continued in Poi- 
tiers, but he fent the lord du Pons and Thibaut 
du Pons, with three hundred fpears,. including 
every, one, to the cattle of Soubife. 

Soubife is a very ftrong cattle fituated on the 
fea-Ihore, dire6tly at the mouth of the river Cha- 
rente, where it difembegue^ itfelf intb the fea. 
The lady of Soubife was in \ht cattle, but had 
not many men at arms to garrifon it : fhe therefore 
diredtly fent off a fquirc to John de Grailly, captal 
de Buch, conftable of Aquitaine, to aflc for fuc- 
cour, who was at the time in St. Jean d'Angely. 
He fent orders for fir Henry Haye, fenefchal of 
Angoulfime, fir William de Marneil, nephew to 
the lord Raymond de Marneil, lord Thomas 
Percy and fir John Crefswell, to come immedi- 
ately to St. Jean d'Angely. 

Evan of Wales was informed of all the particu- * 
lars of this fiege, as well as the affefnbly of S£ Jean 
d'Angely. He therefore picked out four hundred 
lances of thofe moft to be depended upon from his 
whole army, and, embarking them on board 
thirteen barges, fet (ail with fir James de Montmoy 
and Morellet his brother. He left the Spanifh 
admiral, with the remainder of the armament 

« 
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before la Rochelle, and arrived undifcovered on 
the oppofite more to the caftle of Soubife where 
the lord de Pons was, who knew nothing of this 
embarkation. 

The captal was alfo ignorant of it, as he was 
collecting his forces in St. Jean d' Angely ; for, had 
he fufpected any thing of the fort, he would have 
had a larger body of men: but he fait back a 
confiderable number, having alfo left many in St. 
Jean d'Angely. 

He marched with only two hundred lances at 
the utmoft, and about night arrived near to the 
French army and to the caftle of Soubife. They 
difmounted on the outGde of a fmall coppice, to 
tighten their gloves of mail and regirth their 
horfes. Having remounted, they difplayed their 
banners, dalhing among the French with their 
fhours of war. Many were Gain and wounded at 
this onfet, for the French were not on their guard. 
The lord du Pons and Thibaut du Pons, with fixty 
of their principal men, were made prifoners, and 
the reft put to flight. 

At this moment, Evan of Wales with his forces 
advanced, having haftily crofted the Charente, 
with torches and other lights, for it was exceed- 
ingly dark. Thefe four hundred lances, who were 
determined men and quite frefb, fell upon the 
Englifli and Gafcons, who thought they had ac- 
compliftied their buGnefs. Many were fcattered 
about pillaging, and the knights were attending 
to their prifoners. They were treated by thefe 

new 
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hew (corners very foughly, and in a fhorttittitf com- 
pletely defeated. ' 

An able fquire of Vermandois, tailed Pete! 8 
Danvilliers *, advanced and came fo near the? 
captal de Buch that he made him his prifoner 
by a gallant deed of arms. The captal was, at 
this period, the knight of Gafcony attached to 1 
England whom the king of Frarice and the French- 
men wifhed moft to gain, for he was a hardy and 
enterprifing captain. 

Lord Thomas Percy was aifo that day made* 
prtfbner by a Wel(h prieft, called David Hotf eff < 
Sir Maubrun de Linieres, fir Henry Haye^ and: 
ftveral other knights and fquires were taken like- 
Wife, Sir Walter Hewett, fir Petiton de Courton* 
fir William Harrington and Carmille J efcaped 
with great difficulty : they made for the town of 
Soubife, but would have failed of help if the lady 
had not been on the walls, who had the gate in- 
ftantly opened. They entered the place with 
feveral others. 

On the next morning, Evan of Wales ordered 
all his barges and boats to be dfawn tip before 
Soubife, on which he made a brifk attack. Thd 



• Danvilliers. FroifTart calls him Pierre Danielles ; but I 
copy from Villaret's hill, de France, torn. v. who fays that 
Charles V. gave the fquire twelve hundred livres for the ranfom 
of the captal, and cites le Trefor de Chartres for the receipt. 

f David Howel. Villaret calls him Pavid Honnel. I fuppofe 
itfliould be David Howel. In thofe days, it Was common for., 
priefts to engage in war, notwitbftanding their priefthood. 

t Carmille- Q^ 

lord 
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lord du Pons apd fir Thibaut du Pons, who had 
been refcued, afiaulted it on the oppofite fide. 
The garrifon and towji defended themfelv^s va- 
liantly : but the lady called a council of the knights 
and barons, as the place was not ftrong, and could 
not hold for any time; for Ihe did not, in the 
prefent ftate of affairs, eypeft any fuccour ; and 
lent them to negociate with the French. 

A treaty was made on fuch terms th^t the 
knights who were in the town might retire in fafety 
to Niort, Saintes, Lufignan or whitherfoever thfy 
pleafed j but the lady pf Soubife was to place her- 
felf under the obedience of the king of France. 

The Englifh departed from Soubife, and were 
fafely efcorted wherever they chofe to' go. The 
French took poffeflion of the tqwn and received 
the fealty of the lady, who fwore allegiance to the 
king of France for herfelf and for her dependen- 
cies. 

Evaji of Wales, fir James de Montjpoy, and their 
men, returned to their boats, carrying with them 
the captal de Buch, and their other prifoners, to 
jthe large fleet, which w^s lying before la Rochelle. 
The lord du Pons and the Bretons haftened their 
march toward St. Jean d'Angely, to join the other 
jnen at arms whom the confutable had fent thither. 
?JTiere were the vifcount de Rohan, the lords de 
Clifibn, de T ourne roine, de Beaumanoir and de 
Jlochfort, fir William des Bourdes, fir Oliver de 
Mauny, fir Reginald de Limoufin, fir Geoffrjr 
Jiicon, Yvon de Laconnet, Alain de St. Pol, Car- 
fuelle and fever^l moje, wixo came before the 
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town of St. Jean d'Angely, and made a grear 
fliow $us if they meant to affault it. The inhabi- 
tants, feeing the country was loft, and their cap- 
tain taken, at the fame time not expe&ing fuc- 
coqr from any part, furrendered themfelves to the 
French. 

The Bretons then marched towards Artgouleme, 
which turned to the French, as did Taillebourg. 
They next advanced to Saintes, where they re-, 
mained two days and two nights ; for the gover* 
nor, fir William Farrington, faid he would not 
furrender tb eafily, and made preparations' for its 
defence ; but the bilhop of the town, who was a 
Frenchman, worked upon the citizens fo far as 
to induce them to feize the governor, and declare 
they would put him to death if he would not per- 
mit them to furrender. 

Sir William confented, provided when they 
treated for themfelves they did fo for him, and 
that he (bould be permitted to march out free. 
This treaty was accepted, and the French took 
poffeflion of Saintes and its caftle. Sir William 
Farrington marched out, and was efcorted to 
Bourdeaux. 

Evan of Wales ftill lay before la Rochelle in 
company with the Spanifh admiral, don Roderigo 
de Rofas, with forty large ihips, thirteen barges and 
eight galleys. There were many negotiations be- - 
tween them and the citizens j but thefe laft could 
not do any thing fo long as the caftle was in the 
hands of the Englifh. They waited therefore, 
{Uficmbling their intentions, until the Englifh 

£ fhould 



151 
ihould have drawn off the greater part of the 
garrifon, as they were doing by little and little, 
and until fir John Devereux had left it under the 
command of Phillip Manlel, who had but a hun- 
dred companions one with the other. 

At this time, a citizen called John Candorier*, 
mayor of the town, afTembled a meering of thofe 
that were more inclined to the French than to the 
Engliflb, and addreffed them : ' Gentle firs, we 
fee our neighbours taking part with the French 
on all fides of us, and we (hall foon be ib in- 
clofed that we lhall not know which way to turn 
ourfelves, nor even to go out of our town. It 
would therefore be expedient, as the moment 
ieems favourable, to confider in what manner we 
may be able to gain pofiefllon of the caftle, which 
has fo much annoyed and vexed us, for the gar- 
rifon is now much weakened. Phillip Manfel is 
not very crafty. I will therefore tell him I have 
received orders from the king of England, which 
command me to arm and mufter a>J the inhabi- 
tants of the town in a place which I will name, but 
that I muft know the number of the garrifon as 
well as the townfmen, fo that I may be enabled 
to fend him an exact account. I will defire him 
to march out of the caftle and make his mufler be- 
fore me, which I am perfuaded he will do. We 
will then have provided an ambufcade among the 
old ruins, on the outfide of the caftle, of two 
hundred companions, who, when the garrifon have 

I : 
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marched out, fhail poft thenifelves between itheflt 
And the draw-bridge, which will have been kt 
down. We will alfo hare a fufficient force elfc* 
where, who mud advance in their front and . make 
them prifoners ; by which we {hall . take both 
caftlc and garrifon, if you, gentlemen, approve 
of my plan.' 

They all replied in the affirmative, and adopted 
it, appointing the mayor captain, of the enter* 
prize. -ji 

The mayor, fhortly afterward, fent to Qavitc the 
governor to a grand entertainment, where he met 
moft of the principal inhabitants that were in thp 
plot. The converfation ran chiefly on the king 
of England and his affairs : during which a large 
packet was brought to the m^yor, fealed with the 
great feal of England, the better toimpofe on Phillip 
Manfel, who could not read, but knew well the feal. 
The mayor read aloud this letter, putting fuck 
words in it as fuited his purpofe, but .which were 
not written. He then addrefibd his gueft : c Go-? 
vernor, you fee and hear what (the king our lord's 
commands are to you and me. You muft maker 
your mutter to-morrow, as. we will do ours.' The- 
governor, who but too well believed all he had 
heard, faid he would willingly obey, and with* 
this he took his leave. 

During the courfe of the night, the -mayor 
chofe two hundred men, whom he well armed,, 
and before day placed them in ambufli among the 
old walls on the outfide of the cattle. After nine 
o'clock, the mayor ordered the bells to ring and 

the 



the townfmen to arm themfelves. Soon after, 
Phillip Manfel armed his garrifon, of fixty able 
men, and fit to defend the place. They marched 
out of die caftle ; but when they had paired the 
draw-bridge, the men who formed the ambufcade 
Tallied forth, and pofted themfelves between the 
Englilh and the gate. 

The garrifon now faw they were betrayed, and 
marched towards the ambufcade in hopes of re- 
gaining the entrance of the cattle ; but at this 
moment the mayor advanced, with upwards of 
two thoufand of the inhabitants, fo that the Eng- 
liih, being attacked in front and rear, were all 
made prifoners : they furrendered, on having their 
lives laved. The caftle was not yet taken j for 
the Englilh had left twelve of their men within, 
who had ftrongly clofed the gate. 

The mayor then came up to the governor and 
his men, and faid j * Gendemen, attend to what I 
fay : if you do not immediately give orders for 
the caftle to funender, you may be allured we 
will have you all beheaded at the foot of this 
bridge.' The Engliftt replied, they would wil- 
lingly do all in their power, and held feveral par- 
leys with thofe of the caftle. It was agreed on 
all fides, that thofe who had been made prifoners 
and the remainder in the caftle lhould be em- 
barked on board a fhip, and conduced by the 
mayor and burgeffes to Bourdeaux. 

Thus did the Rochellers win their caftle. When 
the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, Burbon, the mar- 
shal de Sancerre, the vifcount de Rohan, the 
Vol. IV. O lords 



lords de Sully, du Pons, de Cliflbn, de Beau- 
manoir, and the other barons and knights of France 
were informed of it, they quitted Berry, Anjou 
and Limoufin, where they had made their quar- 
ters, and took the direft road for Poitiers, where 
the conftable refided. In their march, thefe lords 
took a town in Poitou called St. Maixarft*, which 
furrendered as foon as they came before it. The 
caftle was taken by aflault, and all in it put to the 
fword. They afterward took the caftle of Merle, 
the caftte of Aunay, and feveral other forts in their 
foad. 

* When they were arrived at Poitiers, they lent mef- 
fengers to treat with the Rochellers, but they would 
not open their gates to them. They told the mef- 
fengers, that the inhabitants would not furrender 
thcmfelves in fo eafy a manner ; but that if the 
iduke of Berry and the before-mentioned lords 
were willing to agree, within fix days to fend them 
pafsports to come to Poitiers, they would then 
declare to them their intentions, and fully explain 
what they meant to do. 

The meffengers returned, and told what the in- 
habitants had faid. 

; Paflports were granted, and fome of the bur- 
geffes came to Poitiers, when they declared to 
the lords that it was their intention to place them- 
felves under the obedience of the king of France ; 
buf that they would not allow of any caftle, and 
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• St. Maixant,— in the road between Saintes and Poitiert, 
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the prefent one muft be razed to the ground: 
that it Ihould be declared, under the king's feal, 
that no other Ihouid be erecled : that the town of 
la Rochelle, and country dependant on it, fhould 
remain for ever as the particular domain, and 
under the jurifdiftion, of the kings of France, 
and that it lliould never be fevered from it by 
marriage, peace, or by any other means, what- 
ever -fortune may befal the kingdpm of France : 
that the town fhould be allowed a mint, with li- 
berty to coin florins, and black and white money, 
with the fame alloy and form as thofe of Paris. 

The French lords would not agree to thele 
terms until the king had confidered them ; and 
they gave the Rochellers pafipom to wait on him 
at Paris. 

Twelve burgeffes went to the king, who granted 
them every thing they had afked. He entertained 
them handfomely, and gave them feveral rich 
jewels. When they returned to la Rochelle, they 
difplayed their charters, which were fealed with the 
king's feal, and had been confirmed in the parlia- 
ment of the king and his peers. 

They immediately began to demolifh and raze 
to the ground the large and ftrong caftle of la 
Rochelle. They then fent to inform the lords 
who were at Poitiers, that if they would come thi- 
ther the gates would be open to them. 

The conftable of France went with only two 
hundred men at arms. THey received him with 
great joy, and did to him their homage and fealty as 
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to the king of France j for he fhewed them a lawful 
com million from the king, which conftituted him 
his reprefentative in all thofe parts of the realitf. 



CHAP. XLIH. 

SIR BERTRAND DU GUBSCLIN TAKES SEVERAL 
CASTLES IN THE ROCHELLOIS.— THE KINO 

OF ENGLAND EMBARKS TO COME TO THE 

ASSISTANCE OF THOUARS, BUT IS PREVENTED 

BY CONTRARY WINDS : UPON WHICH THOSE 

OF THOUARS, AND MANY OTHERS IN POITOU, 

SURRENDER TO THE FRENCH. 

WHEN fir Bertrand du Guefclin had refided 
four days in la Rochclle, and had pointed 
out to the inhabitants in what manner they fhould 
fupport and demean themfelves henceforward, he 
fet out on his return to the lords he had left at 
Poitiers, whom he ihftantly marched off to con- 
qucr other ftrong places in Poitou. They were 
full three thoufand lances. 

On their departure from Poitiers, they laid fiege 
to the caftle of Benon*, and declared they would 
not leave it- until it had changed matters, A 



* Benon,— a fmall town in Attnis* diocefe of la Rochelle. 
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fquire from the county of Foix* named William 
de Pau, was governor of the place, under the 
captal de Buch : he had with him a Neapolitan 
knight, called fir James^ fcut without any furname. 
Many violent aflaults were made, which were weU 
repulfed by the garrifon. 

Not far diftant was the town of Surgeres*, 
which was garrifoned with Englilh, by orders of 
the captal, then a prifoner, who feid one evening 
they would beat up the French quarters. They 
therefore marched out, according to an agreement 
with thofe of Majansf, and mufteredin the whole 
about forty lances: they feU upon the quarters 
of the confUble of France, wounded many, and 
particularly flew one of hi$ own fquires. The 
army were roufed, and the French colle&ed toge- 
ther as fall as they could* but the Englilh, who 
had performed all they intended, re-entered their 
fbrtreffes unhurt. 

The conftable was #>. enraged at this, that he % 
(wore he would never quit the fpot where he was 
without conquering the caftle. of Benon, and 
putting to death all within it. He gave orders, that 
very morning for every one to be ready for the 
afiault, and had large machines brought, fo that 
for a long time fijeh an attack had not been feen* 
The men at arms and the Bretons did not fpare. 
themfelves: they entered the ditches with flrields 
on their heads, and advanced to the foot of the 



* Surgeres,— a town in Aunis, fix leagues from la Rochelle. 
•f Marans,-f-a town in Aunis; fix leagues from la Rochelle. 
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walls with pick-axes and iron crows, with which 
they worked fo cffcAually that a large breach was 
made, through which they might eafily enter. 
The caftle was taken, and all within put to the 
fword. 

The conftable had it repaired and new gar-' 
rifoned. He then advanced towards Marans, the , 
garrifon of which furrendered on having their lives 
and properties faved. He next came to Surgeres, 
which alfo put itfelf under the obedience of the 
king of France ; for the Englifh garrifon had gone 
away, being afraid to wait the arrival of the con- 
ftable. He marched after this to the caftle of 
Fontenay le Comte*, where the lady of fir John 
Harpedon refided. He aflaulted both town ami 
caftle frequently : at laft, the garrifon left it on 
x capitulation, and retreated to Thouars with the 
lady, under paffports from the conftable. The 
French therefore took pofleffion of the caftle and 
town, and halted there to reft themfelvcs. 

Sir Bertrand and the lords of France marched 
to befiege Thouars, whither the greater part of 
the knights of Poitou had retired, namely, the 
vifcount de Thouars, the lords de Partenay, de 
Poufanges, de Cors, de Crupignac, fir Louis de 
Harcoqrt, fir Geoffry d'Argenton, fir James de 
Surgeres, fir Percival de Coulogne. They had 
caufed to he made at Poitiers and at la Rochelle 
large machines and cannons, with which they much 



♦ Fontenay le Comte,— a city in la Vendee, bifhoprick of la 
RocheUe. 
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haraffed thefe lords of Poitou in Thouars ; who, 
having mutually confidered their fituarion, pro- 
pofed a treaty, the terms of which were, that 
there fliould be a truce for them and all that be- 
longed to them until Michaelmas enfuing 157*: 
during which time, they mould let the king of 
England, their lord, know the ftate of the town 
and country : and if, within that period, they were 
not fuccoured by the king of England or lome of 
his children, they were, for themfelves and their 
territories, to fwear obedience to the king of 
France, 

When the treaty was agreed to, fome of the 
knights returned to Paris. The captal de Buch 
was conducted^ thither, and imprifoned, under a 
good guard, in one of the towers of the Temple. 
The king was fo much pleafed with this prize that 
he gave to the fquire that had taken him twelve 
hundred francs. 

The meflengers from the lords of Poitou arrived 
in England, to acquaint the king, the prince of 
Wales (who at that time had pretty well reco- 
vered his health) and the council with the filiation 
of Poitou and Saintonge. 

The king, learning that he was thus lofing all 
the territories which had coft him fo much to 
conquer, remained penfive and filent : at laft he 
laid, that in a very fhort time he would go to 
that country with fuch a powerful force as would 
enable him to wait for the army of the king of 
France, and never return to England before the 
O 4 had 
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had regained all that had been' conquered from 
him, or lofe what remained. 

At this period, the army under the command 
$f the duke of Lancafter was completed. It was 
very numerous, and had been ordered to Calais a 
but .the king and council changed its defoliation, 
having determined it fhould go to Poitpu, Sain- 
tpnge and la Rochelle, as being the places where 
the bufincfs was the moft preffing. The king of 
England iflued a fpecial fummons throughout the 
realm, ordering all perfons capable of bearing arms 
to come properly equipped to Southampton and 
its neighbourhood by a certain day, whea they 
were to embark. 

None either wifhed or dared to difobey the 
command, fo that numbers of men at arms and 
archers of all forts marched towards the fea-coaft, 
where there were about four hundred veflek of 
different fizes ready to receive them. The prin- 
cipal nobility waited on the king and his family, 
who refided at Weftminfter, 

It had been fettled between the king and prince, 
that if either of them ihould die in this expedition, 
the fon of the prince, named Richard* born at 
JJourdcaux, Ihould fucceed to the crown. When 
therefore all the nobles were affcmbled about the 
king before his departure, the prince caufed them, 
to acknowledge, that in cafe he ihould die before 
&$ father, his fon fhould fucceed as king of Eng-> 
land after the deccafe of his grandfather* The 
earls* barons, knights, and commonalty of .drt 

country 



country were fo much attached to the prince for 
his gallantry at home and abroad, that they cheer- 
fully ailented to his requeft; the king firft, then 
his children, and afterward the lords of England. 
The prince put them upon their oath, and made 
them fign and feal to obferve this arrangement be- 
fore they feparated. 

Matters being thus fettled, the king, the prince, 
the duke of Lancafter, the earls of Cambridge, Sa- 
Jiibury, Warwick, Arundel, Suffolk, and Stafford, 
the lord Defpenfer (who was but lately returned 
from l-ombardy), the lords Percy, Neville, Roos, 
de la Warre, and all the principal barons of Eng- 
land, with about three thoufand lances and ten 
thoufand archers*, arrived at Southampton, when 
they embarked on board the fleet, which was the 
largeft that ever a king of England failed with on 
any expedition whatever. 

They fteered for la Rochelle, coafting Nor- 
mandy and Brittany, and had various winds. The 
king of France, in the mean time, was collecting 
a great army in Poitou, to maintain his preten- 
fions to Thouars ; fo that the whole country was 
full of foldiers. The Gafcons, on the other hand, 
were as actively employed ia railing men under 
the command of the lord Archibald de Grailiy, 
uncle to the captal de Bitch, who had come for- 
ward at the entreaties of fir Thomas Felton, fene- 
fchal of Bourdeaux : they amounted to full three 



• My MS. fays, 
houfand archers.' 



four thoufand men 



arms and twenty 
hundred 
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hundred fpfeirs. In this number were, the lords 
de Duras,- de C our ton, de Mucidcnt, de Rofen, 
de Langorcn, and de Landuras, fir Peter de Lan~ 
duras, fir Peter de Courton, and fir William Fan- 
rington, an Englifliman. 

This body of men left Bourdeaux; and advanced 
to Niort, where they found fir Walter Hewett, fir 
John Devereux, fir Thomas Gournay, fir John 
Crefswell, and feveral others. When they were 
all afiembled, they amounted to about twelve hun- 
dred combatants. Sir Richard de Pontchardon 
arrived there alfo, and brought with him twelve 
hundred more. 

The king of England and his children, with his 
large army, were beaten about on the fea, and 
could not land at la Rochelle, nor any where near 
it, for wind and weather were againft them. . They 
remained in this fituation for nine weeks ; and 
Michaelmas was fo near at hand that he found it 
was not poffible for him to keep his engagement 
with the Poitevin lords in Thouars. He was fe- 
yerely difappointed at this, and difbanded his 
troops to go whither they wifhed. The king, on 
his return, faid of the king of France, ' that there 
never was a king who had armed himfelf fo litde, 
nor one who had given him fo much embarraff- 
ment.' m 

Thus did this large fleet fteer to England, when 
it had as favourable a gale as could be wifhed. 
After they were difbanded, there arrived at Bour- 
deaux upwards of two hundred merchant fhips for 
wines. 

ri - When 
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When Michaelmas was nearly arrived, the ba- 
rons of England and Gafcony, who had advanced 
to Niort in order to attend the king of England 
at Thouars, were very much furprifed that they 
heard not any tidings of him. In order, therefore, " 
to acquit themfelves, they fent meffengers to the 
Poitevin lords in Thouars, who faid to them; 
c Very dear lords, we are fent hither by the lord* x 
of Gafcony in the dependence of the king of Eng- 
land, and by thofe Englifh lords now in company 
with them, who have defired us to inform f ou, » 
that they have collefted all their forces, which may 
amount to aJ>out twelve hundred fighting men*, 
ready and willing to ferve you. . They entFeat you 
to inform them, if, in the abfence of the king of 
England and his children, tfiey can affiftyou, and 
if the relief may now be accepted ; for they are * 
eager to adventure their lives and fortunes in your 
company. 1 

The barons of Poitou replied $• € We will call 
a qouncil on what you have faid; aftd we return 
our kind thanks to the barons of Gafcony and 



* All the printed copies and MSS. except the one I have 
lately quoted, have 1200. In the preceding page, Froiflartfays s 
1200 men came to Niort with fir John Devereux,Jcc. and that 
fir Richard de Pontchardon brought 1 200 man. They ought, 
therefore, to have been 2400. My MS. nearly reconciles this 
by faying, that, « the herald Chandos, who carried the meflage , 
to the knights in Thouars, informed them his lords were affem- 
bled in Niort with 1200 lances, Englifh and Gafcons.* and about 
2000 archers and iufty varlets.' 
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England for fending to us, and for being fo well 
prepared and willing to affift us.' 

The knights of Poitou aflembled -, but at the firft 
meeting they could not agree on any determination, 
for the lord de Partenay, who was one of the prin- 
cipal barons, was defirous they fbould defend them- 
selves, as if the king of England had been pre- 
fect : but others maintained, that they had given 
under their feals a declaration, that if neither the 
king of England nor any of his children were pre* 
(ent> they would furrender themfelves to the obe-* 
dience of the king of France. The lord de Parte- 
nay returned to his h6tel in a very ill humour $ bu$ 
he was afterwards fo much talked to that he con- 
fented to agree with the others. They therefore 
fent word, that according to their treaty, it was 
abfolutcly neceffary for the king of England or one 
of his fons to be prefent. The Englifh and Ga£» 
cons at Niort were much vexed on hearing this, 
but they could not prevent it. 

The dukes of Berry, Burgundy, Bourbon, the 
conftable of France, the lprd de Cliffon, the vif- 
'count de Rohan, the dauphin of Auvergne, the 
lord Louis de Sancefre, the lord de Sully, and the 
barons of France : in all, about ten thoufand 
lances, without reckoning the others, advanced 
from Poitiers, and drew up in batde-array before 
Thouars the eve of Michaelmas-day, and alio on 
the feaft day until evening, when they retired to 
their quarters. On the morrow, the two brothers 
of .the king of France and the conftable fent to. 
the knights of Poitou in Thouars, to remind them 
' + .. of 
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of what they had fworn and fealed. They re- 
turned for anfw^r, that they ihould very foon re- 
tire to Poitiers, when they would put themfelves 
and their dependencies under the obedience of the 
king of France, 

The lords of France, fatisfied with this anfwer, 
departed from before Thouars; and the dukes 
difbanded the greater part of their men. 

On this fcparation, the lord de Cliflbn, with a 
large body of men at arms, of whom the con* 
ftabfe had given him the command, came before 
Mortaigne fur mer, which at that time was at- 
tached to the Engliftii An Englifh fquire, called 
James Clerk, was governor of the place, and 
might have had with him about fixty companions. 

When the lord de Cliflbn came before Mor- 
taigne, he aflaulted it very vigoroufly : but, though 
he did not fpare himfelf on the occafion, he gained 
nothing ; upon which he retreated to his quarters. 

The governor, who found he fhould be hard 
puftied, fent off fecretly to thofe knights of Gaf- 
cony and England Who were at Niort, to defire 
they would come that night to v Mortaigne ; that 
he would lodge them in his h6tel; and that they 
might eafily pafs through the quarters of the 
French forces, who were but two hundred fight- 
ing men. 

Thefe lords fet out from Niort, with five hun- 
dred lances, and rode all night to arrive at Mor- 
taigne, for they had a great defire to catch the 
lord de Cliflbn. But a fpy, who had left Niort 
with them, having overheard fome part of their 

intentions, 
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intentions) made as much hafte as poffible to thft 
lord de Cliflbn, whom he found fitting at his 
iiippcr. He informed him that the enemy had 
marched from Niort with five hundred comba- 
tants, and were advancing faft towards him* 
. Upon hearing this, the lord de Cliflbn puflied 
the table frQtn before him, and haftily armed him- 
/ felf. He mounted his. fteed> and fet off fuddcnly, 
with all his men, leaving the greater part of what 
belonged to them, on the field. He never flopped 
until he arrived at Poitiers. The Englifh were 
much vexed at their difappointment. They re- 
turned to Niort, where they left in garrifon fir 
John Devereux, the earl of Angus and CrefswelL 
Sir Walter Hewett went to England. All the 
others went back to Bourdeaux, burning in their 
way the whole of the territories of the lord dc 

Partenay. 
Thus was all Poitou conquered, except the fbrt- 

reflcs of Niort*, Elifeth, Mortemer, Mortaigne, 

Lufignan, Chaftcl-Accartf, la Roche fur Yon> 

pauzar, la Tour de l'Arbre, Merxis and others. 

' HThefc caftles, however, held out, and. made fre- 
quent inroads and attacks on their neighbours ; 

v fometimes invading, at other times chaced back 



again. 



* Niort,-— a city in Poijou, fifteen leagues from Poitiers* 
t Chatel F Archer/— a village in Poitou. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

THE DUKE OF $RITTANY DARES HOT OPENLY 

DECLARE FOR THE-.IUNO OF ENGLAND. SIR 

BERTRAND Du GUESCLIN LAYS SIEGE TO 

CIVRAY*, THE ENGLISH ARE. DEFEATED, 

AND THE WHOLE OF THE COUNTRIES OF 
POITOU, SAINTONGE, AND LA ROCHELLE> 

ARE GIVENUP Tp THE FRENCH. 

«• ■ * 

*T*HE duke of Brittany, who remained peace- 
•** ably in his duchy, was much hurt at the 
lofles of the Englifli ; for he laid, fuch as he was 
the king of England and his power had made him, 
as he never fhould have been any thing of him- 
felf : that he owed all to the Epglifh king, who 
had made war in his behalf, had lent him large 
iiims of money, and had given to him his daugh- 
ter in marriage, he would therefore have been 
happy to have added Brittany as an ally of Eng- 
land ; but all the barons, knights, and fquires of 
that country were too much attached to the French, 
particularly the lords de Cliflbn, de Laval, and the 
vifcoqnt de Rohan, who at that time were the 
greateft lords in Brittany, They addreffed the 
xluke in thefe words : c Dear lord, as foon as we 
(hall clearly perceive that you take any part with 



• Civray,— a town in Peitou, on the Charcnte, ten leagues 
v from Poitiers. 

the 
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the king of England againft the king of France, 
our fovereign lord, we will all quit you and the 
country of Brittany/ i • * 

The duke could but ill difguife his anger : how- 
ever, he only faid, c thfey did great wrong to the 
king of England/ He no# beg&n to open him- 
felf more,, and todifcover his fentiments to others 
of the lords of Brittany, 

The king of France, who had gaifted ©yet to 
him all the principal perfbns in that country ex- 
cept fir Robert Knolles, had befonght then* to 
inform him whenever they found the duke afting 
contrary to their wifhes, alluring them he Would 
provide a remedy. 

The duke faw that he was not only fufpe&ed, 
but narrowly watched; which alarmed him left 
they fhould feize his perfoh, and fend him to 
Paris. He therefore fignified to the king of Eng- 
land his fituation, add entreated him to fend men 
at arms to aflift him if there fliould be any deca- 
fion. The king ordered thither four hundred meii 
at arms and as many archers, under the command 
of lord Neville, who a,i*ived at St. Mathieu Pih 
de Terre*, where they remained all the Winter, 
without doing any damage to the country, paying 
for every thing they had ; for the duke, Ott ac- 
count of the fiifpicions of his nobles, did not 
chufe to put them into any of his caftlcs. Whci 



* St. Mathieu Fin de Terre, or St. Mahe, is a village in 
Brittany, diocefe of St Pol de Leon. Froiffart calls it St. 
Mathieu de Fine Pdterne. 

the 
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the knights of Brittany faw the Englifli thus come 
to the affiftance of the duke, they were very in- 
dignant, and fhut up their own caftles, Jhewing 
much ill will againft the duke. Things remained 
in this doubtful manner all the winter. 

As foon as the feafon permitted, fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin marched from Poitiers with full four- 
teen hundred combatants, and laid fiege to the 
town and caftle of Civray. There were with him, 
of Breton knights, fir Alain de Beaumanoir, John 
de Beaumanoir, Arnoul Limoufin, Geoffry Ricon, 
Yvon de Laconet, GeofFryde Kerimel, with many 
other knights and fquires. They fixed their quar- 
ters before Civray, and furrounded them with pa- 
lifadoes to prevent being furprifed in the night, 
Frequently the moft expert of them advanced to 
mak* trials of ikill with thofe of the cafile, who 
defended themfelves valiantly. 

During the fiege, fir Robert Micon, and Ni- 
cotin l'Efcot*, the governors of Civray, fen c in- 
telligence of their fituation to fir John Devereux 
and the earl of Angus, who were in garrifon at 
Niort. They inftantly ordered the garrifons from 
Lufignan and Gouzar to march to Niort, when 
they amonnted all together to fix or feven hun- 
dred good men at arms, well equipped, without 
counting the pillagers. They advanced until they 
came near to Civray, which is but four league) 
from Niort ; when they halted fome time to ar- 



* Sir Robert Micon and Nkotin i'Eftot, My MSS. have 
fir Robert Miton and fir Martin Scott 
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fengp themfclves, but it had been better for them 
had they proceeded to the quarters of the con- 
ftable ♦. 

News was brought to him of the arrival of the 
Englifh, whilft they were forming themfclves in 
the plain. He was not any way alarmed at it, 
but ordered his men to arm without making any 
delay, and to march out in a body. When he 
faw them all affembled, he faid to them ; c My 
good gentlemen, what hearts have you for a 
battle ? I fancy we muft engage our enemies/ 
They replied ; . c My lord, we are very willing to 
do fo, thanks to God/ 

The conftable then ordered an ambufcade to be 
formed, of two hundred combatants, near to the 
caftle : for he judged the garrifon would of courfe 
make a felly. He then commanded the greater 
part of the palifadoes to be levelled to the ground, 
that there might not be any hindrance when he 
fhoiild march out, and drew up his forces in two 
battalions. Sir Alain de Beaumont commanded 
c>ne and fir Gcoffry de Marneil f the other. It 
was ftri&ly forbidden for any one to advanc b- 
fore his banner until ordered, and he was to re- 
main till then quietly in his rank. 



\ -* 'Fheliiftorian of Brittany fays, they there intoxicated them- 
fetoes. ,-...■' ': 

_ f Marneil. The different editions have a variety of names 
for this perfon. I have followed the oldeft MS. I have, which, 
from its writing, feems to be of the age with Froiffart : But t 
(hojil4 rather fuppofe it ought to be fir Geoffry^de Kerimel, as 
he is particularly mentioned before. .;,. . „ 

7 We 
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Wt will now return to fir Robert Miton and fif 
Martin Scott, who, from the heights of the cattle** 
law the Englifh in the plain drawn Up in battle- 
array. 3?hey faid, l Let us make ready to quit 
the cattle, for we can eafily pafs through thefe 
Bretons; and when our friends fhall fee we are 
engaged, they will come to our help* and we may- 
do rtiiieh mifchief before they will be prepared to 
defcrid themfelves or fufpeft our intent/ 

About fixty combants that were to make this 
fally armed themfclves; who, when ready, fallied 
forth on horfeback to fkirmifh with the enemy; 
but they were attacked by the ambiifcade which 
had been laid for them. Hard indeed was the fight, 
but the Englifh were fo furrounded that they could 
neither advance nor retreat.: they were all (lain of 
made prifoners* not one efcaping: the two go- 
vernors were alfo taken. 

• The Englifh remained in "tattle-array in the 
plain, and the conftable of France in his quarters * 
for he imagined the Englifh had placed a large 
ambufcade in a coppice on his rear. The Englifh 
had brought with them a rout of pillaging Poite- , 
vins and Bretons, amounting to about two hun- 
dred, whom they fent forward to fkirmifh with, 
the French. \ 

As foon as thefe pillagers came oppofite to the 
battalion of the lord conftable, they declared 
themfelves loyal Frenchmen, and, if he pleafed, 
would ferve under him. The conftable immedi- 
ately aflented, commanding them to wheel on one 
fide, when he learnt from thenj the arrangement 

P 2 of 
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of the Englifti force, and that there was not «ny 
embufcade. On hdarihg this, the cOnftable was 
more feafy than before; and having ordered his 
men to form, he advanced jvith hi^ banner, 
marching on the wing of the two battalions. 
They had difmounted, and pufhed towards thd , 
palifadoes which they had allowed to remain ftaftd- 
ing f every one (homing, c N6tre DameQuefclin!* 
The Englifli on feeing them iffue out of their 
fort, drew up alfo on foot, and advanced with 
great alacrity. Their firft onfet was againft the 
batalion of the conftable, which was fierce and 
defperate. The Englifti drove quite through this 
battalion, and overthrew many. But the Bretons 
had wifely drawn up their army : there werfc two 
battalions on the wing* who, being quite frefti* 
followed the conftable, and, falling upon theEng-* 
lifh who were tired, beat them moft dreadfully* 
They, however, like men of courage, turned 
about, without fhrinkirtg from their ill- fortune, 
and combated moft valiantly with the arms they 
had, fuch as battle-axes and iwords of Bourdeaux, 
with which they dealt many hard blows. Several 
excellent knights of each fide adventured boldly* 
to exalt their renown. This battle was as well 
fought, as many gallant deeds performed, and as 
many captures and refcues took place as had beea 
feen for a long timein all that country ; for both 
armies were on foot, on a plain, without advan- 
tage to either. Each laboured to perform his duty 
well, ahd many were (lain outright or defperately 
wounded. In Jhort, all the Englifti who had 

marched 
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marched thither were Cq completely difcomfite4 
that not one efcaped death or captivity. 

Two good fquires were there fiain, Richard 
Neville and William Worfley, James Willoughby 
jvas very badly Wounded, Sir John JDeyereux, fir 
Aimery de Rochecho'uart, Dayid Holgrave, Rich? 
ard Oliver, John Creffwell, and many others from 
England and Poitou, were made prisoners, 

This battle of Civray happened on the 20th day 
of March, 13^3* 

The conftable and his army returned to their 
quarters, where thifr cleaned and rjcfirelhed them-** 
felves, and attended to the wounded and prt r 
foners, of whom they had great numbers. The 
conftable then fcnt fir Alain de Beaumont tq 
hold a parley with the garrifanj who told jthem, 
that if they fuffered themfelves to be taken by 
a/Tank, they would all be put to the fword with- ' 
out mercy. Upon this, the garrifon furrendered 
to the conftable, who allowed them to leave the 
place and march to Bourdeaux, with a pafipor* 
from him, The French gained this caftte jn4 
territory, which fqbmitted to the obedience of thq 
king of France, 

The Bretons advanced eagerly towards* Niort^ 
which is a handfome town in Poitou, and 
had always fupported the intereft of the Eng- 
lift, who had kept there a very large gar- 
rifon. As foon as the inhabitants of ^ft?** hw4 
the conftable was marching thithfr, they wcot 
out to meet him, and, prefenting him the keys 
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of the town, condu&&! him and all his men into 
it with great rejoicings *. 

The Bretons remained there four days to re- 
cover themfelves; when they departed in great 
array, with • a£>out fourteen hundred lances, for 
Lufignan f* which furrendered upon condition the 
garrifon fhould march out unhurt, carrying away 
all they were able, and with a paffport for the 
conftable to conduft them to Bourdeaux. The 
French gained this caftle, which was very grand 
and handfome, and all the lordfhip dependant on 
it, whofe vaffals became lieg* men to the king of 
France. 
't h After this, the Bretons marched to Chatel 

TArcher, when the conftable fent immediately to 
the lady de Plainmartin, who was the wife of fir 
Guifcard d'Angle, and rcfided in it. She entreat- % 
• ed he would grant her an efcort, that fhe might 
lpeak with the duke of Berry at Poitiers. The 
conftable complied with her requeft, and ordered 
one of his knights to conduft her. When ihe 
came before the duke fhe proftrated herfelf to the 
ground. The duke caufed her to rife, and de- 
manded what lhe wilhcd to fay : c My lord,' replied 



i 
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• Niort is (kid to have been gained by a ftratagem. After 

' the defeat at Civray the conftable ordered his knights to drefs 

. fhemfelves in the emblazoned furcoats of his prifoners, which 

caufed the garrifon at Niort to open their gates, believing them 

the Englifh knights returning victorious from Civray. — tiift. A 

firetagru. 

f I^ufignan,— a town in Ppitou, twelve leagues fr#m Niort 

fhe, 
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'flic, c I am fummoned by the conftable to put 
myfelf and my lands under the obedience of the 
king of France. You know well, my lord, that 
my hufband is now lying a prifoner in Spain : his 
lands, therefore, are under my dire&ion. I am 
but a weak woman, and cannot difpbfe of my 
hjufband's property as I pleafej for, if by Occi- 
dent I fhould do any thing contrary to what he 
would have wifhed, he will be angered and blame 
me for it. However, to fatisfy you, and to keep 
my lands in peace, I offer you a compofition for 
me and mine, on thefe terms : that no war fhall be v 
made on us, nor will we engage in any offenfive or 
defenfive war. , When my lord (hall have gained 
his liberty and be returned to England, whither I 
fuppofe he will retire, I will inform him of the 
terms of this compofition, and whatever anfwer 
be lh?ill fend to me, the fame I will forward tQ 
you.' 

c Lady/ anfwered the duke, c I grant it on 
qonditjion that ^either for yourfclf, nor caftles* nor 
fortreffes, you lay in a greater ftore of prpvifioa, 
artillery* or men at arms than ar$ now within 
them.' 

The lady returned to Ghatel PArcher, when the 
fiege was raifed i for ihe fhewed the agreement; 
made with the duke of Berry. 

This army of Bretons, of which the conftable 
was the leader, departed, and came before Mor- 
temer. The lady de Mortemer furrendered her- 
Jelf and lands t;o the obedience of the king of 

P 4 France, 
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France. She gave up alfo the caftlc of Didonnc *, 
which belonged to her. Thus was all Poitou, 
Saintonge and la Rochelfc freed and delivered from 
the Englifh, 

When the conftable had placed fufficient garri- 
fons every where, and found nothing rebellious, 
as far as the river Gironde, he returned to Paris. 
The dukes of Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon, 
with the greater part of the barons of France who 
had been concerned in thefe conquefts, had already 
arrived there. The king had entertained them 
mod handfomely on their return ; but this was 
nothing to the honours that were fhewn fir Ber* 
trand du Guefclin when he came to Paris : . the 
king did not think he could fufficiendy teftify hi$ 
regard and efteem for him, and detained him con** 
ftandy about his perfon at Paris and elfewhere. 



* Didonnc,— or St. Georges de Diodonne,— a fmall town 
in Saintonge. 

I believe it was a dependance of the fandich de Trane.~-Sc* 
Afemole. 



CHAP. 



£17 



CHAP. XLV, 

-THE SI5GE OF BECHEREL *.— PEACE BETWEEN 
THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND NAVARRE,— •' 
THE DEATH OF THE KING OF SCOTLAND. 

I 

A BOUT this time, the lords de Cliflbn, de' 
* Laval, d'Avaugour, de Tourncminc, de 
Rieux, de Rochefort, the vifcount de Rohaiv fif 
Charles de Dinan banneret of Brittany, the mar- 
flial de Blainville, the lords de Hambie, de 
Ruille, de Fonteville, de Granville, de Farmille, 
de Denneval, and de Cleres, bannerets of Nor- 
mandy, with many others from Normandy and 
Brittany, laid fiege to the ftrong caftle of Be- 
cherel, and preffed it hard by their aflfaults. There - 
were in this caftle two able captains from England, 
fir John Appleyard and fir John Cornewall, who,- 
with their companions, bravely defended them- 
felves : and at this time there were various gallant 
deeds, fallies, fkirmifhes, and refcues, performed 
before Becherel. 

Not far diftant was the town of St. Sauveur le 
Vicomte 5 in which were, fir Thomas Tjrivet, fir 
Aleyne Boxhull, fir Philip Pechard,, and the three 
brothers Maulevricr 5 fo that, before the fiege of 
Becherel, thefe two garrifons over-ran $dl Lower 
Normandy, and nothing could efcape, but what 



/ 



* $echexcl-~* town in Brimmy, twp leagues from St. Mate. 

was 
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was inclofed in forts, from beHng taken' and car- 
ried to one or other of thefe towns. They ran- 
fomed the bifhopneks of Bayeux and Evreux, in 
which the king of Navarre had connived* and re- 
inforced them with men and provifion from the 
garrifons he held in the county of Evreux. 

He was not in good humour with the king of 
France; infomufch that the garrifons of Cher- 
bourg, Cocherel Conches, Breteuil, Evreux, and 
feveral others dependent on the king of Navarre, 
had much impoverifhed and ruined the country 
of Normandy. However, about this period, the 
differences were accommodated between the two 
kings, and treaties entered into, through the me-* 
diations of the count de Saltzbourg, who had made 
many vifits to each party, and the bUhop. of 
Evreux. - The two kings met in an amicable man- 
ner in the caftle of Vernon, when they fwore, in 
the prefence of feveral of the great lords of 
France, peace, love, ^mity and alliance henqeforn 
ward for ever. 

. The king of Navarre accompanied the king of 
France to Paris, who fhewed him and his com* 
panions all manner of refpeft. The king of Na- 
varre put his territories in Normandy under the 
government of his brother-in-law the king of 
France, and left his two fons, Charles and Peter, 
with the king their uncle. He then affectionately 
took his leave, and returned to Navarre. 

This peace continued for four years ; but then 
great diffentions arofe between them, as you will 
hear in the courfe of this hiftorjr, if I Ihould live 

to 
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to finifh k: I do not think, however, that it will 
be concluded in this book. 

The 7th day of May 1 373, king David of Scot- 
land departed this life in the city of Edinburgh, 
and was buried in the abbey of Dunfermline, befide 
Robert the Bruce his father. He left behind him 
peither male nor female offspring, and was fuc- 
cecded by his own nephew, Robert the Stewart q£ 
Scotland, who was a fine knight, and had eleven 
fons *• 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

THE EARL OF SALISBURY, SIR WILLIAM 
NEVILLE, SIR PHILIP COURTENAY, WITH 
MANY OTHER MEN AT ARMS, LAND IN BRIT- 
TANY. THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE MARCHES 

THITHER; ON WHICH THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY GOES TO ENGLAND. 

1 

/^\RDERS were given in England for the carl 
^^ of Salifbury^ fir William Neville and fir 
Philip Courtenay, to put to fea with a large body 
of men at arms, to guard the coaftsj for it was 
reported that the Spaniards and Evan of Wales 

* Lord Hailes, \n Jiis Annals, fays ; * David II. died 22d 
February, 1 370-1, in the cattle of Edinburgh, in the 47th year 
of his age and the 42d of his reign. He was buried in the 
church of the abbey of Holy rood, before the great altar.' 

were 
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were on the feas, with fix thoufand men to invade 
, and burn the country. 

Thefe lords had under their command forty 
large ihips, without counting (loops* and two 
thoufand men at arms, not including archers. 
They fet fail from Cornwall, where they had em* 
harked for the coafts of Brittany, and, arriving 
at St. Malo, burnt in the harbour jeven large 
Spanifh ihips that were lying there. The country 
was much furprifed at this, and faid the duke had 
fcnt them orders to come thither: they began to 
fufpect his intentions more than ever, and ftrength- 
ened all their towns, caftles and cities. 

The duke had placed his confidence in fomc of 
the knights of Brittany, who had betrayed his 
fecret, fo that the king of France ordered his 
conftable to invade Brittany with a large body of 
men at arms, and to take pofleflion for him of all 
cities, towns, caftles and fortreffes, as well as fuch 
perfons whom he fhould find in rebellion, and eon- 
fifcate their property. 

The conftable marched from Paris to Angers, 
and from thence iflued his fummons. He was 
there joined by the duke de Bourbon, the count 
d*Alen$on, the count du Perche, the count de 
Porcien, the dauphin d'Auvergne, the vifcounts 
de Meaux and d'Aufnay, fir Raoul de Coucy, 
Robert de St. Pol, Raoual de Raineval, Louis de 
Sancerre marfhal of France, with numbers of 
barons and knights from the countries of Ver- 
mandois, Artois and Picardy, without counting 
thofe from Anjou, Poitou and Touraine. 

The 



The carl of SalHbury, who was at St. Malo 
with his army, was informed of this afiembly of 
men at arms, and alfo that the whole of Brittany 
was in opposition to the duke. He fet fail with 
his fleet, and bore away until he came to Breft, 
which has one of the ftrongeft caftles in the world. 

When the duke of Brittany heard of the march 
of the conftable, he was afraid of trufting him- 
felf to the inhabitants of Vannes or Dinan, or in- 
deed to any of his principal towns : he thought if 
he Ihoukt lhut himielf up in any one of them, he 
would run great riiks, He went, therefore, to 
the cattle of Auray, which is fituated between 
Vannes and Rennes, and was attached to him ; 
for he had given the command of it to an Englifti 
knight, called fir John Auftin. The duke left his 
lady under the care of this knight, entreating him 
to guard her well, which he promifed to do. 
After this, he rode to St. Mahe ; but they lhut the 
gates againft him: from thence he went to Con- 
carneau *, where he embarked for England. 

The conftable of France entered Brittany, at- 
tended by thofe barons and knights of the country 
who had been at the fiege of Becherel, they having 
left the continuance of it to the knights and lords 
of Normandy. 

On the arrival of the conftable before Rennes, 
the inhabitants knew that his vific was to take pof- 
feflion of the whole country j for the king and his 



• Concarneau,- 
frgai Quimper. 
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council had publifhed a declaration that the db1c6 
had forfeited it, becaufe he had furrendered to the 
Englifh different towns, caftles and forts, and had 
even wifhed to take part with the king of England 
againft die crown of France, from which he held 
his duchy by faith and homage. They were un- 
willing to incur the horrors of war, and received 
-the conftablc in a peaceful manner, acknowledging 
the king of France for their lord. * 

After the conftable had gained poffeflion of 
Rennes, he haftened to Dinan, which furrendered 
to the obedience of the king of France. He next 
advanced to Vannes, which did the fame. Luzu- 
mont *, however, held out for the duke ; it was 
roughly aflaulted and taken by ftorm, fo that all 
within were put to death. The conftable marched 
to Jugon, which accepted the terms of the king 
of France>! as did the caftle of Goy la Foret; h 
Roche -derricn, the towns of Guincamp, St. Mahe, 
and St. Malo, In like manner, did Quimperco- 
rentin, Quimperle, Credo, Galande, as well as 
ieveral other fortrefles in the neighbourhood, 
turn to the French. The conftable marched firft 
through Lower Brittany, becaufe it was more at- 
tached to duke John de Montfort than the upper 
parts. 

When the duke of Brittany embarked for Eng- 
land, he nominated fir Robert Knolles, governor 
of the duchy, but very few lords obeyed him. He, 



• Probably Sucinio,— a caftle near Vannes, which was taken 
by affault, and the garrifon flain. Hi/f. de Brctagne. 

j . however, 
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however, fufficiently reinforced : his caftle of Der- 
val with men, and, having provided it with every 
neceflary, gave the command of it to his coufin 
Hugh Brock. Sir Robert Ihut himfelf up in 
Breft. 

The conftable came before Hennebon: the 
governor vras an Englifh fquire, called Thomelin 
Ubich *, nominated by the duke* There was aifo 
with him in the caftle a knight named fir Thomas 
Prior, who had been fent thither by fir Robert 
Knolles ; and their garrifon might confift of about 
, fourfcore men, without counting the inhabitants 
of the town. 

The French, on their arrival, . began to make a 
violent attack on the caftle: they always carried 
with them many large engines and cannons, by- 
means of which they had taken feveral towns ; 
caftles and forts in Brittany : in particular, . they 
had ftormed the town of Quimperle, of which 
James Rofs, a valiant fquire of England, was 
governor. He could obtain no qyarter, for he . 
fell into the hands of fir Oliver de Clifibn, who 
flew him and feveral others with his own hand : he 
had no mercy rior pity on any Englifh man. 
. r Let us return to the fiege of Hennebon... .The 
conftable of France, after he had pointed ( hi$ 
engines and cannon againft the walls t q£ tjie towij 
and caftle, which the lord Charles -de. Blois could 
never conquer, ordered all the men at arms- to 
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• Thomelin Ubich. Q^ Wich, or Holbeck. Barric* calls 
him Thomas Wich. - : r *j 

make 
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make a brifk aflatilt, for he had refolved to (up in 
the place that evening. 

They made a moft fierce attack, without (paring 
themfelves; and the inhabitants, afiifted by the 
Englifh, made as gallant a defence. Upon this, 
the conftable called out to them, faying ; ( Attend 
to me, you men of Hennebon : it is quite certain 
We muft conquer you, and that we will fup in 
your town this evening : if, therefore, any of yori - 
be bold enough to throw a ftone, arrow, or by any 
means hurt the fmalkft of our boys fo that he be 
wounded, I vow to God I will have you all put td 
death.' 

Thefe words fo much frightened the inhabitants, 
that they retired to their houfes, leaving the 
Englifh to defend the place as well as they could : 
but the town was too large for them to guard 
every part of it, fo that the army of the conftable 
entered, and put all the Englifh to death except ' 
the two captains, whom they made prifoners. 
Becaufe the townfmen had obeyed the orders of 
the conftable, he commanded that no one, when 
they ftormed the place, fhould dare arty way to 
injure them. 

* When fir Bertrand du Guefclin had dius won the 
town and ftrong caftle of Hennebon in Brittany, 
he tetoained there for fifteen days, and theft 
matched towards Concarneau. 

In the mean while, the eari of Salisbury, fir 
William Neville, fir Brian Stapleton, and fir 
William Lucy, having reinforced and re-vi&ualled 
the fort of Breft with men at arms-, archers and 

jj>rovifions, 



S25 
provifions, had embarked on board their Ihips in 
order the better to defend it againft the French, 
whom the Englifh knew to be in Brittany, but 
were uncertain to what quarter the conftabie would 
lead them. 

The conftabie on coming before Concameau, 
which is a fea-port, took it by ftorm, and flew all 
the Englifh, except their captain, fir John Lang- 
ley, who received quarter. The French repaired 
the town, and ftrengthened it with men at arms 
and all forts of provifion. They then advanced 
to Breft, in which were fir William Neville and fir 
Robert Knolles, with two hundred men at arms 
and as many archers. 

The lords of France and of Brittany laid fiege 
to Breft : they had with them about fix thoufand 
combatants. Shortly after they had commenced 
this fiege, the duke of Anjou fent for fir Oliver 
de Clifibn, who had under his command feme of 
his men, to come and lay fiege to la Roche fur 
Yon, which the Englifh (till held. Sir Oliver 
furrounded the place, and pointed againft it large 
engines, which he had brought from Angers and 
Poitiers. 

In company with thefe Bretons came feveral 
nobles and gentlemen of Poitou and Anjou : they 
kept up a (harp attack, and prefted hard the gar- 
rifon of la Roche fur Yon, faying they would 
never leave the place before they had conquered 
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French, they would furrender themfelres and the 
caftlc to the duke of Anjou or to the conftablc : 
but if a body of men at arms fhould arrive, and 
offer battle to the French, the garrifon (hould re- 
main in peace. 

This treaty was concluded, and informj£on fent 
to the duke of Anjou, who was on the borders: he 
approved of it, on condition that the garrifon of 
Derval (hould not during the truce receive any one 
into the caftlc. 

Sir Hugh Brock fent feveral knights and (quires 
as his hoftages for the due execution of the treaty. 

After this capitulation, the conftable of France 
made an excurfion to the city of Nantes. The 
citizens lhut their gates, becaufe he had with him 
a large army, and went forth to know his inten- 
tions. The conftable told them he had been no- 
minated and fent by the king of France, their lord, 
to take feifin and poffeffion of the duchy of Brit- 
tany, which fir John de Montfort, who called 
himfelf duke, had forfeited. 

The citizens requeftcd time to hold a council, to 
deliberate on what he had faid before they gave an 
anfwer. After a long time debating the bufincfe, 
they returned and faid to the conftable j c Dear 
lord, it feems quite marvellous to us how the king 
of France can thus feize the inheritance of our lord 
the duke -, for the king, not long fince, commanded 
us to receive him as our duke. We have there- 
fore fworn fealty and homage to him ; and he has 
in return promifed and fworn to govern us as fub- 
jefts, which he has hitherto punctually done. We 

have 
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have never had any grounds for fufpecting him of 
fraud or guile. If you enter this town by virtue 
of the procuration you fay you have, we will allow 
you lb to do i but on condition, that if it mould 
happen that the duke of Brittany return to this 
country, and be delirous of becoming a good 
Frenchman, fo that all prelates, barons, gentlemen 
and good towns in Brittany, fhall acknowledge 
him for their lo:.f, we fhall be acquitted without 
lofs for what we now do, or may have before done ; 
and that you will notconfent to any violence being 
offered to us, nor will you receive the rents or 
revenues of Brittany, but they (hall remain as a 
depofit with us until we have other information, o r 
hear news more agreeable to us than what you have 
brought,' 

The conftable fwore to keep every thing as 
procurator for the king of France in this cafe. He 
and all thofe who were with him then entered the 
city of Nantes, which is the principal town in 
Brittany. 

When fir Robert Knolles heard that his coufin, 
fir Hugh Brock, had concluded a capitulation for 
the caftle of Derval with the French, and found 
that unlefs he alio entered into a negotiation he, 
could not by any means leave his poll to fuccour it, 
fir Robert made offers of treating with the French 
and Bretons, who had remained before Bred : they 
replied, that they could do nothing without the 
conftable. An Englifh knight and two fquires, 
having had paffports, came to a manfion near 
Nantes, where the conftable refided, on the banks 
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of the Loire, with 6th*r knights from France and 
Brittany. 

A treaty was entered into, on thcfe terms ; that 
the garrifon of Breft fhould have a truce for forty 
days, during which time, unlefs there fhould ar-r 
rive a fufficie|it force to fight with the conftable, 
the fort was to be furrendered. The garrifon was 
to .remain on the fame footing it then was, without 
receiving any reinforcements of men or pro- 
vifion, ♦ 

The negotiators returned to fir Robert Knolles, 
who fent, as pledges to the conftable, able and 
fufficient knights and fquires. Thefc hoftages, on 
their arrival, were ordered to the prifon qf the 
conftable -, and all thole who had been at the fiege 
of Breft departed. The conftable gave alfo leave 
for feveral others to go away, whom the king of 
France fent to garrifon his cities, caftles, towns, 
and forts in Picardy, for the duke of Lancaftcr 
had landed at Calais with a large army. 

When the earl of Salifbury (who had all that 
feafon cruifed on the coafts of Brittany and Nor- 
mandy, having for that purpofe been reinforced 
by the king pf England, fo that he might have on 
board with him a thoufand men at arms and two 
thoufand archers,) heard of the capitulation of 
Breft, he faid, that if it pleafed God, he would 
offer combat to the French. He made fail, and 
arrived at Breft, which is fituated on the fea fhore,' 
when he difembarked, and drew up his men in 
order of battle before Breft : at night, they all re-^ 
treated to their veflel$. This he daily performed 
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in order to be ready to fight the enemy fhould they 
advance to that quarter. 

The conftable had difmified the greater part q£ 
his men : he had alio on his hands, the fieges of 
Becherel and of Derval, and did not imagine the 
earl of Salifbury would have arrived on the coaft 
fo foon. He fet out from near Nantes when the 
day approached for the furrender of Breft, but did 
not march quite fo far ; for he had had intelligence 
that the Englifh were in fufficient force to fight 
with him. On hearing this, he halted where he 
was, and remained there quiet for about feven 
days, being defirous of having the advice of a 
full council of war which he had fummoned. 

The earl of Salifbury had polled himfelf very 
advantageoufly before Breft ; and, finding that 
the conftable and Bretons did not advance, he fent 
a herald to fir Rertrand du Guefclin, who, on his 
arrival, refpedtfully faluted him, and faid ; c My 
lord, the carl of Salifbury and the lords of Eng- 
land fignify by me, who an* a herald at arms and 
their fervant, that as you had for a long time 
befieged the town and caftle of Breft, and certaia 
treaties and capitulations had been entered into for 
its furrender unlefs it fhould be fuccoured before a 
certain day, which is not far diftant, they wifh to 
inform you that they have encamped themfelves 
before Breft to fulfil this engagement and to defend 
the caftle : they beg and entreat of you, therefore, 
to advance, when you fhall be fought with without 
fail s and fuppofing you refufc your confent to this> 
that you will fend back the ho ft ages/ 
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The conftablc replied -, € Herald, you bring u$ 
agreeable news, and you are welcome. You wiH 
t$ll your matters, that we arc more defirous to 
combat them than they are to meet us* but that 
they muft march to the place where the treaty was 
firft entered into and agreed upon. You will ir*-t 
form them, that if they will advance to that place, 
they fhall infallibly have a battle.' 

The herald returned to his matters before Breft, 
and delivered his mefTage ; they fent him back to 
the conftable, to whom he faid ; « My lord, I 
come again from my lords and matters, to whom 
I repeated the words you charged me with: they 
fay, that as they are only attached to the fea-fer- 
vice they have not brought any horfes with them, 
and are not accuftomed to march op foot; for 
which reafon they inform you, that if you will fend 
them your horfes, they will come without delay to 
any place you fhall pleafe to appoint, and fight 
with you.' 

c My good friend,* anfwered the conftable, c we 
will not, pleafe God, give fuch advantage to our 
enemies as we fhould do were we to fend them our 
horfes. It would alfo be confidered as an infult ; 
and, fhould we think of fuch a thing, it would be 
right we fhould have good and fufficient fecurity 
to anfwer for our horfes.* 

c In truth,' replied the herald, c they have not 
charged me to add any thing on this head j only, 
that if you do not accept their propofition, they 
fay you have not any caufe to detain their hoftages, 
and that in reaming them you will aft but juftly." 

The 
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Thg conftable faid, he was not of that opinion* 
Thus did the bufinefs remain; and the herald re- 
turned to the earl of Salisbury and the knights be- 
fore Breft, who, when they found they could not 
gain any thing, and that the hoftages were not fent 
back, were exceedingly vexed 3 they, however, re- 
mained fteadily before the place, without moving, 
until the appointed day was palled, and then per- 
ceiving the conftable would not advance to fight 
with them, they entered Breft, which they grtfady 
reinforced and rq-vi&ualled. 

The conftable, finding the Englifh were not 
likely to come to offer him battle, marched off, 
carrying with him the Englifh hoftages as pri- 
soners, and faid, the EngUfh had not kept what 
they had bound themfelves to perform *« 

After 



* My MS. has the following additions : 

< The herald, on receiving his laft meflage, returned to his 
lords before Breft, who held a council on it. 

' Shortly after this, the conftable, the duke of Bourbon, the 
count d'Alencon, the lords de Clifton and de Laval, with the 
Other barons and knights, amounting to four thoufand lances and 
twenty ihoufand other men, marched to within one day's journey 
of Breft, where having ftrongly encamped themfelves, they fent 
to let the Engliih know they were now on the fpot where the 
treaty had been concluded, and if they would march thither 
they would be combated; otherwife they would lofe their 
hoftages. The earl of Salilbury, on learning this, found the 
French were trickifh and had not any real intention of fighting, 
fo that he returned for anfwer by his own herald, who accom- 
panied the French herald, that if the conftable would advance 
two-thirds of the way, they would on foot perform the other 

third; 
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After the relief of Rreft, the earl of Salifbury 
put to fea to guard the coafts according to the or- 
ders he had received. Sir Robert Knolles fct out 
alio from Breft, and arrived at his caftle of Derval. 
As foon as this was known, information of it was 
fcnt to the duke of Anjou, who was with the con* 
ftable near Nantes. They guefled what ^rould be 
the confequence of this ; for fir Robert broke all 
the treaties which his coufin had entered into, and 
fcnt to tell the duke of Anjou and the conftatiie, 
that he fhould not keep one article of them, as hh 
people had not the power to enter into any treaty 
without his knowledge and confent. The duke, 
on hearing this, came in perfon to th<j fiege of 
Derval. 



third ; or, if the French would not do this, the Englifli would 
advance half of the way on foot, if the French would there meet 
them on foot: or, if the French would not accept either of thefe 
propofitions, they were bound in juftice to return the hofiages, 
for the Englifh had cheerfully and honourably performed thru 
engagement.' 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER LANDS AT CALAIS, 
AND INVADES PICARDY.-r— A PART OF HIS 
ARMY DEFEATED BY THE LORD PE BOURSIERS* 

BEFORE RIBEMONT j\ ANOTHER PART OF HIS 

ARMY IS DEFEATED NEAR SOISSONS BY AN 
AMBUSCADE OF BURGVNDIANS AND FRENCH. ' 

T TPWARDS of three thoufand men at arms and 
- ten thoufand Epglifh archers had landed at 
Calais. Three years before, thise xpedition had 
been planned and provided for : of courfe, it was 
'Veil furnilhed with all things. The following 
knights pafled over with the dukes of Lancafter 
and Brittany: the earls of Warwick, Stafford and 
Suffolk, Edward lord Delpencer, firft baron of 
the realm, and at that time conftable of the army, 
the lords Willoughby, de la Pole, Baffet, Roos, 
Latimer, lord Henry Percy, lord Lewis Clifford, 
lord William Beauchamp, the canon de Robefart, 
fir Walter Hewett, fir Hugh Calverley, fir 
Stephen Cofiington, fir Richard de Pontchardon, 
and many other knights and fquires from England; 
but 1 cannot name them all. 

The king of France, who knew well that the 
Englifh would crofs the fea, had reinforced his ci- 



* Denys Sauvage calls him the lord de Soubife, but gives no 
reafon for it. My MSS. have Bourfiers. 

f Ribemont is a town in Picardy, four leagues from St* 
Quentin. 
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tics, towns, caftlcs and forts in Picardy, Aitois* 
and alfo in ^Vermandois, and had every where 
poftcd men at arms in fufficient numbers ; fuch as 
Bretons, Burgundians, Picards, Normans, and 
many whom he had fubfidized from the empire. 

The Englifh left Calais as loon as they had 
mounted and arranged their carriages, of which 
they had great numbers. They marched in three 
battalions, and in fuch good order as it was not 
cafy to improve : that of the raarlhals marched 
firft, of which the carls of Warwick and Suffolk, 
were the leaders ; then the duk.es of Lancafter and 
Brittany, who had many gallant knights to accom- 
pany them: the conftable, the lord Defpencer, 
brought up the rear. They marched in ck>l$ 
order, without any one being fufiered to quit hi$ 
rank; and the van was always armed ready for 
combat. They were quartered together at night, 
keeping a ftrong and ftrift guard to prevent a 
furprife. They advanced three leagues a-day, anc| 
no one dared to march before the banners of the 
marfhals unlefs he had been ordered forward as a 
fcout. 

They paffed by Montrieul, of which the lord 

Handebourg * was governor, St. Omer, and af- 
terwards Terouennc, but without attacking them. 
The light troops burnt all the lands of the count 
de St. Pol, and the army advanced very near to 
Arras, when the two dukes took up their quarters, 
in the monaftery of St. Eloy, and remained there 
two days. 

* Handebourg. Q^ 

They 
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They then marched off by the walls of Arras, 
but made no afiault, for they knew it would be loft 
time. They came to Bray fur Somme *, where 
the two marfhals had a Iharp engagement before the 
gates ; for there was a good garrifon within of 
able knights and fquires of Picardy, under the 
command of the vifcount de Meaux and fir Raoul 
de Rayneval. The canon dc Robefart (truck down 
three with his fpear before die gate, and the fkir- 
rnifh was fevere; but the French fo well defended 
the gates, that they loft nothing. The Englilh 
continued [heir march, following the courfe of the 
river Somme, which they thought to crofs between 
Ham, in Vermandois, and St. Quentin. Thus 
did this army advance under the command of the 
duke of Lancafter, according to orders from the 
king his father. 

The lord de Bourfiers was at this time returning 
from Hainault into France, and arrived fo oppor- 
tunely at Ham that the inhabitants moft earneftly 
entreated of him to remain there to affift them in 
defending their town againft the Engiifh. He 
complied with their requeft, ftaying with them 
two days, during the time the Englilh palled by, 
following the courle of the river Somme, to enter 
the Vermandois and to crols the river at the nar- 
rowed part. 

When the lord de Bourfiers heard that the Eng- 
lilh had almoft all paffed, and diat they were ad- 

* Bray fur Somme,— -a village of Picardy, election of Pe- 
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vancing towards St. Qucntin and Ribemont, wher6 
the lord du Chin, whofc daughter he had married, 
poffefled a large eftate* and where he alfo had lands 
in right of his wife, he took leave of the citizens 
of Ham, who thanked him much for his fer- 
vices/ as he knew the caftle of Ribemont was 
quite unprovided with men at arms. He Was at- 
tended by as many companions as he could muftef, 
but they were few in number, and rode on until 
he came to St. Quentin, where he did not arrive 
Without great danger, for the whole country was 
overfpread with Englifh. He got into the town 
juft in time, for the Englifh light troops came to 
the gates as he entered them. 

The lord de Bourfiers found there fir William 
des Bourdes, who was governor of it for the king: 
he was received by him joyfully, and much preflei 
to ftay there, to help him in the defence of the 
town* 

The lord de Bourfiers exculedhimfelf by- faying* 
that he had undertaken to go to Ribemont, to de-» 
fend that town and caftle, which was without any 
garrifon ; and he entreated fir William fo much 
for afliftance that he gave him twelve crofs-bows. 
He had not advanced far before he faw a company 
of Englifh ; but, as he knew the country well, h* 
took a more circuitous road to avoid .- them : th* 
Englifh never quitted .their line of march* 

He was this whole day in milch peril on his road 
towards Ribemont. He met a knight from Bur- 
gundy, called fir John de Bueil, who was going to 
St. Quentins but, after fome con verfation with the 

lord 
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lord dc Bourficrs* he returned with him towards Ri- 
bemont. His force might now confift of about forty 
fpears and thirty crofs-bows. 

As they were approaching Ribemont, having 
lent forward one of their fcouts to inform tfee in- 
habitant that they were coming to their aid, they 
perceived a body of Englifb advancing, who ap-* 
peared to confift of at lcaft fourfcore men on horfe- 
back. The French faid, c Here are our enemies 
returning from pillage : let us meet them/ Upon 
which they ftuck fjpurs into their horfes, and gal- 
loped off as faft as they could, crying out, c Ndtre 
Dame Ribemont:* they fell upon the Englilh, 
whom they defeated and flew, Happy were they 
who could efcape. » 

- When the French had thus conquered thefe 
Englifh, they came to Ribemont, were they 
found the lord du Chin, who d little before, had 
entered the town with forty fpeari and twenty crofs- 
bows. Whilft thefe three noble kriights were on 
the fquare of the town before the caftle, and many 
of their men had gone to their quarters to difarm 
themfelves, they heard the fentinel on * the caftle- 
wall cry out, * Here are men at arms advancing to 
the town/ On Which they went nearer the caftle, 
and afked how many he thought there might be : 
he anfwered, c About fourfcore/ Upon which, 
the lord de Bouf fiers faid ; f It behoves us to go 
and fight with them, for otherwife we lhall hiaVe 
much blame in having fuffered them thus to come 
up to our very walls unnoticed/ 

The 
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The lord du Chin replied ; c Fair fon, yoti faf 
well : order out our horfes, and difplay my ban- 
ner/ Sir John de Bueil rejoined; * Gentlemen, 
you fhall not go without my company : but I 
would advife you to ad more deliberately in this 
bufinefs ; for peradventure they may be men at 
arms lightly mounted, whom the tnarfhals or con* 
liable may have lent hither to draw us out of our 
fortre&i and our fally may turn out to our lofs/ 

The lord de Bourfiers (aid ; c If you will adopt 
my plan, we will gp and fight them, and that as 
ipeedily as may be * for whatever may happen, I 
am determined to do fo.* On laying this, he 
fixed on his helmet and tightened his armour, and 
then fallied forth with about one hundred and 
twenty combatants. The Knglilh were about 
fourfcore, part of the troop of fir Hugh Cat* 
vcrley, though fir Hugh himfelf had remained 
with the duke of Lancafter : there were as many 
as fix knights and other iquiies, who had advanced 
to revenge the deaths of their companions. 

On the French coming out at the gate, they met 
the Engliih, who lowering their fpears, vigoroufly 
attacked them: they opened their ranks, when 
the Engliih galloped quite through : this caufed 
fo gteat a duft that they could fcarcely diftin- 
guilh each other. The French loon formed 
again, and Jhouted their cry of c Notre Dame Ri- 
bemont!* Many a man was unhorfed on both fides. 
The lord du Chin fought with a leaden mace, 
with which he fma£hed every helmet that came 

within 
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Within reach Df it; for he was a ftrorig and lufty 
knight, welt made in all his limbs : but he him- 
felf received fueh a blow on his cafque that he 
reeled, and would have fallen to the ground had 
he not been fupported by his fquire. He fuffered 
from this blow as long as he lived. 

Several knights and fquires of the Englilh were 
greatly furprife'd that the arms on the lord du 
Chin's banners were prccifely the fame as thofe of 
the lord dc Coucy, and faid* ' How is this ? has 
the lord dc Coucy fent any of his men hither ? he 
ought to be one of our friends.' The battle was 
very mortal i for in the end almoft all the Englilh 
were killed or made prifoners, few efcaping. The 
lord de Bourfiers took two brothers of the name 
of Pembroke ; one a knight, the other a fquire. 
Sir John de Beuil took two others, with whom 
they retreated into Ribemont. 

The Englilh army marched by, but made no 
afiault ; for they thought it would be lofing time. 
Orders were given to do no damage, by burning 
or otherwife, to the lands of the lord de Coucy, 
who was at the time in Lombardy, and interfered 
not with the wars in France. 

The Englilh fixed their quarters in the valleys 
below Laon and lower down than Bruyercs* and 
Crecyf, whence they did much mifchief to the 
Laonnois. But before this, the king of France 



• Bruyeres, — a town in Picardy, diocefe of Laon, 

t Crccy fur Scire,— n town in Picardy, three leagues from 
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had. ordered crcry thing valuable to be carried 
into the towns and ftrong places, which were lb 
well garrifoned that the Engliih could not gain 
any thing by attacking them, nor indeed had they 
any thoughts of fo doing, but were only anxious 
that the French would meet them in battle in tht 
plain. The king, however, had forbidden this 
yery ftiidUy in his daily orders. He had then* 
followed by the reft of his cavalry fo clofe on their 
rear, as to intimidate them from quitting the mail* 
army. The French took up their quarters every 
evening in fortified towns, and in the day-timf 
purfued the Engliih, who kept themfelves in a 
compact body. 

It happened that one morning a party of Eng- 
lifh to the number of fix fcore lances, who wert 
over-running the country beyond Soifibns, fell into 
an ambufcade of Burgundians and French. It was 
commanded . by fir John de Vienne, fir John de 
Bueil, fir William des Bourdes, fir Hugh de For- 
cien, fir John de Coucy, the vifcount de Meaim* 
the lords de Rayneval and de la Boue, with ft* 
veral more knights and fquires, amounting in the 
whole to full three hundred lances. They had 
followed the Engliih, and this night they had 
encamped in the fields of the SoiiTonnois, where 
they had placed an ambufcade in a fmall coppice. 
The Engliih came in the morning to plunder a 
village behind, which their army was quartered. 
When they had paired the ambulh, the French 
fallied forth with banners and pennons difplayed. 
The Engliih, feeing fuch a large body fo near 

them, 



mem, halted, and would have lent t6 their army, 
which was a good league off : but fir Walter Huet, 
a great Englilh captain, and near the fpot where 
this furprife happened, mounting his horfe in great 
hafte, his lance in its reft, but without helmet or 
vizor, and only his coat of mail on, galloped for- 
ward without further thought or confideration : 
his men followed him as well as they could. In 
the confufion, he had his neck quite pierced 
through with a fpear, and fell dead on the field. 

The Englifti fought very valiantly, but at laft 
were almoft all taken or (lain. The French made 
prifoners of the following knights : fir Matthew 
Redmayne, fir Thomas Fowkes, fir Hugh Bru- 
denel, fir Thomas Spencer, fir Thomas Emerton, 
fir Nicholas Gafcoign, fir John Chandler, fir Phi- 
lip Cambray, fir John Harpedon, fir Matthew 
Gournay, fir Robert Twyford, fir Geoffry Say, fir 
John Bourchier, fir Geoffry Worfiey, fir Lionel 
Daultry; and, of efquires, William Daultry, John 
Gaillard, Thomas Bradley, Henry Montford, Guy 
Hewett, John Meynil, William Goftwick, John 
Flamftead, Thomas Sollerant, William Quentin, 
Robert Boteler, Robert Audley, Ralph Stanley, 
and Thomas Archer*. 

News was carried to the main body, that their 
men were engaged: upon which, the marfhals, 
with the whole army, haftened thither : though 
they could not make fuch fpeed but that the bufi- 






* I have copied there names from Barnes. 
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nefs was finiflied, find the Burgufidians and French 
had left the field. 

The Englilh knew not where to fcek the 
French. 

Thus pafled this &&ion, according to 'the in* 
formation I have received, near to Soucy in the 
SoilTonnois, the aoth September, 1363. 

After thefe two encounters at Ribemont and 
Soucy, nothing further befel the duke of Lan- 
carter and his army that is worth mentioning. 
They marched through various narrow pafics and 
defiles, butlcept in clofe and good order. The coun- 
cil of the king of France therefore faid to him ; 
c Let them go : by their fmoke alone they cannot 
deprive you of your kingdom : they will be tired 
foon, and their force will diflblve away,. for as 
ftorms and tempefts appear fome times in tremen- 
dous forms over a whole country, yet they diffi* 
pate of themfelves, and no effential harm happens* 
thus will it , befal thefe Englifh.' 



» 
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THE HOSTAGES SENT FROM DERVAL ARE BE- 
HEADED. SIR ROBERT KNOLLES RETALIATES 

ON THOSE PRISONERS WHOM HE HAD TAKEN. 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER FINISHES. HIS 

;?{PEDITION ( 



CIR. Robert Knolles, as I have before related, 
Vf was returned to his caltle of Derval, which he 
eonfidered as his own inheritance, and had de- 
termined to break the treaty which had been en- 
tered irito by his coufin and the duke of Anjou; on 
which account, the duke himfelf was come to the 
fiege of Derval, attended by numbers from Brit- 
tany, Pojtou and the lower countries. 

The king of France was defirous that his confta- 
ble, who was there, and the lord de CluTon, with 
leveral more, Jhould return to France, to alfifthis 
brother the duke of Burgundy in the purfuit of the 
Eqglilh. He frequently renewed thefe orders to 
the different lords, who were anxious to obey them, 
and alfo to gain poflcfiion of this cattle of Der^ 
val. 

When the day was pafled on which the cattle was 

to have been furrendered, the befiegers wondered 

what the garrifon were thinking on: they imagined 

that fir Robert Knolles had thrown himfelf into it 

R . 



U6 

with reinforcements. The duke and conftable ftat 
to fir Robert, and to fir Hugh Broc who had made 
the treaty. 

The herald, on arriving in the fquare of the 
caftle, laid to the gentlemen prefent : * My lords 
fend me here to enqqire from you the reafoas, 
which they would willingly learn, why you do. not 
ranfom your hoftages by furrendering the caftle 
according to the terms of tfye treaty tq which you, 
fir Hugh, haye fworn. 

Sir Robert Knolles then addrcfted the herald, 
faying; c Herald, you will tell your matters, that 
my coufin had no authority to enter into any capi- 
tulation or treaty without my confent firft had ; and 
you will now return with this anfwer from me.' 

The herald went back to his lords, and relate^ 
to them the meflfage fir Robert Knolles h^d charged 
him with : they fent him again to tell the garrifon, 
(hat from the tenor of the treaty, they ought not to 
have received any one into the fort, and that they 
had received Sir Robert Knolles, which they fhould 
pot have done $ and likewife to inform them for a 
truth, that if the caftle was i^ot furrendered, the 
hoftages would be beheaded. 

Sir Robert replied j c By God, herald, I will not 
lofe my caftle for fear of the menaces of your lords $ 
^nd if it lhould happen that the duke of Anjou, 
through arrogance, puts my friends to deaths I 
witi retaliate; ibr I have here in prifon feveral 
knights and fquires of France, and if I were of- 
feted one hundred thoufartd francs I would not 
ihew nmrcyto any one of ttafn/ . , 

* When 
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When the herald had delivered this anfwer, 
the duke -of Anjou fent for the headfman, and 
ordered the hoftages, who were two knights and 
a fquire, to be brought forth, and had them be- 
headed before the caftle, fo that thofe within 
might fee and know them, 

Sir Robert Knolles inftantly ordered a table to- 
be fixed without fide of tlie windows of the caftle, 
and had led there four of his prifoners, three 
knights and a fquire, for whom he might have 
had a great ranfom, but he had them beheaded 
and flung down into the ditch, the heads on one 
fide and the bodies on the other. 

The fiege was raifed after this, and all the men 
at arms returned to France; even the duke of 
Anjou went to Paris to vifit the king his brother; 
the conftable, with the lord de Clifton and others, 
marched to th,e city of Troyes, for the Englifh 
were already in that part of the country:' they 
had crofted the river Marne, and were taking the 
road towards Auxerre. 

At this time, pope Gregory XI. had fent the 
archbifhop of Kouen and the biihop of Carpen- 
tras in legation to France, to endeavour, if pof- 
fible, to make peace between the kings of France 
and England : thefe two prelates had many diffi- 
culties in travelling towards the king of France 
and his brothersj and afterwards to the duke of 
Lancafter : the Englifh, however kept advancing 
through the country of Forets, having palled 
Auvergne, Limoufin, and the rivers Loire, Al- 
lier, Dordonne, and Lot. Neither the Englifh 
R 4 nor 
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nor French were much at their eafc in this expe- 
dition : three knights of Hainault, fir Fatercs de 
Bcrlammont, fir Bridal de Montagin, and le b&gue 
de Warlan, as well as fome on the fide of the 
Engliih, died on their march. 

The dukes of Lancafler and Brittany continued 
their route with the army until they were arrived 
at Bergerac, four leagues from BourdeauXj conii* 
Dually purfued by the French* 

The duke of Anjou and the conftable of France 
were in the upper countries near Rouergue, Ro- 
dais, and Touioufe, and had advanced as fir as 
Perigueux, where they had fixed their quarters. 

The two before-mentioned prelates journeyed 
from each party, preaching to them feveral rea* 
ions why they fhould come to an agreement. But 
^ach held fo obftinateljf to his own opinion that 
they would not make ?ny conccflions, without- 
having confiderable advantages given them. 

The duke of Lancafler came to Bpurdeaux about 
Chriftmas ; and the two dukes remained there the 
whple winter and the following Lent. SeVeral 
knights went / away, on the expedition being; 
finifhed : the lord Baflct and his company returned 
to England, for which king Edward reprimanded 
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THE DUKE OF ANJOU S CAMPAIGN INTO UPPER 
CASCONY*. 

SOON after Eafter, in the year 1374, the duke 
of Anjou, who refided at Perigord, made a 
great mutter of his forces ; at which the con- 
ftable of France and the greater part of the barons 
and knights of Brittany, Poicou, Anjou, Tou- 
raine, were prefent. There were alfo, from Gaf- 
cony, fir John d'Armagnac, the lords d'AIbret 
and de Perigord, the counts de Comminges and 
de Narbonne, the vifcounts de Caraman, de Vil- 
lemure and de Thalar, the count dauphin d'Au- 
vergne : moft of the lords of Auvergne and of 
Limoufin : the vifcount de Minedon, the lords de 
la Barde and de Pincornet, and fir Bertrand de 
Charde. They amounted to fifteen thoufand men 
on foot, and a large body of Genoefe and crofs- 
bows. They began their march towards upper 
Gafcony, and came before St. Silvierf, of which 
an abbot was lord. Notwithstanding it was talked 
of as a ftrong town, the abbot was afraid of lofing 
it by force ; fo that he began to treat with the 
duke of Anjou, telling him that neither himfelf 



• For a more chronological account of this campaign, fee 
the hill, de Latiguedoc, vol. iv. p. $80. 

f StSilvier. Probably St. Sever dcRuilan, in Bigorre. 

nor 



nor his territories wifhed to wage war againft Mm* 
v or in any way incur his indignation, and that the 
ftrength of his town and aU he could bring tp de-r 
fend it were as nothing in companion with the 
towns and caftle$ of upper Qafcony* whither, k 
was fuppofed, he intended to march. He there* 
fore entreated that he might remain in peace, upon 
the terms that he fhould obferve an exaft neutral- 
ity $ and that, whatever thofe lords of Gafcody 
who poflefied mefne fiefs fhould do, he wpvdd <to 
the fame. His rcqueft was granted, on his gi?in$ 
hoftages, who were fent to prifoft in F^rigueu*. 

The whole army, of which thedukeof Anjouwtfji 
commander, marched away towards Montmarfcn*> 
and the town of Lourdef in upp& Qafgony, of 

whteh fir Arnold de Vire was governor. TJte* 
French befieged and furrounded it on %U fides* 

having firft demanded if they were willing p» fur* 
render themfeives to the duke of Anjou, The 
inhabitants of Lourde foon agreed- to it; but the 
knight faid, that the count de Foix had appointed 
him to that pod, and he would not furreftger it 
to any man except to him. 

When the conftable of France heard this, hq 
ordered the army to advance and brifkly afikult it, 
which they did with fo much vigour that the town 
was taken and the governor (lain, as well as feveral 
men and women : - the town was pillaged and ruined, 



* Montmarfen,--* town in Gafconjr. 
f Lourde,— a town in Gafcony,— die capital of the ttUejr 
•f Lavedan, diocde^of Tatbd. 

and 
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and left in that (late : however, on their departure 
they placed therein fome of their men. 

The French entered the lands* of Chatel-bon, 
which they defpoiled; they then paired through 
the territories of Chatel-neuf, which they attacked, 
and continued their march upwards towards Bierne, 
and came to the entrance of the lands of the lord 
de l'Efcut; they advanced until they came to a 
good town and ftrong caftle, called Saulcf, which 
was dependant on the county of Foix. 

The prince of Wales had frequently intended^ 
before his expedition to Spain, to make war on 
the count de Foix for all thefe mefne fiefs, which 
he had in Gafcony, becaufe the count would not 
acknowledge that he held them from him: the af- 
fair had remained in this fituation in confequence 
of the Spanifh expedition. Now, however, the 
duke of Anjou, who was conquering all Aqultaine, 
feemed willing to take poffefiion of it, and had 
thus befieged Sault in Gafcony, which was not a 
trifle nor eafy to gain : the governor of it was fir 
William de Pau. 

When the count heard they were cenquering 
his lands and the mefne fiefs, for which it was but 
juft he fhould pay homage either to the kings of 
France or England, he fent for. the vifcount de 



* Thefe lands are beyond the Pyrenees: therefore, it more 
probably alludes to the town of Mauvoifin and the other lands 
the vifcount held under the king of England. — See Hilt, de 
Languedoc, vol. iv. p. 583. 

f Sault de Navaille,— a fmall town in Gafcony, near 
Orthc*. 
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Chatel-Bon, the lords de Marfcn and de VEfcut> 
and the abbot de St. Silvier. He then demanded 
a paflport from the duke of Anjou, who was oc- 
cupied with the fiege of Sault, that they might 
wait upon him in fafety: the duke granted it. 
They therefore went and held a conference with 
him and his council, when it was agreed that the 
aforefaid lords and their territories fhould remain 
in peace until the middle of Auguft* on condition 
that thofe who Ojould then be the ftrongeft before 
the town of Monfac* on the part of the kings of 
France or of England, and there keep the field, 
ihould have the enjoyment of thefe rights, and to 
that party theft lords of mefne fiefs fliQuld ever 
after belong. The count de Foix and the other 
lords gave hoftages for their due performance of 
this agreement. The duke of Anjou returned to 
Perigueux with his army, but did notcjifmifs aqf 
ope. 



• A town in Perigord, nearBergerac. 
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the earl of pembroke and his companions 

are ransomed. a short truce between 

thelfrench and english.' — becherel sur- 
renders on terms. the death of the 

Earl of Pembroke. 



A BOUT this time there was an exchange made 
of the lands of the conftable of France and 
fir Oliver de Mauny, which the king of Spain 
had given to them for their gallant fervices. The 
conftable exchanged his efiate of Soria in Caftille 
for the earl of Pembroke, who had been made 
prifoner off la Rochelle. Sir Oliver de Mauny 
gave up hU-eftate of Grette for fir Guifcard d'An- 
gle and his nephew William, Otho de Grantfon, 
John de Grinieres and the lord de Tannaybouton. 
Whilft this treaty was going forward, another 
was opened between the dukes of Anjou and of 
Lancafter, through the means of the two before 
mentioned prelates. The duke of Lancafter lent, 
under paflports, to the duke of Anjou at Perigord, 
(where he refided and governed as king or regent 
the lordfhips of England and France,) the canon 
de Robefart, and the lords William Hellunay and 
Thomas Douville. A truce was agreed on, be- 
tween thefe dukes and their allies, until the laft 
day of Auguft: and they engaged themfelves to 
be, in the month of September, in the country of 
Picardy,— 






&4 

JPicardy,— the duke of Anjou at SkOmeir* and th* 
duke of Lancafter at Calais^ 

After this truce, the dukes of Lancafter and oi 
Brittany, the earls of Warwick, Suffolk and Staf- 
ford, the lords de Spencer and Willoughby, the 
canon de Robefart, lord Henry Percy, the lord 
Manne*, with the other lords and knights, let out 
from Bourdeaux the 4th day of July, and returned 
to England. 

Sir John Applcyard and fir John Cornewall held 
their caftle of Becherel for nearly a year agaiaft the 
French, who were dofely befieging it, and had 
much conftrained them ; but not receiving any in- 
telligence of fuccours coming to their afiiftance, 
and their provifions beginning to fail, they held a 
council whether it would not be advifable to oficr 

• 

terms for its furrender. They entered, therefore, 
into a treaty with the lords d'Hambuye, d'Eftoi*- 
ville, de Blainville, de Fraiaville, and the hsuroot 
of Normandy, who were quite tired with the ficge 
having continued fo long. But they would not 
conclude any thing without the knowledge of the 
king of France. He contented, that if the duke 
of Brittany in perfon did not come in fuffirient 
force before Becherel, by All Saints-day next ap- 
proaching, to raife the fiege, die garrifon fhould 
furrender on capitulation. Hoftages were given 
to obfenre thefe terms. 

The earl of Pembroke was ranlbmed for 120,000 
fomes, which the Lombards of Bruges agreed to 



pay 
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pay when he (hould be arrived in good health at 
Bruges. The earl journeyed, under the paflport 
of the conftable, through the kingdom of France: 
but a fever, or fotne other ficknefs, overtook him 
on the road, fo that he was obliged to travel in 2 
litter unto the city of Arras, where his diforderin- 
creafed lb much as to occalion his death. The 
conftable, by this event, loft his ranfom*. 

The earl of Pembroke left by his (econd wife, 
the lady Anne, daughter of fir Walter Manny, a 
fair fon, who at that time was two'years old. 

Sir Guifcard d'Angle obtained his ranfom, as 
you (hall hear. You remember that the lord 
de Roye remained prifonerin England : he had an 
only daughter, a great heireis. The friends of 
the lord de Roye entered into an agreement with 
fir Oliver de Mauny, a Breton knight, and nephew 
to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, that if he could deliver 
the lord de Roye from his prifon by means of an 
exchange, he (hould have the daughter of the 
baron dc Roye for his wife, who was of very high 
birth. 

Upon this, fir Oliver de Mauny fent to the king 
of England, to know which of the knights he 
would wilh to have fet at liberty for the lord 
de Roye. The king was moft inclined for fir Guif- 
card d'Angle. The lord de Roye was therefore 



• The conftable carried on for three years, a fruitleli law- 
fuk wfth the Flemiih merchants for this ranfom, which they re- 
fufed to pay. He at length gave up hii alarm to the king of 
France for 50,000. Francj.— Bijf. diBrcta^nt. 

km 



25$ 

lent home free, and the lord de Manny efpoufed 
his daughter. 

Shortly afterwards, die lord de Roye himfelf 
married the daughter of the lord de Villc and 
de Floron in Hainault. 

The other knights, that is to fay, the lord de 
Tannaybouton, fir Otho de Grantfon, and fir John 
de Grinieres obtained their liberties, and cdm* 
pounded in a handfome manner for their raofom 
with fir Oliver de Mauny. 



chap. in. 

SEVERAL TOWNS IN CAS CONY SURRENDER TO 

THE KING OF FRANCE. 51* HUGH DE CHAS* 

TILLON RETURNS FROM PRISON. THE CASTLB 

OF BECHEREL SURRENDERS TO THE FRENCH. 

llfHEN the middle of Auguft approached, 
which was the appointed time for the meet- 
ing before Monfac, the duke of Anjou arrived 
with a grand array of men at arms. He fixed his 
quarters in die plain before Monfac, where he was 
lodged for fix days without any one coming to meet 
him. The Englifh thought that the truce which 
had been entered into would have » ngM pUrd this 
agreement. But die duke of Anjou and his coun* 
cil did not confider it in this light* Sir Thomas 

Fdton, 
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Felton, icneTchal of Bourdeaux» argued die 
matter for a long time ; but he could not gain any 
thing. 

The duke, therefore* icnt to the count de Foix, 
the vifcount de Chatel Bon, to the lords de Marfen, 
de Chateauneuf, de l'Efcut, and to the abbot de 
St. Silvier, to fummon them to keep their agree- 
ments, or he would put to death their hoftages, 
and enter their lands in fuch a manner as would 
oblige them to throw themfclves on his mercy. 

Thefe lords, therefore, placed themfelves and 
their lands under the obedience of the king of 
France. The inhabitants of Monfac opened their 
gates, and prefented the keys to the duke of Anjou, 
doing to him fealty and homage. The lords who 
attended the duke entered 'the town with him, 
where they remained for eighteen days; during 
which time they held councils as to what part they 
fliould next march. 

Shortly alter the middle of Auguft, when the 
truces which had been entered into between the 
Engiiih and French.in Gafcony were expired, thefe 
lords recommenced the war. The duke of Anjou 
came before la Reole*; and, after three days fiege, 
the inhabitants fubmitted to the king of France. 
From thence he marched to Langonf, which alio 



• La Reole, — a town in Bazadois, eighteen leagues and a half 
from Bourdeaux. 

t Langon,— a town in Bazadois, fix leagues from Bourdeaux. 
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furrcndcrcd ; as did St.Macaire*, Condomf, Ba* 
fillej, la Tour de Prudence, Meuleon$, arid la 
Tour dc Drou. Full forty towns and caftles turned 
to the French in this ekpeditoii t the laft Was 
Auberochef . The duke of Anjou placed in all 
of them men at arms and garrifons : and, When 
he had arranged every thing according to his plea* 
lure, he and the conftable returned to Paris, for 
the king had fent for them* 

He difmifled, therefore, the greater part of his 
army : and the lords de Clifton* de Beaumanoir, 
d* Avaugour, de Ray, de Riom, the vifcounts def 
la Val, de Rohan, and the other barons, returned 
to the ficge of Becherel, to be ready at the rime 
appointed ; for it- was reported that the duke of 
Brittany, fir Robert Knolles and the lord dc 
Spencer would attempt to raife the fiege. 

You have before. heard ho\? fir Hugh de Chft- 
tillon, mailer of the crofs bows, had been made 
prifoner near Abbeville, by fir Nicholas Louvafo, 
and carried into England : he was unable to obtain 
his liberty on account of the large furii aiked for 
his ranfom : however, a Flemilh merchant ftepped 
forward, and exerted himfelf fo effe&ually*hat he 



* St. Macaire,— nine leagues from Bourdeaux. 
f Condom, a city of Gafcony, four leagues from the Ga- 
ronne. 
1 Bafille. Not in Gazetteer. 
$ Mauleon, a town in Armagiiac, diocefe of Aire. 
q Auberoche,— a town in Perigord, near Pen'gueux, 

cunningly 
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timningly got him out of England. It would takt 
too much time to enter into the whole detail of 
this bufinefs : therefore, I fhall pafs it over. 

When he was returned to France, the king gave 
him back his office of matter of the crofs-bows, 
and fent him to Abbeville^ as he had before done, 
to guard that frontier, with two hundred lances 
under his command. All the captains of caftles 
and towns were ordered to obey him i fuch as.fir 
John de BerthouilUers governor of Boulogne, fir 
Henry des Ifles governor of Dieppe; and thofe 
who commanded in the frontier towns of Te- 
ronenne, St,Omer, Liqucs, Fiennes and Mont" 
roye. 

It happened that the lord de Gommegines, 
governor of Ardres, and fir John d'Ubrues, col- 
lected their forces in Ardres, to the amount of 
about eight hundred lances. They marched, one 
morning early, well mountedj towards Boulogne, to 
fee if they mould meet with any adventures. 

That fame morning, fir John de Berthouiliiers, 
governor of Boulogne, had alfo made an excurfion, 
with about fixcy lances, towards Calais, and with 
the fame intent. On his return, he was mec by the 
lord de Gommegines and his party, who imme- 
diately charged the French, and overthrew them, 
fo that their captain faved himfelf with great diffi- 
culty, but left fourteen of his lancemcn. The 
lord dc Gommegines, after the purfuit, returned 
to Ardres. 

The mafter of the crofs-bows this day made a 
S ft roufter 
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giufter o£ his forces: he had with him' a great 
number of men at arms from Artois, Vermandois> 
and from that: neighbourhood : in all, upwards of 
three hundred lances. 

The count de St. Pol, who had lately come to 
Picafdyfiom his eftates in Lorraine, was on his 
toad tp fulfil a pilgrimage to our Lady of Boulogne t 
hfi was informed on his way> that the matter of the 
ctpfa-biows was about to undertake an excurfion, 
which' made! him wifh to be of the party : they 
therfcfore rode together and advanced before 
Andres* where they remained drawn up for fome 
time*, but they knew nothing of the Englifh being 
abroad, nor the Englifh of them. 
- Jfft&L the Erench had continued fome time 
hefrr*-. Ardres, and faw that none attempted tp 
felly from; the* teava, they began their retreat to- 
wards the afebey of Liquet No fooner had they 
marched away than an Engliflunan privately left 
the place, and rode through lanes and crofs-roadi 
{jhv he knew the country well) until he met the 
lord, de Gommegines and his party returning tq 
ArdrtS, who, when he: learnt the expedition of 
(be French, flowly advanced with his men* in a 
compete body. 

Whe«the French had pafled Tournehcm, haying 
alfo had intelligence of the Englifh being abroad 
under the comrbarid of the governor of Ardres, 
they immediately marched, towards them, and 
placed an ambufcade in a coppice, above Liques, 
©f three hundred lances, of which fir. Hugh.de 

* Chatillon 
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ChAtillon was the captain. The young count de 
St. Pol was ordered forward on the look-out, and 
with him went many knights and fquires. 

Not far diftant, by the fide of a large hedge, 
the lord de Gommegines and fir Walter Ukeues* 
had halted, and drawn up their force on foot in a 
very handfome manner. Sir John Harleftone fet 
off" on a gallop, with twenty lances, to entice the 
French into this ambufcade, faying he would al- 
low himfelf to be purfued to the place where they 
were : he therefore entered the plain. 

The young count de St. Pol, who was arrived 
thither with a hundred lances, fpying fir John 
Harleftone's troop, called out to his companions, 
* Forward, forward! here are our enemies.' Upon 
which they ftuck {purs into their horfes, and 
haftened as faft as they could to come up with the 
Englilh. But fir John Harleftone began his re- 
treat, allowing them to purfue him until he came 
to the hedge where the Englifli were drawn up, 
with their archers in front. 

On the arrival of the French, the Englilh re- 
ceived them with battle -axes, fwords and fpears : 
Che archers began fo brifk an attack that men and 
horfeswere overthrown. Manygallant deeds were 
done ; but in the end the French were furrountied, 
and the greater part {lain. The young count do 
St. Pol was made prifoner by afquire of Gueldres * 
the lords de Pons and de Clary, fir William de 






* He U before called fir John d'Ubruues. 
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Nielk, fir Charles dc Chitilloo, Lednnet d'Araines, 
Guy dc Vaifnel, Henry des Ifies and John his bro- 
ther, the chdtelain de Beauvais and fevcial other 
knights and fquires were alio captured. 

Shortly after this defeat, the lord de Ch&dlloa 
came, with his banner and three hundred lances* 
to the path of the hedge ; but, when he law that 
his men were defeated, he wheeled about with his 
troops, and returned without (hiking a blow : upon 
this, the Englilh and Hainaulters led their pri- 
foners to the town of Ardres. 

.The lord de Gommegines, that evening, bought 
the count de St. Pol from the fquire who had 
taken him : he foon after carried him to England* 
and prefented him to the king, who thanked him 
kindly for fo doing, and made him great prefents. 

When the duke of Anjou and the conftable were 
returned to Paris from Gafcony, they found the 
archbi&op of Rouen and the bifhop of Carpentras 
bad been fome time with the king. Thefe pre- 
lates continued their journey, and arrived at St, 
Omer. The duke of Lancafter and the lord 
Bacinier had crofled the fea to Calais, and from 
thence went to Bruges* The duke of Anjou foon 
tfter came to St. Omer in grand array, and fent 
for his coufin fir Guy de Blois to meet him, who 
left Hainault JiandfQmeJy equipped to wait on the 
duke. 

The conftable of France, the lards de CliiTon* 
de la Val, and fir Oliver de Maunny, with upwards 
of fix hundred lances, had polled themfelves' on 

- " . the 
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the frontiers between France and Flanders, near to 
Aire, la Croix, Ballleul, CafTel, and in thit neigh- 
bourhood, to guard the country, and to prevent 
any injury being offered to the count of Flan- 
ders i for lie had not any great confidence in the 
negotiators, nor would he go to Bruges notwith- 
standing their earoeft folieitations. 

You have before heard how the garrifon of 
Becherel had held out for upwards of a year, and 
had entered into a capitulation to furrender, if 
they were not relieved before All-faints-day. 
When the day was near approaching, the king of 
France ordered thither many men at arms : and 
all the knights of Brittany and Normandy were 
entreated to be there, except fuoh as were with 
the conftable. The two marshals of France, the 
lord Louis de Sancerre and lord Mouton de Blain- 
ville, the earl of Harcourt, fir James de Vienne 
admiral of France, the dauphin of Auvergne, fir 
John de Bueil and feveral more arrived before 
Becherel. Thefe lords kept the day with great 
folemn'tty ; but as none appeared to relieve the 
caitle, it was furrendered, and thofe who were fo 
inclined left it. Sir John Appleyard and fir John 
Cornwall marched out with their men, embarked 
and crofied over to England. The barons of 
France took poflefflon of the place, which they 
repaired, re-victualled and reinforced with men, 
provifion and artillery, 

By orders from the king of France, thefe men 

at arms fliortly after laid fiege to St, Sauveur le 
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Vicomte in Coutantin, which had belonged ffe &* 
John Chandos; and after hi* death the king of 
England had given it to fir Aleync BoxhUll, who 
at that time was in England : he had left there a* 
governor a fqirire called Carenton*, with fir 
Thomas Cornet, John de Burgh, and the three 
brothers Maulevriers : there might be with them 
about fix fcore companions, all armed and ready 
for defence* St Sauveur was firft befieged on the 
fidp next the fea by fir John de Vienne admiral of 
France, with all the barons and knights of Brit- 
tany ?nd Normandy. There was alfo a large 
army before it, with plenty of eyery thing. Thefe 
lords of France had pointed large engines againft 
it, which much harraffed the garrifon. 
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* Probably Carrington, 
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A TRUCE AGREED OB AT BRUGES BETWEEN THE 

KIN OS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND. THE DUKE 

OF BRITTANY RETIRES TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, 
AND REGAINS SOME OF HIS TOWNS AND 
CASTLES. 

\I7E will now return to the noble negotiators at 
Bruges, that is to fay, the dukes of Anjou* 
and Burgundy, the count de Saltzbourg, the bjfhop 
of Amiens, the elected bifhop of Bayeux ; the duke 
pf Lancafter, the earl of Salifbury and the bifliop 
of Londonf. In order that no harm might hap- 
pen to thefe lords, nor to their people, who were 
going from one to the other, it was agreed there 
ihould be a truce, to laft to the firfl of May 1375, 
in all the country between Calias and the river 
Somme ; but that it (hould .not interfere with the 
other parts of the country now at war. Upon 
this being done, the lords de CluTon and de la 



The hiflorian of Languedoc fays, die duke of Anjou 1 
prefent at this meeting, but in Avignon ; and thai, when 
is concluded, the duke of Burgundy fent from 
for the lenefchal of Beaucaire to publiih it. — Vol. 



the treaty 

Bruges orde 
iv.p.557. 

Paffports 
Edward, to 



, however, granted to the duke of Anjou, 
1 to Bruges. — Rymek. 
f In addition, there were, fir John Cobham, fir Frank » 
Hall, fir Arnold Savage, and mailer John Shepeye and matter 
Sinwn Multon, dolors of laws.— See their warrant in Rymer. 
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Val were fent back to Brittany with tfceir forces, 
to affift in guarding that country and the neigh- 
bouring frontiers. 

During the time thefe negotiations were going 
forward at Bruges, the duke of Brittany, as has 
been before faid, remained in England* where 
he felt much for the diftrefs of his country, the 
greater part of which had turned againft him : his 
duchefs alfo was bcfieged and (hut up in the 
caftlc of Auray. The duke, while he refided wit& 
the king of England, was very melancholy : upon 
which the king, who much loved hint, faid 5 
€ Fair fon, I well know that through your affe&ion 
to me, you have put into the balance, and rifked, a 
handfome and noble inheritance : but be afiured* 
that I will recover it for you again, for I will never 
make peace with the French without your being 
reinftated/' On hearing thefe fine promifes, the 
duke bowed refpe&fully to the king and humbly 
thanked him. 

Soon after this converfttion, the duke of Brit- 
tany afTembled at Southampton two thoufand men 
at arms and three thoufand. archers, who all re* 
ceived their pay for half a year in advance, by 
order's from the king of England*, 



• Edward nominated the earl of Cambridge conjointly wittf 
the duke of Brittany his lieutenants in France, with full powers 
to aft as they pleated, without prejudice to the rights of the 
duke or to the patrimony of the church, dated 24th Novem- 
ber 1 374.— See Rymer, 

Among 
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Among the commanders were the earls of Canv- 
bridge and March, the lord de Spencer, fir Thomas 
Holland, fir Nicholas Camoire, fir Edward Twi- 
ford, fir Richard de Pontchardon, fir John Lefiey, 
fir Thomas Grantfon, fir Hugh Haftings, the lords 
de Manne* and de la Pole, with many other 
knights and fquires. 

The duke and all his men at arms arrived at 
St. Matthieu de Fine Poteme in Brittany, where, 
after they had difembarked, they attacked the 
caftle very lharply. This caftle was out of the 
town, and ill fupplied with men and artillery, fo 
that the Engliih took it by ftorm, and Hew all 
who were in it. When the inhabitants of the town 
were informed of this, they opened their gates, 
and received the duke as their lord. 

The Engliih next advanced to the town of St. 
Pol de Leon, which was ftrong and well inclofed. 
The duke took his ftation; and, during a mar- 
velloufly well conduced attack, the archers, 
who were polled on the banks of the ditches, fhot 
fo excellently, and fo much together, that fcarcely 
any dared appear to defend them : the town was 
therefore taken and pillaged. 

After this, they came before St. Brieu, which 
at that time was well pruvided with men at arms 
and all other provifions and (tores : for the lords de 
Cliffon, de Beaumanoir, the vifcount de Rohan, 
and many other barons of Brittany, whofe quarters 
were at Lamballc, had lately been there and had 



• Qj. Maine. 

reinforced 
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reinforced it with tvtrf thing mcdhxy. The 
duke and the Engltfh befieged this town. 

When the garrifon of St. Sauveur k Vieomce 
heard that the duke of Brittany and die EngjUlh 
lords were arrived in Brittany, they expe&ed 
them td come and raife their ficge; which they 
much defircd, for they were greatly ftraitcned by 
the engines, which day land night caft ftones into 
the cattle, fo that they knew not where to retire to 
avoid them. Having called a council, they re- 
folved to make overtures to the French lords, to 
obtain a truce for fix weeks, until Eafter 1375 1 
and pmpofed, <!hat if within that time there fhotild 
not tome any relief, which might be ftrfficwnt eo 
offer battle and raife the ficge, they would fur- 
render themfelves, their lives and fortunes btpftg 
fpared, arid the fortrefe ihotold be given up K> the 
king of Prance. This treaty went off, and the 
fiege continued ; but no harm was farther dome to 
tbofe of St. Sauveur, for the befiegers and garrifofc 
were both ina&Jve. 



*. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

SOSiE BRETON LORDS OF THE FRENCH PARTY ARE 
NEAR BEIXC TAKEN BY THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY, BUT ARE DELIVERED BY TH£ TRUCES 
AT BRUGES. 



*TpHE vifcount de Rohan, the lards de ClifTon 
■* and de Beaumanoir were guarding the fron- 
tiers againfl the duke of Brittany and the Englifh, 
at that time before St. Brieu. Sir John Devereux 
was then quartered near to Quimperle, and was 
destroying that part of the country : he had caufed 
to be repaired and fortified by the peafants a fmall 
fort which he had made his garrifon, and called it 
the New Fort, in which he refided, fo that none 
couid venture out of the town without rifle of being 
taken. This information the townfmen of Quim- 
perle fent to the lard de Cliflbn and the other lords 
at Lamballe. 

They marched immediately thither, leaving a 
fufficiency of men to guard that town, and rode on 
until they came before this new fort, which they 
furrounded. News of this was carried to the 
Britifh army before St. Brieu. The duke had or- 
dered a mine to be fprung, which they had worked 
at for fifteen days ; but at that moment the miners 
had loft their point, fo that it was necefiary for 
them to begin another: which when the duke and 
the lords of his army heard, they faid among them- 
felves j 



fclves; c Every thing confidcrcd, we are but" 
lofing time here : let us go to the affiftange of 
fir John Devereux, ind If wfc* (hall be able to fell 
in with thofe who are befieging him in the open 
field, we (hall perform a good exploitv Upon this* 
they held a council* and marched off, taking the 
road for the new fort, which the lords of Brittany 
were then aflaulting. They had done fo much 
that they were already at the foot of the walls, and 
dreaded not what might be thrown down uport 
them ; for they were well fhielded, but thofe within 
the fort had not wherewithal to annoy them in 
that manner. * 

Juft at this inftartt a fcout Came with fpeed to 
to the lords of Brittany who were bufy at the afiault* 
faying, € My lords, make off in hafte from hence i 
for the Englifli are coming with the duke of Brit- 
tany, and they are not more than two leagues off? 
The trumpet founded a retreat: they colle&ed 
themfelves together, called for their horfes, fet off* 
and entered Quimperl6 which was hard by. * They 
clofed the gates ; but fcarcely had they railed the 
draw-bridges, and ftrengthened the barriers, wheii 
the duke of Brittany with the barons, of England 
were before it. They had paffed by the new fort* 
and fpoken with fir John Devcreutf, who thanked 
them exceedingly for coming, otherwife he muft 
have been very fhortly made prifoner. 

The duke and the Englifh formed the liege of 
Quimperle, and ordered their archers and foot 
ibldiers, well ftiielded, to advance, when a lharp 
gttack commenced -, for the Englifh, as w*U as 

thofe 
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thofe in the town, were very determined : fo thai 
there were many wounded on both fides. Every 
day there were fiich. fkirmtfhes and afiaults that 
chofe in the town faw they ihould not be able to 
hold out much longer, and there did not feem 
any likelihood of their receiving afliftance. They 
could not efcape any way without being feen, fo 
well was the town furrounded : and if they (hould 
be taken by ftorm, they doubted if they Ihould 
receive any quarter, more elpecially the lord de 
ClifTon, for he was much hated by the Englifh. 

Thefe lords of Brittany opened a treaty with 
the duke to furrenderi but they wanted to depart 
on a moderate ranfom, and the duke would have 
them furrender unconditionally : they could only ob- 
tain a refpite for eight days, and that with very great 
difficulty. This refpite, however, turned out very 
fortunate to them ; for during that time two Eng- 
lilh knights, fir Nicholas Carfwell and fir Walter 
Ourfwick*, fent by the duke of Lancafter from 
Bruges, where he had remained the whole winter, 
arrived at the army of the duke of Brittany. They 
brought with them deeds engrofTed and fealed of 
the truces entered into between the kings of France 
and England. The duke of Lancafter fent orders, 
that in confequence of the treaty of Bruges, the 
army mould be difbanded without delay. Th* 
truce was immediately read and proclaimed through 
the army, and fignified alfo to thofe who were 
within Quimperle. 

* Sir Nicholas Charnels— fir Walter Uriwick.— Barnes. 
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The lords de Clifton, de Rohan and de fieati* 
manoir, and the others, were much rejoiced there- 
at, for it came very opportunely. 

The fiege of Quiraperl£ being raifed r the duk* 
of Brittany diibanded all his troops* except thftft 
of his houfchold, and went to Auray, where )ii$ 
duckeft was. The carls of Cambridge and of 
March, % Thomas Holland earl of Kent* the 
lord de Spencer and the other EngUfh returned 
home. 

When die duke of Brittany had fettled his 
affairs at his leiiure, and had reinforced the towns 
and caftles of Broil and Auray with artillery and 
provisions, he fet out from Brittany with his duchefs* 
and went for England* 



CHAP. LV. 

ST. SAUYETUft LB VIGOMTE SURRENDERS TO TH1 
FRENCH,-~-TR« LORD DB COUCY LEADS 4 
LARGE ARMY INTO AUSTRIA, WHICH Hi 
CLAIMS AS HIS~lHtfERJT.AN€£t 

jT\N the day In which, the truces were concluded 
^^^ at Bruges between the kings of France and 
of England/ to laff for one whole year, including 
their allies, the dukes of Lancafter and Burgundy 
again fwore tWy would return thither on AH-feint 
day. Each party was to keep, dusing this truce, 

whatever 
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whatever he was then in pofTeffion of. The Englifh 
thought that the capitulation refpecHng St. Sau- 
vcur le Vicomte would be voided by this treaty ; 
but the French would not allow of this, and faid 
the treaty did not affeft the prior engagement con- 
cerning it : fo that, when the day arrived for its 
furrender, the king of France fent troops thither 
from all quarters. There were afiembled before 
it upwards of fix thoufand knights and fquires. 
without counting the others: but no fuccour came 
to its relief, and when the day was expired, St. 
Sauveur was given up to the French, but mod 
unwillingly, for the fortrefs was very convenient 
for the Engli(h. 

The governor fir Thomas Cornet, John de 
Burgh, the three brothers Maulevriers, and the 
Englifh, went to Carentan, where having embarked 
all which belonged to them, they failed for Eng- 
land f. 

The conftable of France reinforced the town 
and cattle of St. Sauveur le Vicomte with a new 
garrifon, and appointed a Breton knight as go- 
vernor. I heard at the time, that the king of 
France gave him the lordfliip of it. 



* Froiflart has forgotten to add fir Thomas Caring con among 
the governors of St. Sauveur le Vicomte. Nothing was laid 
againft him until the reign of Richard II. when he was ac- 
cufed of having treacheroufly given up this place by fir John 
AoacRcy, who had married fir John Chandos' niece : he chal- 
lenged him to fingle combat, fought and vanquiftied him irt 
the lifts, formed in Palace yard in the prcfencc of the king- 
He was afterwards drawn to Tyburn, and there hanged for hit 
trcafon — See Dugdale, Fabian, frc. 

Vol. IV. T Th< 
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The lord de Coucy at this period returned tor 
France : he had been a long time in Lombardy 
with the count de Vertus*, fon of the lord Galeas 
Vifconti, and had made war on lord Bernabo Vif- 
conti and his allies, for the caufe of the church and 
of Gregory XI. who at that time was pope, and 
for the holy college of Rome. 
- The lord de Coucy > in right of fucceflion to the 
lady his mother, who was fitter to the duke of 
Auftria laft deceafed, was the true heir of that 
duchy. The laft duke did not leave any child by 
legal marriage, and the inhabitants of AuftrVa had 
difpofed of the eftate in favour of a relation, but' 
farther removed than the lord de Coucy. This 
lord had frequently complained of fuch conduft 
to the emperor, the lord Charles of Bohemia. 

The emperor readily acknowledged the lord dt 
Coucy's right: but he could not compel the 
Auftrians to do the fame, who were in great force 
in their own eountry, and had plenty of men at 
arms. The lord de Coucy had gallantly carried 
on the war againft them feveral times, through the 
aid of one of his aunts, fifter to the aforefaid duke ; 
but he had not gained much. On the lord de 
Coucy's return to France, the king entertained 
him handfomely. Having confidered there were 



* John Galeas Vifconti, firft duke of Milan, bore the title 
of count de Vertus, until Wenceflaus, king of the Romans, in- 
verted him with the ducal dignity 1395. He gained, by 
treachery, poffeflion of his uncle Bernabo, and put him to death 
by poifon.— For further particulars, ee Muratori "and Corio. 

. numbcw 
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toUmbcrs of men at arms in France then idle, on 
account of the truce between the French and 
Englifli, he entreated the king to affift him in ob- 
taining the free companies of Bretons, -who were 
overrunning and harafling the kingdom, for him to 
lead them into Auftria. The king, who wiflied 
thefe Companies any where but in his kingdom, 
readily affented to his requeft. He lent* or gave, 
I know not which, fixty thoufand francs, in order 
to get rid of thefe companions. They began their 
march towards Auftria about Michaelmas, com- 
mitting many ravages wherever'they paffed. Many 
barons, knights and fquires of France, Artois, 
Vermandois, Hainault and Picardy, fuch.as the 
vifcounts de Meaux and d\Aunay, fir Raoul de 
Coucy, the baron de Roye, Pierre de Bar, and 
feveral others offered their fervices to the lord de 
Coucy. His army was increafed by all thofe who 
wifhed to advance themfelves in honour. 



Ta CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVL 

The truce between France and England is 

prolonged. the death of the black 

prince.— -the lord de coucy returns, 
having had indifferent success. 

\T7HEN the feaft of All-faints was drawing 
* * near, the duke of Burgundy, the count de 
Saltzbourg, the bilhops of Amiens and of Bayeux 
came to Bruges by orders of the king of France, 
to hold a conference. The dukp of Anjou ftaid 
at St. Omer, where he continued the whole rime. 

From the king of England there came, the dukes 
of Lancafter and Brittany, the earl of Salifburyand 
the bifhop of London : fo that the town of Bruges 
was well filled by their retinues, more efpecially 
by that of the duke of Burgundy, who kept a moft 
noble and grand ftate. 

Sir Robert de Namur refided with the duke of 
Lancafter, and fhewed him every attention as long 
as he remained in Flanders. 

The ambafladors from the pope, the archbifhop 
of Rouen and the biihop of Carpentras, were alfa 
there, who went to and fro to each party, propofing 
different terms for an accommodation, but without 
any effeft; for thefe lords, in their firft parley, 
were too much divided to come to any agreement. 
The king of France demanded re-payment of four- 
teen hundred thoufand francs which had been given 

for 
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forking John's ranfom, and that the town of Calais 
ihould be difmantled. This the king of England 
would never confent to. The truces were there- 
fore prolonged until the feaft of St. John the Bap- 
tift in the year 1 376. The lords remained all that 
winter in Bruges, and fome time longer. In the 
fummer, each returned to his own country, except 
the duke of Brittany: he continued in Flanders 
with his coufin the count Louis, who entertained 
him handfomely. 

In this year, on Trinity- Sunday, that flower of 
Engliih knighthood the lord Edward of England, 
prince of Wales and of Aquitaine, departed this 
life in the palace of Weftmintter near London. 
His body was embalmed, placed in a leaden coffin, 
and kept until the enfutng Michaelmas, in order 
that he might be buried with greater pomp and 
magnificence when the parliament aflembled in 
London*. 

King Charles ef France, on account of his line- 
age, had funeral fervice for the prince performed 
with great magnificence, in the holy chapel of the 
palace in Paris, which was attended, according 
to the king's orders, by many prelates and nobles 
of the realm of France. 

The truces, through the mediation of the am- 
baffadors, were again prolonged until the firft day 
of April. 



• The prince of Wales was buried in the cathedral at Can- 
terbury.— For particulars, fee Mr. Gough's Sepulchral Monu. 

T 3 We 
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We will now fay fomething of the lord de 
Coucy and the Germans. When thofe of Auftria 
and Germany heard that he "was advancing with fo 
ftrong a force to carry on the war againft them, 
they burnt and deftroyed three days march of 
country by the river fide, and then they retreated 
to their mountains and inacceffible places. 

The men at arms, of whom the lord de Coucy 
was the leader, expe&ed to find plenty of forage, 
but they met with nothing : they fuflered all thifr 
winter very great diftrefs, and knew not in what 
place to feek proVifion for themfelves^ or forage 
for their horfes, who were dying of cold, hunger 
and diforders : for this reafon, when fpring camej, 
they returned to France, and feparated into differ- 
ent troops to recruit themfelves. The king of 
France fent the greater part of the companies into 
Brittany and lower Normandy, as he imagined he 
ihould have occafion for their fervices. 

The lord de Coucy, on his return into France, 
began to think of becoming a good and true 
Frenchman ; for he had found the king of France 
very kind and attentive to his concerns. His rer 
lationfhip to the king made him confider it was-not 
worth his while to rifk the lofs of his inheritance, 
fQr fo (lender a reafon as the war with the king 
of England j for he was a Frenchman by name, 
arms, blood and ^xtradtion. He therefore fent 
the lady his wife to Englahd, and kept with him 
Qnly the eldeft of his two daughters : the youngeft 
had been left in EJnglanc}, where {he had been edur 
cated. 

The 



The king of France fent the lord de Coney to 
attend the negotiations carrying on at Bruges, 
which continued all the winter. None of the great 
lords were there, except the duke of Brittany, 
who had ftaid with his coufin the count of Flan- 
ders ; but he entered very little into the bufmefs. 



RICHARD, SON OF THE PRINCE OF WALES, 
ACKNOWLEDGED AS PRESUMPTIVE HEIR ' 
THE CROWN OF ENGLAND, THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS FOR PEACE HAVING FAILED, AND THE 
TRUCES EXPIRED, THE WAR IS RENEWED BE- 
TWEEN THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH. 

AFTER the feaft of Michaelmas, when the 
funeral of the prince had been performed 
in a manner fuitable to his birth and merit, the king 
of England caufed the young prince Richard to 
be acknowledged as his fucceffor to the crown 
after his deceafe, by all his children, the duke 
of Lancaster, the carl of Cambridge, the lord 
Thomas his. youngefr. fon, as well as by- all the 
barons, earls, prelates and knights of England. 
He made them folemnly fwear to obferve this j 
and on, Chriftmas-day he had him feated next to 
himfelfj above all his children, in royal Hate, that 
T4 it 
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it might be fcen and declared he was to be king of 
England after his death. 

The lord John Cobham, the bifhop of Hereford 
and the dean of London were at this time lent to 
Bruges on the part of the Englilh. The French 
had feqt thither the count de Saltzbourg, the k>x4 
de Chatillon and matter Philibert TEfpiote, The 
prelates, ambaflkdors from the pope, had ftill 
remained there* and continued the negotiations 
for peace. 

They treated of a marriage b«ween the young 
fon of the prince and the lady Mary, daughter of 
the king of France : after which the negotiator* 
of each party feparated, and reported what they 
had done to their refpe&ive kings. 

About Shrovetide^ a fecret treaty was formed 
between the two kings for their ambafiadors to 
meet at Montrieul fur mer; and the king of Eng- 
land fent to Calais fir Guifcard d' Angle, fir 
Richard Storey and fir Geoffry Chaucer. On the 
part of (he French were, the lords de Coucy and 
de la Rivieres, fir Nicholas Bragues and Nicholas 
JJrackr. They for 3 long time difcuffed the fob* 
)e& of the abQve marriage $ and the French, as I 
was informed, made fomc offers* but the othcri 
demanded different terms, or rcfufed treating, 
Theft lords returned therefore, with their treaties* 
to their Sovereigns ; and the truces were prolonged 
to the firft of May, 

The earl of Salisbury, the bifhop of St. Davids 
Chancellor of England, and the bifhop of Hereford, 

returned 
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returned to Calais; and with them, by orders of 
the king of France, the lord de Coucy, and fir 
William de Dormans chancellor of France. 

Notwithstanding all that the prelates could lay 
or argue, they never could be brought to fix upon 
any place to difcufs thefe treaties between Montrieul 
and Calais, nor between Montrieul and Boulogne, 
nor on any part of the frontiers; thefe treaties, 
therefore, remained in an unfinilhed ftate. When 
the war recommenced, fir Hugh Calverley was 
fent governor of Calais. 



POPE GREGORY XI. LEAVES AVIGNON, AND RE- 
TURNS TO ROME.— ON THE DEATH OF *D- 
WARD III. RICHARD, SON OF THE LATE 
PRINCE OF WALES, IS CROWNED KING OF 
ENOLAND. 



*1T7"HEN pope Gregory XI. who had for a long 
* time refided at Avignon, was informed 
there was not any probability of a peace being 
concluded between the two kings, he was very 
melancholy, and, having arranged his affairs, fee 
out for Rome, to hold there his feat of govern- 
ment. 

The 
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• The duke of Brittany, finding the war was ta. 
be renewed, took leave of his coufin the count of 

4 

Flanders, with whom he had refided upwards of a 
year, and rode towards Gravelines, where the earl 
of Salifbury ahd fir Guifcard d* Angle, with a body 
of men at arms and archers, ,came to meet him, 
to efcort him to Calais, where the duke tarried a 
month : he then croffed over to England and went 
to Shene, a few miles from London, on the 
river Thames, where the king of England lay* 
dangeroufly ill : he departed this life the. vigil of 
St. John the Baptift, in the year 1377. 

Upon this event, England was in deep mourn- 
ing. Immediately all the paffes w^fe fliut, fo that 
no one could go out of the country $ for they did 
not wifh the death of the king fhould be knowri 
in France, until they had fettled tjie government of 
the kingdom, The earl of Salifbury and fir 
Guifcard d'^ngl? returned at this time $q Egg- 
lane]. 

The bo4y of king Edward was. carried in gra.nd 
prpcefiion, followed by his children in {e#rs, ,apd 
by the nobles and prelates of England, through the 
city of London, with his face uncovered, to 
Weftminfter, where he was buried by the fide-oaf 
his lady the que^n. 

Shortly afterward, in the month of July, the 
young king Richard, who was in his eleventh 
year, was crowned with great folemnity at the 
palace of Weftminfter : he was fupported by the 
dukes of Lancafter and Brittany. He created 

that 
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that day four carls and nine knights ; namely, his 
uncle the lord Thomas of Woodftock earl of 
Buckingham, the lord Percy earl of Northumber- 
land, fir Guifcard d' Angle earl of Huntingdon, 
and the lprd Mowbray earl of Nottingham* 

The young king was placed under the tutqrfhip 
of that accomplifhed knight fir Guifcard d'Angle, 
with the approbation of all, to inftruft him in the" 
paths of virtus and honour. The duke of Larv- 
cafter had the government of the kingdom. - ■:. 

As foon as the king of France learnt the death 
of king Edward, he faid> that he had reigned 
ipoft nobly and valiantly, and that his name ought 
to be remembered with honour among heroes* 
Many nobles and prelates of his realm were aflem* 
bled, to perform his obfequies with due refpeft* 
in the holy chapel of the palace at Paris. 

Shortly after, madame, the cldeft daughter of 
the king of France, died. She had been betrothed 
to that gallant youth William of Hainaultj eldefl; 
fpn of duke Albert, 
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CHAP. UX. 

THE KING OF FRANCE EQUIPS FOR SEA A LARC$ 
FLEET, WHICH BURNS SEVERAL TOWNS IN ( 
ENGLAND. 

T\URlNG die negotiations for peace, the king 
•*^V of France had been very a&ivc in providing^ 
(hips and galleys : the king of Spain had fent htm 
his admiral, fir Fernando Saufic, who, with fir 
John de Vicnne, admiral of France, had failed for 
the port of Rye, which they burnt, five days after 
the deceafe of king Edward, the vigil of St< Peter* 
in June, and put to death the inhabitant?, without 
fparing man or woman. 

Upon the news of this event coming to London, 
the earls of Cambridge and Buckingham were or* 
dered to Dover with a large body of men at arms. 
The earl of Salifbury and fir John Mountague, on 
the other hand, were fent to the country near 
Southampton. 

After this exploit, the French landed in the 
ifle of Wight. They afterwards burnt the follow- 
ing towns : Portfmouth, Dartmouth, Plymouth, 
and fcveral others. When they had pillaged and 
burnt all in the ifle of Wight, they embarked and 
put to fea, coafting the fhores until they came to 
a port called Poq*. 



.• Q^if not Pool. 

The 
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The carl of Salilbury and fir John Mountague 
defended the pafTage, but they burnt a part of the 
town of Poq. They again embarked, and coafted 
towards Southampton, attempting every day to 
land ; but the earl of Salilbury and his forces, who 
followed them along the Ihore, prevented them 
from fo doing. 

The fleet then came before Southampton ; but 
fir John Arundel, with a large body of men at arms 
and archers, guarded well the town* otherwife it 
would have been taken. The French made fail 
from thence towards Dover, and landed near to 
the abbey of Lewes, where there were great 
numbers of the people of the country afiembled. 
They appointed the abbot of Lewes, fir Thomas 
Cheney and fir John Fufelce their leaders, who 
drew up in good array to difpute their landing, 
and to defend the country. The French had not 
the advantage, but loft feveral of their men, as 
well might happen. However, the better to 
maintain the fight, they made the land, when a 
grand fldrmifh enfued, and the Engliih, being 
forced to retreat, were finally put to flight. Two 
hundred at leaft were (lain, and the two knights, 
with the abbot of Lewes, made prifoners. 

The French re-embarked, and remained at 
anchor before the abbey all that night. They 
then heard for the firft time, from their pri- 
foners, the death of king Edward and the coro- 
nation of king Richard, and alfo a part of the 
regulations of the kingdom, and that great num- 
bers 
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burs of men at arms were under orders to march 
to the coaft. 

Sir John de Vienne difpatched a (loop to Havre, 
where there was a knight in waiting, who imme- 
diately rode to Paris to the king, and reported to 
him fuch intelligence refpe&ing the death of king 
Edward that he was convinced of its truth. 

The French and Spaniards put to, fea, and 
having the wind favourable, came with an eafy 
fail that fame tide about the hour of nine, before 
Dover. They amounted in all to about fix fcore 
galleys. At that time there were in Dover the 
earls of Cambridge and Buckingham, with/ im- 
menfe numbers of men at arms and archers, who, 
with a hundred thoufand common men, were waiting 
for the arrival of the French, drawn up before the 
port with difplayed banners, for they had feen 
them at a diftance, and they were continually 
joined by people from the country who had noticed 
this Jarge fleet. 

The French came before the harbour, but did 
not enter it, making for deep water, as the tide 
began to ebb. Notwithftanding this, the Englilh 
continued Arid guard all that day and following 
night. 

! The French who were on the fea came with the 
next tide before Calais, to the great furprife of 
the inhabitants, who clofed their gates againft 
them. 
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chap" lx. 



THE TOWN OF ARDRES SURRENDERS TO T,HE 
FRENCH.— THE DEATHS OF THE CAPTAL DE 
BUCH AND OF THE QUEEN OF FRANCE. 

VJT7HILE thcfe things were pafling fir Hugh 
Calverley governor of Calais, fir John 
Harleftone governor of Guines, and the lord de 
Gommegincs governor of Ardres, made very fre- 
quent excurfions into Picardyj three or four in 
every week. They advanced often before St. 
Omer, Arques, Mouton, Fiennes, and the towns 
in that neighbourhood, as well as to Boulogne 
and near to Tcrouenne, which were particularly 
molefted fey the garrifqn of Ardres. Complaints of 
them had frequently been made to the king of 
France. On afking how this was to be prevented, 
he was anfwered, c Sire, the garrifon of Ardres is 
not fo ftrong but it may be. won/ The king re- 
plied, * Have it then we will, whatever it may 
coft us.* He foon after iffued a fecret fummons, 
and it was not guefied to what part he intended 
fending this army, of which he made the duke 
of Burgundy general. There were in it twenty- 
five hundred lances of good and hardy men. 
They marched fuddenly to the caftle of Ardres, 1 
which they inveftecL 

With the duke of Burgundy were the count de 
Guines, the marfhal de Blainville, the lords de 
Cliflbn and de la Val, de Rougemont, de la 

Riviere^ 
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Riviere, de Bregide, de Frainville, d'Ainvilk, 

d'Ancoing, dc Rayneval, and d'Angcft, fir James 

dc Bourbon, the fenefchal of Hainauk, with many 

other knights and barons. They had with them 

machines that caft ftones of two hundred weight, 

with which they made a moft vigorous afiault. 

The lord de Gommegines, captain of the caftle, 

was aftonifhed to fee himfctf furroanded by fuch 

numbers of gallant men at arms, who leaned dc* 

termined, that if the place were taken by ftorm, 

they would Ipare no one they fhould find within it. 
As he was not provided with artillery for a long 

ficge, through the mediation of his coufin-german, 

the lord de Rayneval, he offered to enter into a 

treaty for furrendering the place, on condition of 

their lives and fortunes being fpared This treaty 

was long debated * but at length the caftle wat 

furrendered, and all who chofe it departed, and 

were conduftcd by fir Walter de BaiUcul to the 

town of Calais. 

Sir William des Bordes was appointed governor 
of Ardres : he was fucceeded by the vifcount de 
Meaux, who remained there a long time: die 
third governor was the lord de Saknpy. 

The lame day that Ardres furrendered, the 
duke laid liege to the caftle of Ardvick, which the 
three brothers Maulevriers held for England. 
During the three days he flaid there, many fkir- 
mifhes palled ; but they at laft furrendered, and 
the garrifon was conducted to Calais by the maxihal 
of France. 

After this the duke befieged Vaucligoen, which 

alio 
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alio fiirrendered on the fame terms as the others 
had done : and, when the duke had re-vict,ualled 
and reinforced them with men at arms and crofs- 
bows, he difbanded his army and returned to the 
king at Paris. The Breton lords went to Brittany, 
for they had heard that the duke of Brittany had 
arrived at Breft with a large army. The barons 
of Burgundy and the others returned to their own 
homes. 

You have before heard how -the lord John 
captal de Buch, having been made prifoner before 
Soubife, was confined in the Temple at Paris. 
The king of England and his fon greatly deiired 
his liberty, and it had been much debated^ f-hp 
negotiations at Bruges : they would wiUingly have 
given in exchange for him the young count de St. 
Pol and three or four other knights : but the king 
of France and his council would not confent. The 
king had him informed through the grand prior, 
who had the guard of him, that if he would fwcar 
never to bear arms againft the crown of France, he 
would liften to terms for his liberty. The captal 
replied, that he would neyer make this oath, 
though he were to die in prifon. He remained 
therefore ftritftly guarded for five years in confine- 
ment, to his great difcomfort; for he bore it fo 
impatiently that at lad he died*. 



* The prince of Walei gave to the captal de Such, and hi» 
male heir?, trie county of Bigone, with all its towns, & c. ths 
7th Jane i j6tj. Confirmed by the king. — Rtmek, 

Vol. VI. U Thq 



The king of France had him intfcrifcd ; ■ and a 
folemn" fervict was performed, which was attended 
b'7 the barOris, prelates and hoMes of France. 

England wis thus lofing her great captains ; for, 
in this fttne yfcar, the lord de Spencer, 4 great 
btiriAettt' t& England, died. - He left iffue by' his 
lady*' tHfe* daughter of the late fir Bartholomew 
Vvhrgherffi} orifc T<^ a^ftWr daughters,; 

Soon after the death of that gallant knight the 

ckf&al 8e Budh, the qtteea of France Was brought 

to j b^d : of a daughter, who was named Catherine ; 

iricfr whifflr m childbed; the queen was feized with 

^aft Blhefelthat Caufed her 4«th; This amiable 

qtke^hWas^aughter of the Valibnt duke of Bourbon, 

: killed r t^'the battte of JBoiriers. Her obfequiea 

Were perfdfraed ki tte abbey of St. Denis, where 

Ihe was buried with great folemnity, to which weite 

~ invited* all the nobles and prelates of Franct in the 

neighbourhood of Paris, >■■ 
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CHAP.LXL 

...■"■ ; . 

THE WAR RECOMMENCES BETWEEN TRE KING Of 

* 

FRANCE AND THE KINO OP NAVARRE. THE 

SIEGE OF CHERBOURG. THE DUKE OFLAN- 

CASTER INVADES BRITTANY. THE CASTLE- 

OFAURAY SURRENDERS TO THE FHE-NCH. ■" 

£INCE the peace triade at Vernon between the 
*-* kings of France and Navarre, as has been be- 
fore related, and fince the king of Navarre had 

left 






left his two children with their uncle the king of 
France, fufpicions had fallen on a fquire of the 
king's houfehold. He had been placed there by 
the king of Navarre at the time he left his chil- 
dren : his name was James de la Rue. A lawyer, 
who was one of the king of Navarre's council, 
and his chancellor in the county of Evreux, was 
alfo implicated in this bufinefs: the name of this 
chancellor was matter Peter du Tertre. 

Thefe two men were cruelly executed at Paris, 
and acknowledged, before all the people, that they 
had intended to have poifoned the king of France. 
The king immediately collected a large army, the 
command of which he gave to the conftable: 
there were with him the lord dc la Riviere and 
many other barons and knights. They marched 
into Normandy, to attack the caftles of the king 
of Navarre, which were ftrong and well gar- 
rifoned, and laid fiege to one of them called 
Pont au demer*. The French had with them 
many cannon, and various engines and machines, 
with which, in the courfe of different afiaults, they 
prefled the garrifon hard ; but they defended them- 
felves valiantly. Though there were many attacks 
and fkirmifhes, the fiege lafted a long time : the 
caftle was much ruined, and the garrifon hard 
pufhed. They were frequendy required by the 
■conftable to furrender, or they would all be put 
to death, if the place were taken by ftorm: this 



• Pont au demer,— a town in Normandy, 
leagues from PuU- 

V % 
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was the threat which the conftable was accuftomed 
to make. 

The men of Navarre feeing their provifions 
decreafe, and finding themfelvcs much weakened* 
without any hopes of affiftance from their king, 
who was at too great a diftance, furrendered the 
caftle, and were conduced to Cherbourg, cany* 
ing with them all their plunder. 

This caftle was razed to the ground, though it 
had toft large fums to creft ; and the walls and 
towers of Pont au demer were levelled with the 
ground. 

The French then advanced to befiege the fcrt- 
refs of Mortain*, where they remained fbme 
time s but the garrifqn, feeing no appearance of 
affiftance from the king of Navarre, and that the 
ocher Navarre fortrefles were too weak to refift the 
French, furrendered themfelvcs ,on the fame con* 
ditions with thofc of Pont au demer. 

You moft know, that in this expedition, the 
conftable put under the obedience of the king of 
France all the towns, caftles and forts in the 
county of Evreux : the caftles and principal town$ 
were difmanded, that from henceforwarel no war 
fhould b6 carried on againftthe kingdom of France 
from any town or caftle which the king of Navarre 
held' in the county of Evreux. 

The king of France eftablifhed in diem the 
' gabefle and fubfidies, in like manner as they were 
m the- realm of France* 

i 

* Mortain,— a town ia Normandy! 7 1 league* from Jvn». 

:; On 
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■• On the other hand, the king Of Spain had or- 
dered his brother, the baftard of Spain, to enter 
Navarre with a powerful army : he attacked towns 
and caftles, and gained much Country, in fpite of 
the king of Navarre, who could do but little to 
defend himfelf. He fent to inform king Rich&rd 
of England how he was fituated, in the hope that 
he would aid him in oppofing the king of France 
in his county of Evfeux ; for that he himfelf would 
remain in Navarre, to guard his fortrefles agamft. 
the king of Spain. - x' 

King Richard, in corifequence of a council 
which had been called on this btffiitefs, fent fir 
Robert le Roux* with a body of m£ri at arms and 
archers, to Cherbourg. The garrifon* of the dif- 
ferent fortrefles won by the conftable in the county 
of Evreux were alio colle&ed at that town. 

When all were aflembled, they were a numer- 
ous and handfome body of picked men, who had 
provided the caftle with ftores, for thitf concluded 
It would be befieged. 

The conftable and tb£ lord de la Riviere, hav- 
ing vilited every place in the county of £vreu* 
with their army, found that all the towns for- 
merly belonging to the king 6f Navarre 'were no* 
under the obedience of the king of Fi"an€e i they 
then dame before Cherbourg, which is a fttobg 
and noble place, founded by Julius Caifar, when 
he conquered England, and liketyife a fca^or^ ! 

* - * ■ ■ i » ■* kjh n •*■ 
.■■!■■ ■ ■■ '■ ■ - ■ ' ■ »■■ ■ ■■ ■ 

• Probably fir Robert Koofc, or'Koufc. 

U 3 ike 
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The French beficged it on all fides except that 
of the fea, and took up their quarters in fuoh a 
manner before it as (hewed they were determined 
not to quit until they had conquered it. Sir Ro- 
bert le Roux and his forces made frequept Tallies, 
for neither night nor day pafifcd without flcirmifh- 
ing. The French could never form a Ynfh for 
feats of arms but there were always fome ready 
to gratify it. Many combats took place with 
lance and fword, and feveral were killed or taken 
prifoners on each fide, during this fiege, which 
lafted the whole fummer. 

Sir Oliver du Guefclin pofted himfelf in an am- 
bufcade near the caftle : he then ordered his men 
to begin a (kirmifh, in which the French were 
repulfed by the Englifh, and driven black as far as 
the ambufcade of fir Oliver, who immediately 
rufhed out with his troop, fword in hand, and ad- 
vanced boldly on the epeipy, like men well pracr 
, tifed in arms. 

The encounter was fharp on both fides, and 
many a man was unhorfed, killed, wounded, or 
piade *prifoner i at laft, fir Oliver du Guefclin w?s ' 
taken, and avowed himfelf a prifoner to 3 Navajv 
rois fquire, called John le Coq, an able man at 
arms : he was dragged into Cherbourg. Thefkirr 
mi(h w*$ upw over, more to the lofs of die French 
than of the Englifli. Sir Oliver was fent to Eng- 
land, where he remained priibner for a long, time 
in London, and was at laft ranfomed. 

The French remained before , Cherbourg, ?t 3 
h$$vy espenfc, the greater part of the winter, 
v^fi .without 
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without having gained much. They thought they 
were lofing time, and that Cherbourg was impreg- 
nable, as all forts of reinforcements, men at arms, 
provifion and (lores, might be introduced into it 
by fea; for which reafon the French broke up 
their camp, and placed ftrong garrifons in the 
places roundCherbourg, fuch as Montbourg, Pont 
Doue, Carentan, St.Lo, and in St. Sauvcur le 
Vicomte. The conftable then difbanded his army, 
and every one returned to the place whence he 
came. This was in the year 1378. 

You have before heard how the duke of Brit- 
tany had left that country, and had carried his 
duchefs with him to England. He refided at the 
eftate he had there, which was called the honour 
of Richmond, and took great pains to obtain 
afiiftance from the young king, Richard, to re- 
conquer his duchy, which had turned to the French, 
but he was not liftened to. At length the duke 
of Lancafter was informed, that if he landed in 
Brittany witli a good army, there were fome forts 
and caftles that would furrender (o him : in parti- 
cular, St. Malo, a handfome fortrefs, and a fea- 
port town. Upon this, the duke of Lancafter, 
having raifed a large army, went to Southampton. 
He there prepared his veflels and ftores, and em- 
barked with many lords, men at arms and archers. 

This fleet had favourable winds to St. Malo ; 
and when near the Ihore, liaviog landed and dif- 
embarked their ftores, they advanced towards the 
town, and clofely bcfieged it. The inhabitants 
were not much alarmed^ for they were well ,pro- 
U 4 vided 






iidtd with* pfrtftffion, me* at aittK &4 c*of*-bow^ 
who valiantly defended tkemfelve*, fo that dbe 
duke remained there a confiderabte titne. - a* u 

When the conftabie of France and the Jbudfdf 
CBflbn heard of this, they font fommcmfes evcty 
where, and marched to St. Maid to raife the ficge. 
Many thought that a battle muft enfue j and Ac 
Englifh drew out their army federal times & battle- 
array, ready for the combat; bur die cot&rfblt 
and the lord de Cfiflbn never came near enough 
for an engagement. 

The EngKfli, therefore! haying lain before the 
town fome time, and not perceiving any* inclina- 
tion in the inhabitants to furrender, the duke of 
Lancafter was advifed to decamp, for he faw it 
was only wafting time : he therefore re-embarked^ 
and returned td England, where hd difmiflfed hi* 
army; 

The caftle of Auray was ftifl in die pofleflk>» 
of the duke of Brittany, who refided quietly in 
England : the king of France fent thither feveral 
lords of France and Brittany, who began a fiege 
which lafted a long time. The garrilbn of Au- 
ray, not feeing any hope of fuccour, entered into 
a treaty, that if they were not relieved by the 
dpke of Brittany or the king of England, wfcft $ 
fufficient force to raife the fiege on a certain fay, 
they would furrender. This treaty was acceded 
to ; attd when the appointed day arri vedf* the 
French were there, but no one came from the 
duke north£ ; king/bf Eji£!ahd: the> caftle- wa* 
therefore placed under the 1 obedience of the km* 

•*•' of 



©f France in the fame manner as the other cafHcs 
and principal towns of Brittany ; and thofe of 
Auray, who were attached to the duke departed 






CHAP. LXII. 



THE FRENCH GARRISON OF MONTBOURC IS DE- 
FEATED BY THE ENGLISH AT CHERBOURG. 

COON after Eafter, in the year of our Lord 
1379, king Charles of France, finding the 
gamfon of Cherbourg was oppreffing the whole 
country of Coutanrin, appointed fir William des 
Bourdes, a valiant knight and good captain, to be 
chief governor of Coutantin, and of all the fort- 
reffes round Cherbourg. 

Sir William des Bourdes went thither with a 
fiandfome body of men at arms and Genoefe crofs- 
bows, and fixed his quarters at Montbourg ; which 
he made a garrifon againit Cherbourg; whence he 
formed frequent expeditions, and would willingly 
have met with the men of Cherbourg ; for he 
wilhed for nothing better than an engagement 
with them, as he felt himfelf a good knight, bold 
and enterprifing, and had alfo under his command 
the flower of the men at arms from all the ad- 
jacent garrifons. 

About the fame time, fir John Harleftone was 
fent to Cherbourg, to take command of it. I 

have 
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iuve before mentioned him as having be$n go* 
yernor of Gaines. He had embarked at South* 
atqpton with three hundred men at aims and as 
many archers, and with them had fafely arrived 
at Cherbourg. There were in this army fir Otho 
de Gran^bn*, and among the Englifti fir John 
Aubourcf, fir John Orcelle J, with other knights* 
and fquires. > 

On their arrival, they dilembarked their horfes 
and armour, with other ftores, and remained feme 
days in Cherbourg to recruit thepiielv;s, ?nd iQ§ke 
preparations for expeditions and for carrying on 
the war in earneft. 

Sir William des Bourdes puzzled himfclf day 
and night in endeavouring to find out fome means 
pf annoying, them. You muft know, that th?fe 
two governors' laid feveral ambufctdes, for each 
other, but with little effeft : for by chance they 
never met, except fomc few companions, who ad- 
ventured themfelves fool-hardily, as well to - ac- 
quire honour as gain : thefe parties frequently at- 
tacked each other : (bmetimes the French won, a£ 
others they loft. 

Such lkirmifhes continued fo often that" fir 
William des Bourdes marched out one mprning 
from Montbourg, with his whole force, towards 



* Sir Otho de Grantfon— was before mentioned, not as an 
£n£lifhman, but as one who had an effete on the other fide of 
the fea. 

\ Sir John Atfeear&t; , ffafc it not be Aubrey. 

Cher- 
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Cherbourg, in hopes of drawing that garrifon 
out into the plain- 
On the other hand, fir John Harleftone,- who 
was ignorant of the intentions of the French, had 
alfo that fame morning made an excurfion, and had 
commanded his trumpets to found for his men to 
arm themfelves, as well horfe as foot, and to ad- 
vance into the plain : he had already ordered who 
were to remain in the garrifon. He marched 
forth in handfome difplay, and ordered fir John 
Orcclie, with his foot foldiers, to take the lead as 
their guide. Having done this, he fent forward 
his light troops. Sir William des Bourdes had 
made a fimilar arrangement of his army. They 
both advanced in this array until the light troops 
of each party met, and came lb near chat they 
could eafily diftinguilh each other. Upon which, 
they returned to the main body, and reported alj 
they had obferved. 

The two leaders, on hearing their reportSj were 
quite happy ; for they had at laft found what they 
had been feeking for, and were much rejoiced 
thus to meet. 

When the two knights had heard the news from 
their light troops, they each drew up their forces 
with great wifdom, and ordered their pennons to be 
difplayed. The Englilh foot were intermixed 
with their men at arms. As foon. as they were 
within bow lhot, the French difmountcd : fo did 
liktwife the Englilh : then the archers and crofs- 
bowmen began to moot fharply, and the men at 
arms 
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arms to advance with their lances before them in 
clofc ofder. The armies met, and blows with 
fpears and battle- axes began to fly about on all 
fides. The battle was hardly fought, and one 
might there have feen men at arms make trial of 
their prowefs. 

Sir William des Bourdes was completely armed, 
and, with his battle-axe in his hand, gave fuch 
blows to the right and left, that on whomfoever 
they fell that perfon was ftruck to the ground. He 
performed valorous deeds, worthy of being praifed 
for ever after - y and it was not his fault the Englifh 
were not difcomfited. 

In another part of the field, fir John Harkftone, 
governor of Cherboyrg, fought well and valiantly 
with his battle-axe, one foot advanced before the 
Other ; and Well it needed him, for he had to do 
with an obftinate body of hardy men. Several 
gallant deeds were performed this day; many a 
man (lain and wounded. Sir John Harleftote was 
ftruck down and in great peril of his life ; but by 
force of arms he was refcued. The battle lafted 
long, and was excellently kept up, as well on One 
fide as on the other. The Englifh had not any 
advantage, for they had as many killed and wound* 
ed as the French ; but at laft the Englifh conti- 
nued the combat fo manfully, and with fuch cou- 
rage, that they gained the field : the French were 
all either (lain cr made prifoners : few men of ho* 
nour faved thcmfelves, for they had entered into thd 
engagement with fo much good heart that they 
tould not prevail on thcmfelves to fly, but were de-» 
trained to die or to conquer their enemies. 

Sir 



Sir William des Bourdes was made prifoncr on 
good terms by a fquire from Hainault, called Wil- 
liam de Beaulieu, an able man at arms, who for i 
confiderable time had been attached to the Englilh 
in the- cattle of Calais : to him fir William furren- 
dered in great grief, and much enraged that the 
victory was not his. 

The Englilh that day did much harm to the 
French. Several were made prifoners towards the 
end of the engagement ; but it was a pity to fee the 
numbers killed. 

When the EnglHh had {tripped the dead, fir 
John Harleftone and his men returned to Cher- 
bourg, carrying with them their prifoners and 
their riches. You may be allured that they re- 
joiced mightily in the fuccefs of this day, which 
God had given to them. Sir William des Bourdes 
was feafted and entertained with every poflible at- 
tention; for he was perfonally deicrving of what- 
ever could be done for him. 

This defeat took place, between Montbourg and 
Cherbourg, the day of St. Martin le boulliant 

*379- 

When the king of France heard that the gar- 
rifon of Montbourg and its governor were either 
(lain or made prifoners, and that the country was 
much alarmed by this defeat, the king, like one 
well advifed and attentive to his affairs, immedi- 
ately provided a remedy, by fending, without 
delay, frefh troops to guard the frontiers, the fort- 
re iTes and the country r(;und Cherbourg. Sir 
Hutinde Bremalles was appointed general of thefe 
troops 
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troops by the king of France, who kept the ttftul* 
try againft the Englifh. 

However, by orders of the king* they after* 
Wards abandoned Montbourg, and all the country 
of Coutantin, which is one of. the richeft in the 
world. They made all the inhabitants give up 
their handfome houfes and other pofleflions, and 
retreat out of this peiiinfula. The French guarded 
the frontiers at Dune, Carcntan, and at St. Lo, and 
all the borders of the peninfula of Coutantin* 
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CHAP. LXIII. 



f HE DUltE OF ANJOU UNDERTAKES AN EXPE- 
DITION AGAINST THE ENGLISH IN tHB 
BOURDELOIS. 

^TOtJ have before heard related how the duke 
* of Burgundy had made an incurfion from 
the borders of Picardy* which was Very honour- 
able to him and profitable to the French ; and ho* 
he had placed in Ardres, and the other caftles of 
which he had gained poffcliion, governors and men 
at arms to defend them : efpecially in the *6wn of 
Ardres, where he had eftablifhed for a time fir 
William des Bourdes, and, in his abfencc, the vis- 
count de Meaux and the lord de Saimpy. Thefe 
captains had it repaired and ftrengthencd, notwith* 
Handing it was ftrongly fortified before* 

The king of France had heard die news of this 
with infinite pleafure, and confidered this expedi- 
tion 
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tion as having done him great lervice. He fent 
immediate orders to the governor of St. Omer, 
commanding the town of Ardres to be reinforced 
find provided with every kind of (tore and provi- 
fion in the moft ample manner : which orders 
were punctually obeyed. 

The army was difbanded, except the troops 
which were attached to the lord dc Cliflbn and 
the Bretons ; but they returned as fpeedily as they 
could into Brittany, for news had been brought to 
the lord de Cliflbn and the other barons before Ar- 
dres, that Janequin k Clerc*, an Englifh fquireand 
an expert man at arms, had failed from England to 
Brittany, and had reinforced Breft with English- 
men. Thefe Bretons, therefore, carried wich diem 
fir James de Verchin, fcnefchal of Hainault. The 
duke of Burgundy returned to his brother the king 
of France. 

At this period, there was a large body of men 
at arms aflembled on the borders of the Bourdelois, 
in obedience to the fummons of the duke of Anjou 
and the conftable of France, who had appointed a 
day for attacking the Gafcons and Englifh, of 
which I (hall fpeak more fully when better informed 
that I am at prefent. 

Whilft the duke of Burgundy was with his army 
in Picardy, as I have before faid, the duke of 



• janequin le Clerc,— I imagine to be fir John Clark, of 
whom Hollingfhed fpeaks fo handfomely in the 3d of Richard II. 
and who was killed in a battle at a fta port in Brittany. — See 
Hollinglhed. 



Anjou 
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:Aqjou rcfitfcd in the good town of Touloufe wi# 
(be duchefi his lady, and was devifing, nigfet afti 
4^y> digptent fchemes to annoy and harra& die 
JEaglifh* for he found that various caftles and 
towns on the river Dordoopc, apd on the borders - 
of Roucrgue, the Toulou&in and Querci, were 
ftill harraffing the country arifhpfc inhabitants who 
•had put themfelves under his obedience*. .. Hf was 
anxious to provide a remedy for this, and *c£>ly-Qi 
to lay Jfiege to Bergerac ; tfris place being die key 
to Gafcony, and Handing on the Spaders of Rouer- 
jjue, Querci andLunoufin. But as he^bund there 
were yet feveral great barons pf Gafcony pdveric to 
jiim, fuch a$ the .lords de Dura* deJlofciD, de 
Mucidcnt, de Langurant, de Guernoles, de Carjes, 
and fir Peter de Landuras, with many more, he de- 
termined to raifc a laigc force that wojuid not only 
enable him to oppofe thefe lords but to kef 9 $£ 
field. 

He wrote, therefore, to . fir John -d'ArangBafo 
who, in filch a bufinefs, would not fail him, and 
Jent alfo to the lord d'Albrec He had before jfeot 
fgr the conftahle of France, the lord Louis de 
Sancerrc, the lord de Coucy and many jknights 
and fquires, in Picardy, Brittany and NogBandy, 
who were all willing to ierve him and to advance 
their reputation in arms and renown. The (to- 
llable and marfhal of France were already arrived. 

The duke of Anjou knew that there exifted a 
coolnefs between the relations and friends of the 
lord de Pommiers, and fir Thomas Felton, high 
ienefchal of Bourdeaux, and the Bourddois. I 

will 
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Will tell you the reafori of it, and afterwards clear 
it top. 

Long before this period* in the year 1375, then* 
Was a crupl inftance of juftice executed at%Bour- 
deaux by the orders of fir Thomas Felton, lieute- 
nant for the king of England in the Bourdelois, 
upon fir William lord de Pommiers, on fufpicioii 
of treafon, which aftonifhed every one; 

By orders of fir Thomas Felton, this lord der 
Pommiers was arretted in Bourdeaux, together 
With a lawyer^ his fecretary and cbunfellor, called 
John Coulon* a native of Bourdeauxk It was 
proved on them (as I was at the time informed), 
that the lord de Pomfflieri had agreed to fuirender 
himfelf and all his caftles to the French 3 ' from 
which charge they could never clear themfelves, 
fo that they were condemned to death. 

The lord de Pommiers and his fecretary* were 
publicly beheaded in the market-place of the city 
of Bourdeaux, before all the people, who much 
wondered thereat*. His. relations blamed this 
proceeding exceedingly, and that gallant knight, 
fir Aymon de Pommiers, uncle to fir William, 
fet out from Bourdeaux and the Bourdelois very 



* A. D. 1377. 1378- _ 

Rotuli Vafccmiae de anno prixno Ricardi Il.^r^j&mbranae .16, 

ij, 18, 19. ;" 

1. ProcefTus judicii rediti contra Willeltnuni Sans, dominuirr 
de Pomers, pro prod inane, in curia Vafconieej et de Caitrfe et 
terris fnis fatisfadis ad domtnnm regem. 

Vol. IV. X indig- 
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indignant at fuch a difgrace to his family, and 
fworc he would never again bear arms for the king 
of England. He croffed the feas to the holy fe- 
pulchre, and made fevcral other voyages. On his 
return, he changed to the French intereft, placing 
himfelf and his territories under the obedience of 
the king of France. He immediately fent his 
challenge to the lord <te l'Efparre, and made war 
upon him, becaufe he had been one of the judges 
of his nephew. 

Sir John Bleffac, fir Peter dc Landuras and fir 
Bertrand du Franc were alfo implicated- in thefe 
fufpicions of treafon, as well as on account of the 
furrendcr of- the caftle of Fronfac, which. had been 
^delivered tip to the French, it being the inherit 
tance of the lord de Pommiers who had been be- 
headed : they were detained in prifon at Bourdeaux 
upwards of feven months. They were at length 
fetat liberty, through the entreaties of their friends, 
for nothing could be proved againft them: Sir 
Gaillard Vighier, however, continued a long time 
in imminent danger, which furprifed many, as he 
was not of that country, but had come, from Lorn- 
bardy with the lord de Couc^, and was in the fer- 
vice of pope Gregory, who exerted himfelf in 
his deliverance as foon as he heard of his imprifon- 
ment, the knight having infifted on his innocence. 

By thefe means, much fecret hatred was caufed, 
from which many mifchiefs enfued. 

When the duke of Anjou faw the time was ar- 
, rived for his marching from Touloufe, and that 

.the 
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the greater part of his men at arms were in the 
field; in particular, the conftable of France, in 
whom he had the greateft confidence ; he fet out 
from Tonloufe, and cook the direct road to Ber- 
gerac, SirPerducas d'Albret was governor of the 
place : he refided in a fmall caftle, a Ihort league 
from Languedoc, called Moueux, which is a ftrong 
fort. 

The duke of Anjou and his army marched until 
they came before Bergerac, when they encamped 
themfelves all around it, and as near the river as 
poflible for the greater eafe of themfelves and their 
horfes. Many great barons were with the duke : 
in the firft place, fir John d'Armagnac, with a 
large troop ; the conftable of France with another 
large body ; the lord Louis de Sancerre, fir John 
de Bueil, fir Peter de Bueil, fir Evan of Wales, 
fir Maurice de Trifiquidi (who had formerly been 
one of the thirty knights on the French fide at the 
duel in Brittany), fir Alain de Beaumont, fir Alain 
de la Houffaye, fir William and fir Peterde Mornay, 
fir John de Vers, fir Baldwin Cremoux, Thibaut 
du Pont, Heliot de Calais, and many other able 
men at arms with large companies. They en- 
camped themfelves to a great extent in thofe fine 
meadows along the river Dordonne, fo that it was a 
great pleafure to look at them. 

The conftable was lodged very hear to the quar- 
ters of the duke. Thofe companions who were 
defirous of advancing themfelves frequently came 
to the barriers to Ikirmilh : many of whom were 
X 2 (lain 
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flain or wounded by arrows as in fuch adventures 
muft happen. 

At the end of fix days after the town of Ber- 
gerac had been befiegcd, the lord d'Albret and 
fir Bernard d'Albret, hi;s coufin, arrived in the 
camp of the duke, well accompanied by men at 
arms and foot-fbldiers, where they were received 
with joy, as the army was by them greatly rein- 
forced. 

The duke, with the principal leaders of the 
army, held a council on the eighth day, to con- 
fider in what manner they could moft effe&ually 
annoy the inhabitants of Bergerac. Many fpeeches 
were- made, and different propofals offered. It was 
long debated to ftorm the town, but afterwards 
this meafure was abandoned, as their men might 
fuffer much, ; and not make any great gain. The 
council broke up without coming to any deter- 
mination, except to continue on the fiege ; for 
they were ftill expe&ing large bodies of men 
at arms from France, and in particular the lord 
de Coucv. 
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three hundred lances, taking the road for la Reolr, 
and came to a certain town called Yuret*, in which 
they quartered themfelves. 

The French knew nothing of this ambufcade, 
and fuffercd much from it. The fiege of Bergcrac 
was ftill going forward : there were many Jkirmifbes 
and deeds of arms performed with the garrifon by 
the befiegers; but the French were not great 
gainers, for fir Perducas d'Albret, the governor, 
was very aftive in oppofmg them, that no blame 
might be imputed to him. 

The army called another council, and refolved 
to fend for a large machine, called a fow, from la 
Reole, in order the more to harafs the garrifon. 
This fow was a large engine, which caft weighty 
ftones, and one hundred men, completely armed, 
could be drawn up in it, and attack the walls. Sir 
Peter de Beuil, fir John de Vers, fir Baldwin de 
Cremoux, fir Alain de Beaumont, the lord de 
Montcalay and the lord de Gaures, were ordered 
to go for this engine : they left the army, in con- 
fequence, with about three hundred men at arms 
whom they could depend on, and, fording the 
river Dordonne, rode towards la Reole : they ad- 
vanced between Bergerac and la Reole, until they 
came to Yurac, where the Engliih were in ambuf- 
cade with upwards of four hundred combatants, of 
which they were ignorant. 



* Yuret,— probably Yurac, — a village in Guienne, near 
Bourdeaux, 
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News was brought to the army and to the con- 
ftable of France, that the Englifh had taken the 
field; but it* was unknown which way they had 
marched. The cortftable, left his jnen might be 
furprifed, immediately ordered a large detachment 
to guard the foragers, who were out between th$ 
rivers Garonne and Dordonne, and gaye the cqm- 
piand of it to fir Peter de Mornay, fir Ev-aq of 
Wales, Thibaut du Pont and Heliot de Calais : 
there might be in this detachment two hundred 
lances of tried men. 

Sir Peter de Beuil, and the others who were 
fent to bring the fow, rode on to la Reole^ and, 
having laden a great many carts with it, fet out on 
their return, but by a different route from that by 
which they had arrived, for they required a broader 
road for their convoy, and yet they were to pafs by 
Yurac, or very near to it, where the Englifh were 
in ambufcade : however, they were fo fortunate to 
meet with a fecond detachment from their army, 
when they were within a fhort league of the town, 
fhe whole then amounted to full fix hundred lances. 
They continued their march in greater fecurity^ 
and more at their leifure, 

Sir Thomas Fclton and the barons of Gafcony in 
Yurac were infprmed, that the French were ef- 
corting that way a yery large engine, from 1* 
Rcole to their fiege of Bergerac. They were much 
rejoiced at this intelligence, and faid it was what 
they wifhed. They then armed themfclvesj 
qipunted their horfes, and clrew up in the beft 
grray they were able. When they had advanced 

into 



u :t 



313 

into the plain, thpy had not long to wait before 
they faw the French, marching in a large body, 
and in . jiandlbnje order. No fooner was each 
party- aljured that thofe whom they faw were 
enemies, who feejped mutually eager for the con- 
teft, than fticking ipurs ii^to th^ir horfes, and with 
Ipears in their refts, they charged each other, 
fhouting their differed war cries. I muft fay, that 
in this firft conflidt, many a gallant tilt was per- 
formed, and many a knight and fquire were un- 
horfed and driven to the ground. 

In fuch deadly warfare, there is np accident but 
whatmay happen. Heliotde Calais, a moft able fquire 
and good m^n at ^rms was knocked off his horfe ? 
\>y a violent ffiroke pn the throat-piece with a fpear, 
whofe broad, point was as ftiarp and as fine as a 
razor. This iron cut through the throat-piece, as 
well as all the veins: the ftroke beat him to the 
ground, when he fhortly after died : the more the 
pity. By this accident did he end his days. 

Among the French, there was a knight from 
Perry or Limoufin, named fir William de Lignac, 
&n excellent man at arms, who this day performed 
many gallant deeds. 

The combat was fharp, and long continued on 
each fide, clofe to the village of Yurac : when 
their lances failed, they drew their fwords, and 
the attack was more, vigoroufly renewed. Many 
feats of prowefs were performed, many captures 
made, and many refcued. Of the Englilh (lain on 
the fpot, was a Gafcon knight, called the lord de 

Gernos 
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Gernos and de Calais: of the French, Thibaut 
du Pont. 

This batde was well and long fought : many 
handfome deeds were dpAe, for they were all men 
of valour : but in the end the Englifli <could not 
gain the field: they were fairly conquered by the 
French. Sir William de Ligpac captured with his 
vOwn hand fir Thomas Feltoft, flnefchal 'of Bour- 
deaux : nearly at the fame time, the lords de Mu^- 
cident, de Duras, de Rofem, de Langurant, w?re 
alfo made prifoners. Few of the EnglUh or Gas- 
cons but were made prifoners or flain. 

Thofe who could efcape met, on their return 
towards Bourdeaux, the fenefcbal des Landes, fir 
William Helman, the mayor of Bourdeayx* and 
fir John de Multon; in the whole, about onq 
hundred lances: who were haftehing to Yurac a 
but, when they heard the news of fb complete a 
defeat, they wheeled about, and . returned 43 
fpeedily a? poflible to Bourdeaux. 
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CHAP. LXV. 

> * 

IBERGERAC SURRENDERS TO TH? DUKE OF ANt 
JOU.— THE l,OROS DE DURAS AND DE ROSEM, 
4FTER HAyiNG PROMISED TO BE OF THE 
FRENCH INTEREST, RETURN AGAIN TO TH$ 
ENGLISH. 

"IT7HEN this engagement was over and the field 
* * cleared, and all thofe who had been made 
prifoners placed under a fecure guard, ^ey fet out 
on their return to the iiege carrying on at Ber* 
gerac. 

The duke of Anjou was mightily rejoiced when 
he heard of the detachments having had fuch fuc~ 
cefs, and that ail the flower of Gafcony, th$ 
JuiigKts and fquires his enemies, were either killed 
or taken, and among them fir Thomas Felton, 
who had been very aftive againft him $ fb that he 
would rather have loft five hundred thoufand francs 
than that it fhould have been otherwife. 

Sir Peter de Beuil, fir William de Lignac, fir 
Evan of Wales and others, continued their march 
until they came to their army before Bergerac, 
where they were received with much pleafure by 
the duke of, Anjou, the conftable, the barons and 
knights their friends, who confidered their fuccefi 
as very honourable and profitable to them. 

On the morrow, the fow they had brought was 
cfefted near to the walls of Bergerac, which much 
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alarmed the inhabitants, who held a council to 
confider their fituation, and whether they could 
maintain it. They addreffed themfelves to their 
governor, for they found they could not long hold 
out, as no fuccour was to be expedted fines their 
fenefchal was taken, and with him the chivalry of 
Gafcony, on whofe affiftance they had depended. 

Sir Perducas told them, they were in fufficient 
ftrength to hold out for fome time, being well 
provided with provifions and artillery, if they made 
not any foolilh agreement. 

•, Things remained in this fituation until the next 
morning, when the trumpets of the army founded 
for an aflault, and every one repaired to his ban- 
ner. The conftable of France, who was in the 
field with a grand array, fent to hold a parley with 
the inhabitants before the aflault began, or any of 
their men were wounded or flain ; in which he re- 
monftrated with them, that having had their 
leaders made prifoner?, from whom alone they 
could hope for aflUtance, and who were now in 
treaty to place themfelves and their lands under 
the obedience of the king of France, they could 
•not look for any relief ; and, fhould the town be 
taken by ftorm, it would inevitably be deftroyed 
by fire and flame, and none receive quarter. 
- Thefe threats frightened the inhabitants, who 
demanded time to hold a confultation, which was 
granted to them. The burghers then aflembledj 
without calling in their governor, and agreed tQ 
furrender as good Frenchmen, provided they 
were peaceably and gendy dealt with, without anx 

of 
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of the antty entering their town, which wa$ 
dire&ly granted. 

When fir Perducas d'Albret, their governor, 
heard of this, he mounted his horfe, ordered his 
men to march, and, having pafled the bridges, 
made for the fort of Moncin, when Begerac fur- 
rendered to the French. 

The conftable of France took pofleffion of it, 
placing therein a governor and men at arm? to 
keep and defend it. ■ * 

After the furrender of Begerac, the duke of 
Anjou 'was advifed to advance further into the 
country, and lay fiege to Caftillon* on the Dor- 
donne. News of this was foon fpread through 
the army, when every one began to make his pre- 
parations accordingly; that t is to fay, the duke,* % 
the conftable and the other men at arms, except the 1 
marfhal of France, who remained behind to wait 
for the lord de Coucy, as he was expe&ed to ar- 
rive that evening (which indeed he did), when- 
the marfhal advanced to meet him With a very 
large attendance of his men, and 'received him : 
moft amicably. They remained all that r night in : 
the place which the <Juke had left. ' 

The duke and his army advanced to a fine 
mead, on the banks of' the Dordonnfc, in his 7 
march to Caftillon. s 

Under the command of the lord de Coucy were, ' 
fir Aymon de Pommiers, fir Triftan de Roye, the 



* .Caftilloo,— a town of Guyenne,, election of Bourdeaux. 

lords 
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lords de Faignelles, de Jumont, fir John de Rofay, 
fir Robert dc Clermont, and feveral other knights 
and fquires. They marched from their quarters, 
and continued advancing in company with the mar- 
fhal of France and his troops until they arrived at 
the army of the duke, where they were' received 
with much fatisfa&ion. 

In the road to Caftillon* there is a town called 
St. Foy : before the van-guard arrived at Caftillon, 
they marched thither, and having furrounded it, 
began to attack it brifkly. This town had not any 
men at arms, and but trifling fortifications, fa 
that it did not long defend itfelf. On its furrender, 
it was pillaged. 

The fiege was formed before Caftillon above 
the river, and continued for fifteen days: of 
courfe, there were many fkirmifhes at the bar- 
riers, for ibme Englifh and Gafcons had retreated, 
thither after the battle of Yurac, and defended 
themielves valiantly. 

The Gafcon barons who had been made prifoners 
at Yurac, were ftill in the French camp, and in 
treaty to turn to the French party. Sir Thomas 
Feltonwas not folicited fo to do, as he was an 
Englifh man, but had his ranfom fixed by his maf- . 
ter, fir William de Lignac, to whom he paid thirty 
thoufand francs, and obtained his liberty : but this 
was not immediately" fettled. 

After much negociating, the four Gafcon barons 
turned to the French: they engaged, on their 
faith and honour, that themielves and their vaffals 
would ever after remain good Frenchmen; for 
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which reafon the duke of Anjou gave them their 
liberties. 

The fords de Duras and de Rofem left the 
duke with a good underftanding, intending to vifit 
their own eftates : the lords de Mucident and de 
Langurant remained with the army, and were 
gracioufly treated by the duke of Anjou, with 
whom they frequently dined and fupped. 

The firft mentioned lords thought the duke very 
obliging in thus lightly allowing them to depart, 
which indeed he afterwards repented, as he had 
good reafon. Thefe two lords, when on their road 
converfing together, faid ; ' How can we ferve 
the duke of Anjou and the French, when we have 
hitherto been loyal Englilh ? It will be much better 
for us to deceive the duke of Anjou than the king 
of England, our natural lord, and who has always 
been fo kind to us.' This they adopted, and refolved 
to go to Bourdeaux, to the fenefcbal des Landes, 
fir William Helman, and allure him that their 
hearts would never fuffer them to become good 
Frenchmen. 

The two barons conrinued their journey to 
Bourdeaux, where they were joyfully received: 
for they had not then heard any thing of their 
treaties with the duke of Anjou. 

The feneTchal des Landes and the mayor of 
Bourdeaux were inquifitive after news, and what 
fums they had paid for their ranfoms. They faid, 
that through conftraint and threats of death, the 
duke of Anjou had forced them to turn to the 
French : but added, * Gendemen, we will truly 
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tell yoii,. that before we took the < oath, Wfc ft* 

ferved in our hearts our faith to our natural lord 

the king of England ; ahdj for any thing we hkvd 

faid or done, will we never become Frehch* 

men.* 

The knights from England were iiiuch pleafed 

With thefe words, and declared they had acquitted 

themfelves loyally towards their lord. 

Five days afterwards, n£ws was brought to the 

duke of Anjou and the army before Caftillon, that . 

the lords 'de Duras and de Rofem had turned td 
j the Englifh, which very much aftohiflied the duke* 

the conftable and the other barons. The duke 
then fent to the lords de Mucidtnt atld de.Langu- 
i*ant, told them What he had heard* and afked 
what they thotight of it : theft barons, Who- were 
exceedingly veked, replied; c My lord* if they 
'have broken their faith, we will riot belie -burs J 
and that which' we have faid and fworn to you we 
Will loyally keep, nor lhall the contrary be ever 
reproached to us ; for by valo&r tod gallant deeds 
of arms have your party conquered us, tod wci 
will therefore remain fteady in our obedience- to 
you/ 

c I believe jrou-firihly,' faid the duke 6f Anjou j 
c and I fwear by God firft, and then by tny lord 
and brother, that oil leaving this place, we will 
not undertake any one thing- before We have be-* 
fieged the towns of Duras tod Rofem. 9 

Things remained in this ftate $ that is to fay/ 
the duke of Anjoii much enraged at the conduct 
of the two Gafcon barons> tod the (lege continuing 

before 
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before Caftillon. The town and caftle of Caftillon> 
on the Dordonne, was a town and inheritance of 
the captal de Buch, whom the king of France had 
detained in prifon at Paris. 



CHAP. LXVI. 



CASTILLON, SAUVETERRE AND SEVERAL OTHER 
PLACES IN GA5CQNY SURRENDER TO THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU. 



TT\URING the time Caftillon was befieged, 
*-* there was a great famine, in fo much that 
for money there was difficulty in getting provi- 
fions. The French were forced to march twelve 
or fifteen leagues for forage for the army, and in 
going and returning they ran great rifks j for there 
were many caftjes and EngHlh garrifons on the 
frontiers, from whence they fallied forth and 
formed ambufcades ; or they waited in the narrow 
pafTes and defiles } and whenever they found 
themfelves the ftrongeft, they fell upon the French 
foragers, killed and wounded them, and carried 
off their forage. For this reafon, they never could 
forage but in large bodies. 

The fiege of Caftillon was carried on with much 
vigour, and the garrilbn fo harafled by aflaults 
and engines that they furrendered, on their lives 
and fortunes being (pared. The men at arms 

Vol. IV. Y marched 
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rtarchecl'otat, and as many more as chofe to leave 
it, and Wfcnt to St. Macaire*, where th*re is a 
gotad ciftle and ftrong town. , 

On the furrender of Caftillon, the duke of 
Anjou received the fealty and homage of the in- 
habitants, and renewed the officers : he appointed 
as governor of it a knight from Touraine, called 
fir James de Montmartin. 

* When they were about to march from Caftillon, 
they called a council to confider whither they fhould 
gb- next j^ihid it was determined to advance to- 
wards Si. Marine; but> as feveral fmall forts were 
fcattered about the country before they, could ar- 
rive there, it was not thought proper to leave 
theft ift their rear on account of the fbt&ger^ 
They therefore, on quitting Caftillon, marched to 
Sauveterref, which they befieged. 

Other intelligence was brought, nefpeftingthe 
lords de Duras and de Rofefrn, dffferent from 
what had been at firft reported* that' ii> truth 
they were at Bourdeaux, but it was not. known on 
what terms. i • / 

This news was fpread through the att&y, and 
was fo public as to come to the ears o#< die lords 
de MuckJent and de Langurant: they mentioned 
it to the lordde Coueyand fir Peter deBueil, 
whom they were defirous to intereft in excafiifg 
thofc knights, adding that it "was very fimple to 
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* St. Macaire,— <t city in Guyenne* on the Garqane, nine 
leagues from Bourdeaux. 

f Sauveterre,— a town in Gafcony, diocefe of Qoxhalige*. 
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believe fiich tales fo lightly told. They replied, 
they would willingly undertake to fpeak to- the 
duke, who told them he fhould be very happy to 
find the contrary true to what he had heard. 
The affair remained in this ftate, and the fiege of 
Sauveterre continued. 

The town of Sauveterre held out only for three 
days ; for the knight who was governor furren- 
dered it to the duke, on condition of himfelf, 
his troops, with their fortunes, being fpared. By 
thefe means they marched and came before 
St. Bazile, a good town, which immediately fur- 
rendered, and put itfelf under the obedience of 
the king of France. 

They then advanced to Montfegur*, which 
they attacked on their arrival, but did not gain it 
on chis firft attempt. They encamped and re- 
freftied themfelves for the night. On the morrow, 
they prepared for the aftault, and thofe within, 
feeing they were in earneft, began to be greatly 
alarmed, and called a council, wherein it was 
at- lad determined that they would offer to fur- 
render on having their lives and fortunes fpared ; 
and upon thefe terms they were received. 

The French marched away to another good 
walled town, fituated between St. Maca'ire and la 
Reole, called Auberoche. They were four days 
before they could gain it, which was done by ca- 
pitulation. The French then advanced to St. Ma- 
caire. 



• A village faiGafcony, election of Landes. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 

% THE DUKE OF ANJOU TAKES THE TOWN ANQ 
CASTLE OF ST.MACAJRE By CAPITULATION,— 
THE TOWN OF DURAS BY STORM, BUT THE 
CASTLE RECEIVES QUARTER. 

/ T S HE; army of the duke of Anjou was daily 
* incrtafing from all quarters ; for fuch knights 
.and fquires as were defirous of renown came to 
wait on him, and to ferve him. The fiege was 
formed before St. Macaire in a very handfome 
manner ; . for thofe men at arms had retreated 
thither who had quitted the garrifons which had 
furrendered. The town, therefore, had been 
gready reinforced, and better guarded. There 
were many grand aflaults and ikirmilhes, as well 
before the town as at the barriers. 

Whilft the fiege was going forward, the duke 
of Anjou and the conftable of France ordered the 
leaders of the different corps to make excurfions 
in various parts. Large detachments, therefore, 
fet out, under the orders of the marfhal of France, 
fir Perceval de Marneil and fir William de Mon- 
contour. 

1 Thefe. detachments remained for fix days in the 
field, took feveral towns and fmall caftles, and put 
all the furrounding country under the fubje&ion 
of the tf^fcg of France. None went out to op- 
jpofc them, for the whole country was almoft 

empty 
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empty of men at arms attached to the Englifli, 
and the few who were there fled towards Bourdeaux. 
When they had finiihed their expeditions, they re- 
turned to the army. 

The inhabitants of St. Macaire knew well that 
they could not hold out for a long time : and the 
befiegers promifed them every day, that if they 
fuffered themfelves to be taken by ftorm, they 
mould all without mercy be put to death. They 
began to be doubtful left their career might ter- 
minate in this cruel manner, and fecretly opened 
a treaty with the French to furrender, on their 
lives and fortunes being fpared. 

The men at arms in St. Macaire had intelligence 
of this, and fufpefting the inhabitants might per- 
haps form fome treaty inimical to them, they re- 
tired into the caftle, which was large and ftrong, 
and built to ftand a good fiege, taking with them 
all (heir own wealth, and a good deal of pillage 
from the town. Upon this, the inhabitants fur- 
rendered their town to the king of France. 

The duke of Anjou received intelligence during 
the fiege of St. Macaire, that his lady the duchefs 
had been brought to bed of a fon at Touloufe. 
The duke and the whole army were much re- 
joiced at this event, and their warlike heroifm was 
greatly increafed. 

The men at arms entered the town, for it had 
large and handfome houfes, in which they refreflied 
themfelves, as they had wherewithal, the town 
being well provided with every fort of pro- 
vifion. 

Y3 The 
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The caftle was furroundcd on all fides, and en- 
gines ere&ed before it, which call fuch large 
ftones as greatly aftonifhed the garrifon. Whilft 
this fiege was carrying on, true intelligence was 
brought refpedting the lords de Duras and de 
Rofem, by two heralds who declared they had 
turned to the Englifh. Qn hearing this the duke 
laid, c Let me but gain St. Macaire, and I will 
immediately march and lay fiege to £)ura$.' He 
ordered the attacks on the caftle to be renewed 
with greater vigour, for he was nqt willing tq 
leave it in his rear. 

The garrifon feeing themfelvcs thus attacked^ 
witthout any hopes of fuccour, and knowing that 
the duke <and conftable were determined to ha vc 
them by fair or foul means, thought they 
- ihould aft wifely if they entered into a treaty, 
which they accomplifhed, and delivered up the 
caftle, on their lives and fortunes being fparcd, 
and on being conducted to Bourdeaux, Thus did 
the town and caftle of St. Macaire become 
French. 

The duke of Anjou took poffeffion of it, ap- 
pointed a governor, and then decamped with his 
whole army, taking the road towards Duras. 

The army continuedits march until it came be- 
fore Dura*, when an attack was immediately or* 
dercd. The men at arms made themfelvcs ready, 
and the crofs-bowraen, well fhielded, advanced to 
% the town ; fome of whom had provided them*? 
ielves with ladders, in order the more ^afily to 
fcale the walls. 

This 
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This attack was very fevere, and thpfe /who had 
mounted tfie walls fought hand to hand with their 
opponents: fo many gallant deeds were done by 
each party, that it lafted the greater part of "the 
day. 

When they had thus well fought for a length of 
time, the marfhals ordered the trympets to found 
a retreat, and every man retired to his quarters 
for the night. In the mean time, fir Alain de la 
Haye, and fir Alain de St. Pol, arrived at the 
army with a large troop of Bretoni, who had 
marched towards Libournc;*, and had attacked ah 
Englifh garrifon at Cadillacf, which they had 
taken by ftorm, and (lain all within it. . 

On the morrow morning, the duke orderedl 
the ftorming to be renewed, and that each man 
fhould exert himfelf to the utmoft. He had it 
alfo proclaimed by a herald, that whoever fhould 
firft enter Duras fhould receive five hundred francs. 

The defire of gaining this reward made many 
poor companions come forward, ^add^rs were 
placed againft the walls in various places, andth? 
attack began in earneft ; for the young Jcnjghts 
and fquires, who were eager for renown, did not 
fpare themfel ves, but fought with a thorough good 
will. 



• Libourne,— a city of Gttyenpe on the Docdon&e* ten 
leagues froin Bourdcaux. . 

f Cadillac—- a towH'in Guyenne, feyen league? irom Bpur- 
deaux. k 

Y 4 . The 
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Th? lord dc Langurant had afcendcd a ladder, 
with his fword in his hand, and fought hard to 
enter the town the firft, not indeed for the five 
hundred francs, but to illuftrate his name ; for he 
was exceedingly angry that the lord de Diiras had 
fo lightly turned to the Engliftn The lord de 
Langurant, as I muft fay, performed fuch deeds 
that his own people as well as ftrangers were 
quite aftoniihed therewith, and advanced fo far 
that his life was in great jeopardy ; for thofe 
within fide the walls tore off the helmet from his 
head, and ^dth it the hood, lo that he would in* 
cvitably have been fiain, if his own fquire, who 
followed him clofe, had not covered him with his 
target. Xhc knight defcended the ladder by de- 
grees, but he received in his defcent feveral heavy 
blows on the target. He was much ^ft^emed for 
this afiault, by all thofe who faw him. 

In another part, fir Triftan de Roye and fir 
Perceval d'Ayvenal, mounted on ladders, fought 
moft valoroufly ; and ajfo fir John de Jumont and 
fir John de Rofay, where each for his part did 
wonders in arms. On the battlements was the 
lord de Seriel, mounted on a ladder, fighting gal- 
laqdy hand to hand with thofe on the infide ; and 
all who faw him faid, that if any one was likely to 
have the advantage of firft entering the town, he 
was in the road fo to do. 

This knight did not thus adventure himfelf for 
profit, but for glory ; however, as fortune is ha- 
zardous, he was (truck down with fbch force by a 

fword, 
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fword, that he tumbled into the ditch, and broke 
his neck. In fuchwife died this knight. 

The fame fate attended a fquire from Brittany, 
who bore for his arms two chevrons gules, che- 
quered with or, argent, and azur. This vexed 
the conftable fo much that he ordered the aflail- 
ants to be reinforced, and the fight continued with 
more vigour than before. The lord de Mucident 
proved himfelf an able knight, and fhewed he was 
indeed a Frenchman from the manner in which he 
aflaulted. 

The town of Duras was taken by ftorm, and the 
firft perfons who entered it were fir Triftan de 
Roye and fir John de Rofay. When the men at 
arms in Duras faw that the town mult be loft, they 
retreated into the caftle, leaving the reft to its fate. 
Thus was Duras taken, and all found in it were 
put to death. The men at arms retired to their 
quarters, where they dilarmed themfelves, and 
took their eafc, having plenty of provifion with 
them. 

On the morrow morning, the conftable of 
France, attended by the marftial, mounted their 
horfes, and rode to the caftle to reconnoitre, and 
fee on which fide they could beft attack it. Hav- 
ing well examined it, they found it was rnarvel- 
loufiy ftrong, and faid, that without a very lone 
fiege, it would not be eafily taken : on their re- 
turn, they related this to the duke of Anjou. 
'That does not fignify,' replied the duke, 'fori 
have faid and fworn, that I would not ftir from 
hence until I ftiould have this caftle under my 
obedience.' 
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obedience.' c And. you (hall not forfwear ypurfelfr 
anfwered the fconftable. 

« 

Engines were diredtty pointed againft the caftle, 
as they were ready on the fpot. When thofe 
within faw the great preparations that were making 
againft them, as well by thofe in the town as by 
the French, and that the attack would be feverc, 
and probably fatal to theiri, they thought it ad- 
vifable to enter into a negotiation. _ They opened 
a treaty with the canftable, who agreed to lpaw 
their lives and fortunes on their furrendering the 
caftle. The duke of Anjou was therefore advifed 
by the ponftable not to fatigue or hurt his men, 
but to grant them quarter, which he did. On the 
third day they marched out of the caftle, and 
were condu&ed whither they wifhed to go, and the 
conftable took pofieflion of it; but I beUeve the 
.duke of Anjou ordered it to be razed to thf 
ground. 



CHAP.LXVm. 

THE DUKE OF ANJOU RETURNS TO THE DUCHESS 
AT TOULOUSE, AND THE CONSTABLE TO THE 
KING OF FRANCE.— r-EVAN OF WALES LAYS 
SIEGE TOMORTAINSUR M£R» 

# 

A FTER the conqueft of the town and caftle 
■**"of Duras, the duke of Anjou orderecj.flr 
John de Jumont, fir Triftan de Roye, and fir 

" " / John 



John de Rofay, to remain in the town of Landu- 
rant* (for the lord of it had turned to the French 
Juice he had been made prifoner at the battle of 
Yurac), with one hundred good fpears to guard 
the frontiers againft the Bourdelois : he himfelf 
wifhed to return to Touloufe to fee his duchefs, 
who had been delivered of a handfome boy, for 
he was defirous of holding a grand feail at Tou- 
loufe to celebrate this event. 

He therefore ordered men at arms to the dif- 
ferent towns and caftles which he had conquered. 
On difmiffing Evan of Wales, he faid to him ; 
f You will take under your command the Bretons, 
Poitevins, and Angevins, with whom you will 
march into Poitou, and lay fiege to Mortain fur 
mer, which the lord de l'Eftradef holds j and do 
not quit the place for any orders which you may 
receive in the king's name until you have had 
pofieffion of it j for it is a garrifon that has done 
us much mifchief.' 

* My lord,' replied Evan * as far as (hall be 
in my power I will loyally obey you.' The duke, 
the conftable, and the lord de Coucy, then or- 
dered all thofe who were to accompany Evan into 
Poitou. Upon this, full five hundred good men 
at arms left the duke, and took the road to Sain- 
tonge, in order to advance towards St. Jean d'An- 
geli. 



• Landurant, — ihould be Landiras,— a town in Guyenne, 
near Bourdeaux. William Shaltoo was lord of Landirans.— 
See Rolles Gafconnej. 

+ The fouldkh de 1'Eflrade.— See Anflis. 

The 
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The 4uke of Anjou, the cohftable of France, 
the lord de Coucy, the marfhal of France, fit 
John and fir Peter de Bueil, returned to Touloufe, 
where they found the duchefs newly redovered 
from her lying-in. On this event there were very 
great rejoicings and feaftings at Touloufe. 

The conftable and the lord de Coucy then re- 
turned to Paris ; the marfhal de Sancerre into 
Auvergne, to aflift the dauphin of Auvergne and 
the barons of that country, who were carrying-on 
die war againft the Englifh that had remained in 
Limoufin, Rouergue, and oh the borders of Au- 
vergne. 

Let us now fay fomething of Evan of Wales, 
how he laid ftege at this feafon to Mortain, and 
how he haraffed its garrifon. Evan of Wales, 
being defirous of obeying the orders of the duke 
of Anjou, (for he knew well that whatever the 
duke did was by the directions of the king of 
France his brother, as he had paid all the ex* 
penfes of the different expeditions he had made) 
had advanced as far as Saintes. He had halted to 
refrefh himfelf and his companions in that rich' 
country between Saintes and Poitou, and in the 
beautiful meads which are on the banks'" of the 
rivers in thofe parts. Many knights and fquires" 
of Poitou were with him, fuch as the lords de 
Pons, de Touars, de Vivarois, the lord James de 
Surgeres, and feveral more. On the other hand, 
from Brittany and Normandy, were fir Maurice de 
Trifiquedi, fir Alain de la Houflaye, fir Alain de 
St. Pol, fir Perceval d'Ayncval, fir William dc 

Montcontopr, 
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Montcoutour, the lord de Mommor, and Morelet 
his brother. 

Thefe troops, when ordered, marched away, 
and laid liege to Mortain. The caftle is fituatcd 
on the Garonne, near to and below its embou- 
chure with the lea : it is the handfomeft and 
ftrongeft fort in all the borders of the countries of 
Poitou, laRochelle, and Saintonge. 

When Evan of Wales, the barons and knights 
were arrived there, they formed the fiege very 
prudendy, and provided themfelves by little and 
little with every thing they wanted; for they were 
well aware that they could never conquer the caftle 
by ftorm, but that it rnuft be won by diftrelfing 
the garrilon with famine and a long blockade. 

Evan, therefore, ordered four block-houfes to be 
erected, fo that no provifion could enter the place 
by fea or by land. 

At times the young knights and fquires who 
wiflied to difplay their courage, advanced to the 
barriers of the caftle, and Jkirmiihed with the 
garrifon. Many gallant deeds were there per- 
formed. 

There was a knight in Mortain called the foul- 
dich, who was from Gafcony, a valiant knight and 
able man at arms, whole orders they obeyed as if 
he had been their governor. The caftle was plen- 
tifully fupplied with wines and provifion, but they 
were in great want of feveral fmaller neceflaries. 
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CHAP. LXIX. * 

• - 

KINO CHARLES OP' FRANCE INSTIGATES THE 
SCOTS TO MAKE WAR. ON ENGLAND.-— THE 
SCOTS TAKE THE CASTLE OF BERWICK. 

XTING Charles of France, notwithftanding he 
"• always refided at Paris, or. at 'various .other 
places in France which pleafed; him more, and 
chat he never bore arms himfelf, kept up a Very 
fharp war againft his enemies die Englilhi. He 
had formed alliances, as well in die empire as with 
the adjoining kingdoms, in a greater degree than the 
four or five preceding kings of France had ever 
done. He paid great attendpns to all from whom 
he thought he fhould derive any affiftance; and 
becaufe king Richard of England was young, and 
his kingdom unfettlcd, he had font to renc* his 
alliance with the Scots, and with their king, Ro- 
bert Stuart, who had fucceeded his uncle king 
David Bruce, and to excite them to make war 
upon the Englifh, fo that they fhould be difabled 
from eroding the feas. 

Upon this, king Robert, after the death of 
Edward and the coronation of Richard, aflemblcd 
his council at Edinburgh, where he had fum- 
moned the greater part of thofe barons and knights 
from whom he looked for afliftance. He remon*. 
fixated with them againft the Englifh for having in 
former times done them much mifchitf by burn- 
ing 



\ 
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ing, their country, ; razing their caftles, killing and 
ranfoming the inhabitants : that the time was aow^ 
arrived when they might revenge themfelves for 
all thefe difgfaces ; as king Edward was deceafed, 
who had been f<? fuccefsful againft them, and a 
young ki^g wa$ now on the throne. 

The barons of Scodand and the young knigjits 
prefent, bejrig deficpys of advancing; themfelves 
and revenging the injuries which, the^nglifh had, 
formerly done to their country, repli#I unaqlf 
njoyfly, that theytwere; willing and pjep^red to inr. 
vade England, either to-day ;or. tpymorrow, or. 
whenever he pleafed. r^ ,■;■*,. 

Thus anfwer was very agreeable, to the king of 
Scotjand, who r returned thorn his thanks for. it. 

Fp^r earls were appointed captains of men at 
arms j, gamely,, the carl of Douglas> : the $arl ot 
Moray,, the earl of Mar and the earl of Suther- 
land; fir Archibald Douglas conftable of Scot- 
land, and fir Robert de Verfi* marfhal of the, 
whole army. 

, Summons were immediately iflued for the af- 
fembling of the fprces by a certain. day in the 
Merfe, which is the country- bordering on England. 
Whilft this fummotts was obeying, a valiant fquire 
of ^Scotland, named Alexander Ramfay, fet off 
with forty men from his company> determined to 
perform a gallant e/iterprize* They, were all well 
mounted, and, having rode the whole night through 
bye roads, came to Berwick nearly at day-break. ' 



• Sir Robert de Verfi. Q^ 

A fquire 
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A fquire attached to the earl of Northumber- 
land, called William Biffet, was governor of the 
town of Berwick ; and a very able knight, called 
fir Robert Abeton*, was corrf^able of die caftle. 

1 When the Scots were arrived near Berwick, 
they concealed themfelves, and fent a fpy to ob- 
serve the ftate of the caftle* Thri Ipy entered it 
as far as the ditches, wherein there was not any 
water, nor indeed could any be retained in them, 
for they were of moving fands : he looked about 
him on all* fides, but did not fee a foul : upon 
which, he' returned baifk to his readers* 
. Alexander Ramfay direftly advanced with his 
companions, without fpeakihg a word, and patfed 
the ditches : they had brought good ladders with 
them, which they placed againft the walls. Alex- 
ander was the firft who mounted them fword in 



* Sir Robert Abeton— lir Robert Boynton. Dr. Fuller, in 
his hiltory of Berwick, 179^ fays, ' that feven Intrepid Scotf* 
men in 1 377 took pofleflion of Berwick caftle by ftorm in the 
night, and continued matters of it for eight days, though it 
was befieged by feven thoofand Englilh archers and three thou- 
fand cavalry, and only loft two of their number, which had in- 
creafed to forty-eight when they wei$ fubdued. Notwithftand- 
ing this heroic achievement, they were all pat to the fword. 

* Upon entering the caftle, they killed the governor, fir Ro- 
bert Boynton, but liberated his lady for two thousand marks. 

* When the earl of Northumberland fummoned thefe heroes 
to furrender, they boldly replied ; 

« That they would not yield it either to the kings of England 
or Scotland, but would retain and defend it for the king of 
France.' 

No authority is mentioned. 

hand, 



hand, and entered the caftle followed by his men 
without any oppofition. 

When they had all entered, they haftened to the 
great tower where fir Robert Boynton flept, and 
began to cut down the door of it with the axes 
they had brought. The governor was fuddenly 
awakened : he had flept all the night, and kept 
but a poor watch, for which he paid dear. He 
heard the door of his chamber broken, and thought 
it might to done by fome of his own men who 
wanted to murder him, becaufe he had quarrelled 
with them the preceding week. With this idea, 
he opened a window which looked on the ditches, 
leaped out of it without further confideration, and 
thus broke his neck and died on the fpot. 

The guards of the caftle, who towards day- 
break had been afleep, awakened by his groans, 
fuund the caftle had been fcaled and taken : they 
began to found their trumpets, and to cry out, 
' Treafon ! treafon !' 

John Bifiet, the governor of Berwick, on hear- 
ing their cries, armed himftlf, as well as all the 
able men of the town, and advanced toward the 
caftle, when they plainly heard the noife of the 
Scots ; but they could not gain entrance, for the 
gates were fliut, and the draw-bridge raifed. Upon 
this, John Billet, having confidcred a lhort time, 
faid to thofe with him ; ' Come quickly : let us 
break down the fupports of the bridge, fo that 
none can fally out, nor get away without danger 
from us.' 

Vol. IV. Z They 
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( They foon got hatchets and wedges, and the 
fupports of the gate next the town were de- 
ftroyed. , John BifTet fent off a meffenger to the 
lord Percy at Alnwick, which is but twelve fhort 
leagues off, to rcqueft he would come imme- 
diately to his affiftance with all his forces, for 
that Berwick caftle had been taken by the Scots. 
He alfo faid to Thomelin Friant*, who was the 
perfon he fent ; c Tell my lord of Percy the 
ftate you have left me in, and how the Scots are 
{hut up in the caftle, and cannot get away, unlefs 
they leap the walls ; fo let him haften here as faft 
as he poffibly can.' 

Alexander Ramfay and his men having fcalcd 
the caftle of Berwick, thought they had done won- 
ders, as in truth they had : they would have been 
matters of the town, if John Biffet had not adted 
fo prudently, and (lain whomever they pleafed, or 
fhut them up in the tower, for fuch was their in- 
tention : they faid, c Let us now go into the town ; 
it is ours; and fefce all the riches, which we will 
make the good men of the town carry away for us, 
and then we will fet fire to it, for it cannot now 
make any refiftance : in three or four days time, 
fuccours will come from Scotland* fo that we lhall 
five all our pillagfc : and on our departure we will 
fet the caftle on tire, and by thefe means repay 
our hofts.' All his companions aflented, for they 
were eager for gain. They tightened on their 



* Thomelin Friant. Q^ 
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arms, and each grafped a fpear, for they had 
ifrund plenty in the caftle, and> < opening the gate, 
let down the draw-bridge. When the bridge was 
let down* the chains which fupported it broke j for 
the pillars on which it fhould have refted were 
deftroyed, and the, planks carried i^to the town. 

When Johil Biflet, and the inhabitants who 
were there affembled, faw them, they began 
fhouting out, c Oh what, are you there ? kfcep 
where you are, for you fhall npt go away for a 
certainty without pur permiffiofu' 

Alexander Ramfay, feeing their appearance, 
Toon found they intended to keep them confined in 
the caftle, and that they muft get away as well as 
they could: he therefore (hut the gates, to avoid 
their arrows, and ordered his people to inclofe 
rhemfelves within, intending to defend the caftle. 
They flung all the dead into the ditches,, and 
lhut up the prifoners in a tower. They thought 
the place was full ftrong enough to hQld out until . 
fuccours fhould come from Scotland, for the ba- 
rons and knights were^flcmbling in the Merfe and 
in that neighbourhood : the earl of, Douglas ha.d 
even left Dalkeith, and arrived at, Dunbar, 

We will now return, to the fquire whom John 
Biflet fent to Alnwick, and fpeak of his arrival, 
and of the information he gave to th£ earl of 
Northumberland, 
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CHAP. LXX. 

THE EARL OF NORTHUMBERLAND RETAKES THE 

CASTLE OE BERWICK. 

T^HOMEUN Friant made hafte until he ar- 
** rived at Alnwick, and entered the caftle 
from the knowledge he had of it ; for it was fo 
early that the earl of Northumberland was not out 
of bed. Having arrived at his bcdfide to (peak to 
him, for the bufinefs was very prefling, he faid ; 
c My lord, the Scots have this morning taken 
Berwick caftle by furprife ; and the governor of 
the town fends me to inform you of it, as you are 
the lieutenant of ail thefe countries/ 

When the earl heard this news, he made every 
poflible hafte to order fuccour to Berwick : he 
fent off letters and meflengers to all knights and 
fquires of Northumberland, and to thole from 
whom he expe&cd any afiiftance, defiring them 
to repair to Berwick without delay, and informing 
them that he was marching thither to befiegc the 
Scots, who had conquered the caftle. 

This fumraons was foon fpread over the coun- 
try, and every man at arms, knight, 1 qui re and 
crofs-bowman left their houfes. The lord Ne- 
ville, the lord Lucy, the lord Gaftop*, the lord 
Stafford, the lord de Bkllcsf, the governor of 



* Gaftop. CL jBIelks. CL Bellafis. 
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Newcaftle, and a right valiant and expert man at 
arms, called fir Thomas Mufgrave, were there; 
but the earl of Northumberland firft arrived at 
Berwick with his people ; and forces daily came 
thither from all parts. 

They were in the wfaole about ten thotifand men, 
who furrounded the caftle fo clofely on all fides ' 
that a bird could not have efcaped from it without 
being feen. The Englifh began to form mines, 
the fooner to accomplifh their purpofe againft the 
Scots and regain the caftle'. 

Intelligence was brought to the barons and 
knights of Scotland, that the earl of Northum- . 
berland, with the chivalry of that country, were 
befieging their countrymen in Berwick caftle : they 
therefore determined to march thither, raife the 
fiege and reinforce the caftle, for they confidered 
what Alexander Ramfay had performed as a mofl: 
gallant achievement. Sir Archibald Douglas, the 
conftable, faid> 'Alexander is my coufin, and 
it is his high birth that has caufed him to under- 
take and execute fo bold a feat as the taking of 
Berwick caftle ; it behoves us to do all in our power • 
to aflift him in this bufinefs, and if we can raife 
the fiege it will be to us of great value : I am of 
opinion, therefore, that we march thither.' He 
immediately ordered part of the army to remain 
behind, and the reft to advance toward Berwick. 

He chofe five hundred lances from the flower of 
the Scots army, and fet off well mounted and in 
good order, taking the road to' Berwick. 

Z 3 ... The 
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The Englifti who were before Berwick with t?n 
thoufand inen, including archersj fpon heard how 
the Scots intended to raife the fiege and reinforce 
the garrifon : they called a council, and refolved 
to extend tfieir ground, to yrait for them an4 
offer battle, as they were anxious to, meet them. 

The earl of Northumberland orcfered all to pre- 
pare themfelvcs, and march into the plain to be 
inuftered, when they were found to amount to. 
full three thoufand men at arms and feven thou- 
fandarchers. \ ' 

\Vhen the ear} faw his army fo numerous, he 
faid ; c Let us keep to this ground, for we are able 
to combat all the force Scotland can %id againft 
us.* They encamped on an extenfiye heath, with- 
out the walls of Berwick, in tvyo battalions and in 
good ^rray. 

This luid been fparcely done an hour before they 
percived fome of the fcouts of the Scots army 
advancing, but too well mounted to be attacked by 
the Englifti ; however, fome Englifti knights and 
(quires would have been glad to have quitted their 
line to have checked their carter, but the earl faid, 
€ Let them alone, an4 allow their main body to. 
come up : if they have any inclination for the com- 
bat, they will themfelves advance nearer to us.' 

The Englifti remained very quiet, fo that the 
Scots fcouts came fo clofe they were able to recon- 
noitre their tw6 battalions and judge of how many 
men they were compofed. When they had fuf- 
ficiently obferved them, they returned to their lords, 
and related what they had feen, faying ; 'My 

lords, 
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lords, we have advanced fo near to the Englifti 
that we have fully reconnoitred them: we can 
tell yog, they are waiting for you, drawn up in 
two handfome battalions, on the plain before the 
town : each battalion may confifl: of five thoufand 
men : you will therefore confider this well. We 
approached them fo clofe that they knew us for 
Scots fcoutsj but they made not the fmalleft 
attempt to break their line to purfue us,' 

When fir Archibald Douglas and the Scots 
knights heard this account, they were quite me- 
lancholy, and faid j c We cannot think it will be 
any way profitable for us to advance further to 
meet the Englifh ; for they are ten to one, and 
all tried men : we may lofe more than we can gain : 
and a foolifh enterprize is never good, and fuch is 
what Alexander Ramfay has performed.' 

Sir WUliam Lindfay, a valiant knight; and uncle 
to Alexander Ramfay, took great pains to perfuade 
them to fuccour his nephew, faying ; c Gentle^ 
men, my nephew, in confidence of your afiiftance, 
has performed this gallant deed, and taken Berwick 
caftle. It will turn to your great fhame, if he 
fhould, be loft, and none of our family in future 
will thus boldly adventure ^hemfelve$. , 

Thofe preftnt aniwered, c That they could not 
amend it, and that the many gallant men who were 
there could not be expefted to rifle their own de<- 
ftru6tion in the attempt to prevent a fingje fquirc 
from being made prifoner.' It was therefore de- 
termined to retreat further up in their own country 

Z 4 among 



among the mountains near the river Tweed, whither 
they marched in good order and at their leifure. 

When the earls of Northumberland and Notting- 
ham, and the other barons of England, found the 
Scots were not advancing, they fent off (bouts to 
enquire what was become of them, who brought 
back intelligence that they had retreated towards 
the Merfe beyond the cattle of Roxburgh*. 

On hearing this, each man retired quiedy to 
his quarters, where they kept a drift guard until 
the morrow morning about fix o'clock, when they 
all made themfelves ready for the attack of the 
cattle. The affault immediately began : it was 
very fevcre, and continued until the afternoon. 
Never did fo few men as the Scots defend them- 
felves (b well, nor was ever cattle . more briflcly 
attacked ; for there were ladders raifed againft dif- 
ferent parts of the walls, in which men at arms 
afcended with targets over their heads, and fought 
hand to hand with the Scots. In confequence, 
many were (truck down and hurled into the ditches. 
What moft annoyed the Scots were the Englifh 
archers, who (hot fo briflcly that fcarcely any one 
dared to appear on the bulwarks. This aflauk 
was continued until die Englifh entered the cattle, 
when they began to flay all they could lay hands 
on : none efcaped death except Alexander Ram- 
fay, who was made prifoner by the earl of 
Northumberland. 



There feems fome miifyke of geography here. 
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In this manner was Berwick caftle regained. 
The earl of Northumberland appointed J ohn Biflet 
conftable thereof, a very valiant fquire, through 
whofe means, as you have already heard* it had 
been reconquered. He had every part of it re- 
paired, and the bridge which he had broken down 
rcftored. 



CHARLXXL 

THE EARLSOF NORTHUMBERLAND AND NOTTING- 
HAM ENTER SCOTLAND WITH A LARGE ARMY. 

A FTER the re-capture of Berwick caftle, the 
"**■ earls of Northumberland and Nottingham, 
the two moft powerful barons of the army, de- 
termined to make an excurfion after their enemies, 
and if they could find them to offer them batde. 
As they had rcfolved, fo did they execute : early 
on a morning they marched away taking the road 
to Roxburgh up Tweedfide. When they had 
marched about three leagues, they called a council, 
and the two earls thought it advifeable to lend a 
detachment to Melrofe, a large monaftery of black 
monks, fituated on the Tweed, which is the 
boundary of the two kingdoms, to know if any 
Scots were lying thereabouts in ambufcade ; whilft 
they with the main body would march into the 
Merfe > by which means they would not fail of 
hearing fome news of the Scots. , 

That 
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That valiant knight fir Thomas Mufgrave was. 
appointed commander of this detachment : it con* 
fifted of three hundred men at arms and a§ many 
archers, They left the army, which* on the re- 
paration, took a different route, one marching to 
the right and the other to the left. Sir Thomas 
$nd his fon rode on to Melrofe, where they arrived 
at an e^rly hour, and took up their quarters, to 
refrefh themfetves and their horfes, as well as to 
make enquiries after the Scottilh army. 

They ordered twaof their fquires, well mounted, 
to, ride over the country, to endeavour to find out 
the fituation of the Scots, and in what order they 
were. Thefe two fquires, on leaving their com- 
manders, continued their route until they fell into 
an ambufcade of the Scots, commanded by f\x 
William Lindfay, who had polled himfelf in hopes 
of meeting with fome adventure, and to hear news 
of Berwick, and alfo what had been the fate of 
his nephew, Alexander Ramfay, and into whofe 
hands he had fallen : this he was very anxious to, 
learn : he had with him about forty lances. 

The Englilh were feized immediately on their 
entering this ambufli, which gave th>e knight very 
great pleafure* He demanded from them whence 
they came : but they were afraid of (peaking left 
they (hould betray their mufters : however, they 
were forced to be explicit, for the knight aflured 
them that he would have them beheaded, if they 
did not truly anfwer all the queftions he fhould put 
to them. 

When diings became fo ferious, and they faw 

no. 
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no means of efcaping, they related how the eaftle 
of Berwick had been regained, and all found within 
put to death except Alexander Ramfay : they ^fter* 
wards told how the earls of Northumberland and 
Nottingham were marching along Tvreedfide in 
fearch of the Scots^ $nd how fir Thomas Mufgraye, 
his fon, fir John Seton and fir Richard Breton* 
with three hundred fpears and as many archers, 
were lodged in the abbey of Melrofe, and that 
{hefe knights had fent them out to difcovcr where 
the Scots were. 

c By my troth/ replied fir Wiliam Lindfa/, 
* yoy have found us, and you will now remain 
with us.' They wtre then taken afide, and given 
up to fome of their companions, with orders ta 
guard them well under penalty of their lives. 

Sir William Lindfay inftantly fent off one of his 
men at arms, faying j c Ride to our main army, 
and tell them all you have heard, and the fituation 
of the Englifh : I will remain here until morhing, 
$o fee if any thing elfe may happen/ 

This, man at arms rode on until he came to a 
large village beyond Morlaine*, which is called 
Hondebrayt, fituated on the Tweed, among the 
mountains, were there were large meads and a 
plentiful country ; for which reafons the Scots had 
quartered themfelves there. Towards evening, 



* Morlaine. * Lambirlaw.'*— M'Pberfon's Geographical Illuf- 
trations of Scottijb Hiftory. 

f Hondebray. * It feems Hadingtoun ; and, if fo> the river 
ought to be Tine.'— M % ?htrf<mU Geog. lUuft* 

the 



348 

the fquire arrived ; and, as they knew he had 
brought fome intelligence, he was conduced to 
the earls of Douglas, Murray, Sutherland, and to 
fir Archibald Douglas, to whom he related all you 
have juft read. 

The Scots were much vexed on hearing the re- 
capture of Berwick caftle, but they were recon- 
ciled by the news of fir Thomas • Mufgrave and 
the other Englifh knights being quartered atMel- 
rofe. They determined to march inftantly, to 
diflodge their enemies, and make up from them 
for the lofs of Berwick. 

They armed themfelves, faddled their horles, and 
leftHadingtoun, advancing to the right of Melrofe, 
for they were well acquainted with the country, 
and arrived a little before midnight. But it then 
began to rain very heavily, and with fuch a violent 
wind in their faces that there was none {q ftout but 
was overpowered by the ftorm, fo that they could 
fcarcely guide their horfes : the pages fuffered fo 
much from the cold, and their comfordefs fitua- 
tion, that they could not carry the fpears, but let 
them fall to the ground : they alfo feparated from 
their companions, and loft their way. 

The advanced guard had halted, by orders of 
the conftable, at the entrance of a large wood, 
through which it was necefiary for them to pafs ; 
for fome knights and fquires who had been long 
ufed to arms faid, they were advancing foolifhly, 
and that it was not proper- to continue their courfe 
in fuch weather, and at fo late an hour, as they 
ran a rifle of lofing more than they could gain. 

They 
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They therefore concealed themfelves and their 
horfes under oaks and other large trees until it 
was day. It was a long time before they could 
make any fire from their flints and wet wood: 
however, they did fucceed, and feveral large fires 
were made; for the cold and rain laftcd until 
fun-rife, but it continued to drizzle until the hour 
of fix. Between fix and nine o'clock, the day 
began to get fomewhat warmer, the fun to fhine, 
and the larks to fing. The leaders then afiem- 
bled to confider what was beft to be done, for 
they had failed in their intentions of arriving at 
Melrofe during the night. 

They refolvcd to breakfaft in the open fields "on 
what they had, to refrefh themfelves and horfes, 
and fend out parties to forage. This was exe- 
cuted, and the greater part of their foragers fpread 
themfelves over the country and adjacent villages. 
They brought hay and corn for the horfes, and 
provifion for their mafters. 

It happened that the Englilh quartered in the 
abbey of Melrofe had that morning fent out their 
foragers, fo that the two parties met, and the 
Fnglilh had not the advantage : feveral of their 
party were (lain and wounded, and their forage 
feized. When fir Thomas Mufgrave and the Eng- 
lifh knights in Melrofe heard of it, they knew 
the Scots were not far diftant : they ordered their 
trumpets to found, and their horfes to be faddlcd, 
* whilft they armed themfelves, for they wife de- 
termined to take the field. They left the abbey 
in good order, and in handfome array. 

The 
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The Scots knights had received infortfiatioft 
from their foragers of their enemies being near: 
they therefore made all hafte to refrefh their horfes, 
to arm and draw themfelves up in order of battle, 
alongfide and under cover of the wood. They 
were full (even hundred lances* and two thoufaud 
others, whom I call lufty varlets, armed with 
hunting fpears, durks and pointed ftaves* 

The lord Archibald Douglas and his cqufin the 
ead of Douglas faid i c We cannot fail to have 
fome bufinefs fince the Englifh are abroad : Jet us 
therefore be on our guard, for we will fight with 
them if the parties be nearly equaL' They fcnt 
two of their. men at arms to obferve the order of 
the Englifh, whilft they remained fnug in their 
ambuih. v 
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CHAP. LXXIL 

SIR THOMAS MUSGRAVE AND THE ENGLISH 
UNDER JIIS COMMAND ARE DEFEATED BV 
TH& SCOTS. ' A 

CIR Thomas Mufgrave and the knights of 

Northumberland, being defirous of meeting 

the Scots on equal terms, fet out from Melrofe, 

and took the road to Morlane : they left the Tweed 

on 
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on their left hand, and, by an afccnding road, 
made for a mountain called St. Giles*. 

Two Scots fcouts were pofted there, who, hav- 
ing well confidered the Englifh, immediately fat 
off to their own troops 3 and related their obfer- 
vatbfis oft the Englifh; in what order they were 
marching, and that they had only feen three ban- 
ners and ten pennons. * 

The Scots were highly pleafed with this intelli- 
gence, and faid with a hearty good will, c In the 
name of God and St. Giles, let us march towards 
them, for they muft be our prifoners.' They 
then fhouted their war-cry, which I think Was,. 
c Douglas, St. Giles!' 

They had not advanced half a league before 
both armies cine' in fight, and each knew a 
combat was unavoidable. Upon this the earl of 
Douglas knighted his fon, and fir James Dt>ugla9 
difplayed his banner. He alfo knighted the lord 
Robert and lord David, fons of the king of Scot^ 
land, who in like manner difplayed their banners. 
There were made on the fpot about thirty knights 
in the Scottifii army, and one from Sweden, called 
fir George de Btfmede, who bore on a fhield 
argent a mill-iron gules with an indented bordure 
gules. 

On the other hand, fir Thomas Mufgrave made- 
his fon Thomas a knight with others of his houfc- 
hold. The lord Stafford and lord Gafcoyn made 
fome likewife. They drew out their archers, 



* St. Giles. Qi, this mountain. 
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polling them on their wings; and, this day, the 
Englifli cry was, c Our Lady of Arleftone !' 

The engagement then commenced with vigour, 
nd the archers by their (hooting confounded the 
men at arms; but the Scots were in fuch num- 
bers, the archers could not be every where. Ther6 
were between the knights and fquires many a tilt 
and gallant deed performed, by which feveral were 
unhorfed. 

Sir Archibald Douglas was a good knight, and 
much feared by his enemies : when near to the 
Englifli, he difmounted, and wielded before him 
an immenfe fword, whofe blade was two ells long, 
which fcarcely another could have lifted from the 
ground, but he found no difficulty in handling it, 
and gave fuch terrible ftrokes, that all on whom 
they fell, were ftruck to the ground j and there 
were none fo hardy among the Englifli able to 
withftand his blows. 

The battle was (harp and well fought as long as 
it lafted ; but that was not any length of time, 
for the Scots were three to one, and men of tried 
valour. I do not fay but the EngliQi defended 
themfclves valiantly: in the end, however, they 
were defeated, and fir Thomas Mufgrave, his fon, 
with feveral other knights and fquires, made pri- 
foners. The Scots took feven fcore good pri- 
foners ; and the purfuit lafted as far as the river 
Tweed, where numbers were (lain. 

The .Scots, after this vi&ory, refolved to march 
ftraight for EdinBurgh, as they learnt from their 
prifoners that the earls of Northumberland and 

Nottingham 
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Nottingham were in the neighbourhood on the 
Other Tide of the Tweed, on their" road to Rox- 
burgh, and that they were in fufEcient numbers 
to engage with all the force the Scots could bring 
againft them : on which account, they thought they 
might as well abandon their expedition, in order 
to fave themfelves and guard their prifoners. 

They had wifely determined to retreat without 
making any halt; for, had they returned that 
evening to their former quarters, they would havp 
run a rifle of being conquered, as I fhall now 
relate. 

When the earls of Northumberland and Not- 
tingham, and the other barons of England had 
feparatcd from fir Thomas Mufgrave, they ad- 
vanced direftly towards Roxburgh. They learnt 
from their fpies, that the Scots, whom they were 
feeking to fight with, were quartered at Honde- 
bray, which pleafed them much, and they rer 
folved to have a (kirmifh with them : they were 
marching thither that fame night the enemy had left 
it : but in rained fo hard that they could not accom- 
plifh their purpofe : they therefore took up their 
quarters in the woods until the morrow, when they 
again fent out their fcouts to find where the Scots 
were, who returned, faying that they could not fee 
any thing of them. 

They then determined to advance towards Mel* 
role, in order to gain intelligence of fir Thomas 
Mufgrave and his companions. When they had 
dined, t&ey marched along; Tweedflde, on their 
way thither, apd fent fcouts over the river to learn 
J&ne news of them. 

Vol. IV. A a Xfc« 
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After the defeat Qn the plains of St. Giles, which 
I have j ufl: related, the fcouts metfeveral of their 
fellow -foldiers flying like men difcomfited, who 
'told them as much as they knew of the battle. 
Upon this, they returned, and with them the run- 
aways, who related truly what had pafled between 
the Englifh and Scots : they well knew they had 
been defeated, but were ignorant who had been 
killed or who made prifoner. 

The lords of Northumberland, on hearing this 
unfortunate intelligence, were very melancholy, 
and with reafon. They had two caufes for vexa- 
tion ; for having loft the battle, and for having 
miffed finding the Scots, whom they had been in 
fearch of. 

A numerous council, was aflernbledin the field* 
whether. or not to purfue the Scots: but as they 
did not know which way they had marched, and 
night approaching, they refolved to make for 
Melrofe, and fix their quarters there. 

Before they could accomplilh their march to 
Melrofe, they heard the truth of the event of the 
battle ; that fir Thomas Mufgrave, his fon, with 
feven fcore men at arms, had been made prifoners 
by the Scots, who were carrying them off, and 
had taken the road to Edinburgh. 

Theft barons then found that they muft fub- 
mit to their lofs, for help it they could not. They 
pafled the night as well as they were able, and on 
the morrow they decamped, when the earl of 
Northumberland gave permiflion for every one to 
return to his home : he himfelf retired into his own 
country. Thus was this expedition put an end to.* 

• • . The 
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' Tfce Scots returned to Edinburgh but not aD y 
For the earl of Douglas and his fon took the road 
to Dalkeith. This. great fuccefs which .they had 
ohtayied was a; gijeat \ iiaveky for Scotland. Tht; 
knighk ati<4 ftjuines treated their prifoners hand- 
fomely, x ranfomed them couftedufly, -aid did with 
them the beft they could. / We will now leave off 
lpeaking of die Scots, and relate other events 
which happened in France, 



CHAP. LXXIII. 

THE DEATHS OF THE QUEENS OF FRAtiCZ AN<* 
OF NAVARRE, AND THE RENEWAL OF *HE 

FEUDS BETWEEN THEIR TWO HUSBANDS, 

•. • '•■/.." 

/ T -s HIS r year, in the month of February, the 
" . ' queen" of France died, and, as the pKyfieians 
faid, by her own fault. She was with'child of the 
lady Catherine, who was afterwards 'duchefs of 
Berry. The queen, as I have before faid, was 
not very far advanced in her pregnancy; but the 
doctors had forbidden her bathing, as being full 
of danger : however, (he would perfift, . and con- 
tinued ufing baths, which brought on a mortal 
diforder. King Charles of France never married 
again. 

Soon after the death of the queen of France* 
the queen of Navarre died alfo. She was filter* 

A a a germao 
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gentian to die king of France* Upon her death , 
difputes arofc among the lawyers of the county of 
Evreux in Normandy : they (aid, that that county 
<was, by rightful fucceflion from 'the mother, de- 
volved to the children of the king of Navarre, 
who were fcparated from him, under age/ and in 
the guapdianfhip of king Charles their uncle. 

King Charles of Navarre was fo much fufpefted 
of having caufed, in former times, many ills to 
France, that he was not thought worthy of pof- 
feffing any inheritance in that kingdom under the 
name of his children* The conftable of France, 
therefore, returned from Aquitaine, where he had 
been a confiderable time with the duke of Anjou, 
and brought with him the lord of Mucident, that 
he might fee the king and become acquainted with 

him. 

The conftable was received by the king with 

great joy, as was the lord de Mucident on his ac- 
count. 

There were many fecret councils and conver- 
fations between the king and conftable, which 
were not immediately made public, refpe&ing the 
fituation of France . and Navarre. We will fhortly 
return to this bufinefs -, but, in order to chronicle 
juftlyall the events which at this period happened 
in the world, I will relate to you the beginning of 
that grand -fchifm which defolated the church, by 
which all Chriftendom was fhaken, and from which 
many evils were engendered and fpread abroad. 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

THE DEATH OF POPE GREGORY XI.— -AFTER THE 
SUDDEN DEATH OF HIS IMMEDIATE SUCCESSOR, 
THE CARDINALS ARE CONSTRAINED TO ELEQT 
VXKAN VI. WHICH CAUSES A SCfllSM IN THE 
CHURCH OF ROME. 

^SJ'OU have before hfcard how pope Grigtoy XT* 
filled the papaJ chair at Avignon. When he 
found there was not any likelihood of his bringing; 
about a peace between the kings of France and* 
England/ fce^was much difpleaftd, for he had la- 
boured K^rd at it, as well as the cardinals by his 
orders. He refblved, as a matter of devotion, ta 
j-evifit Rome and the holy fte, which St. Peter and 
S.Paul had edified and augmented; for he had 
jnade a vow to God, that if he fliouldever be 
raifed to fo eminent an honour as the papacy, he 
would never hold his feat but where St. Peter had 
placed it, 

This pope was of a delicate conftitution and 1 
fickly habit, fo that he fuffered more thaji another; 
and during his refidehcc at AVignon he was much 
engaged with the affairs of France, and fo much 
prefled by the king and his brothers, that he had 
not time to attend to his own concerns : he there- 
fore faid, he would place himfelf at a diftance, 

that he might enjoy more repofe. 

• • * 
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He made preparations in the moft ample manner 
becoming fuch a great prefonage, on the rivicra of 
Genoa and on all the roads/* Heiold his brethren 
tjie cardinals to provide for themfelves ; for,;6fcing 
refolved to go. to Rome, he fhould cert^ifalyrfii: 
out. On hearing this,, the cardinals were .tpudt 
furprifed and. vexed ; . for .they; remembered the 
Romans, and would willingly have . turned hurt • 
from taking this journey, but .they, could not. fj&jt 
ceed. 

.When the king of France ;was informed pf it/ 
he was in a violent paffion ; for when at Avignon 
he had him more under his power than ^ny .where 
elfe. He wrote, therefore, direiUy to his brother the 
duke of Anjou, atTouloufe, fignifying, that on the 
receipt of the letter, he fhoulfl fet oyt for Avig-, 
non, and endeavour, by talking to the pope, to , 
make him gave up his intended journey, >jV 

The duke of Anjou did what the king hacl \ 
ordered, and went to Avignon, where he w^s re- t 
ceived with great refpedt by the cardinals. He { 
took up his lodgings in the palace of the pope,, 
that he might have more frequent opportuiiitiqjpf 
of converfing with him. .. t /—•'•* 

You may eafily imagine that he acquitted him- * 
fejf ably in the different conventions he foad with 
the pope, to difiuadc him from his intentions of 
going to Rome ; but he would not liften to him 
on this fubjed:, nor give up any thing tfyat related 
to the affairs beyond the Alps : he prdere^, how- ; 
ever, four cardinals to remain at Avignon, to V 
whom he gave full powers for them to aft in $ 
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refpe&s, excepting fome papal cafes, which he 
had not the .power to delegate out of his owrt, 
hands. 

When the duke found that neither reafon nor 
entreaties could prevail with his holinefs to remain 
where he was, he took leave of him, and faid at 
his departure ; c Holy father, you are going into 
a country, and among people by whom you are 
but little loved. You leave the fountain of faith,-' 
and a kingdom wherein the church has more pie/V'; 
and excellence than in all the reft of the worlds 
By this aftion of yours, the churcH may, fall into 
great tribulation ; for fhould you die in that coun- 
try, (which is but too probable, as your phyficians 
declare) thefe Romans, who are a ftrange people 
and traitors, will be lords and mafters of all the 
cardinals, whom they will force to ele£t a pope ac- 
cording to their wi(hes.' 

Notwithftanding thefe fpeeches and reafons, he 
would not put off his journey, but fet out and ar-* 
rived at Marfeilles, where the galleys of Genoa, 
had been ordered to wait for him. The duke of 
Anjou returned to Touloufe*. 

Pope Gregory embarked at Marfeilles with a 
numerous attendance, and a favourable wind; 
landed him at Genoa. After having re-viftualle&* 
his galleys, he again embarked, and, makihgjait 
for Rome, difqmbarked not far from it. 
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• Denys Sauvage fays in a note, that it was after this return 
to Touloufe, he undertook the expediuon mentioned in the lxiiid 
chapter of this volume. 
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You muft know, that the Roman? were ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced at his arrival : the confute and 
all the principal nobility of Rome went out to meet 
him on horfeback with great pomp* and coi*-'. 
drifted him with triumph into that city. He took 
up his refidence in the Vatican, and often vifited a 
church within Rome whiph he was much attached 
to, and to which he had made many confiderable 
additions : it was called Santa IVJaria Maggiore. 
He died foon after his arrival in this fame church, 
in which he was buried, and there lies. His obr 
fequies were performed in a magnificent manner, 
as was becoming fo eminent a perfonage. 

The cardinals, (hortly after the death of pope 
Gregory, affembled in conclave at the Vatican. 
As foon as they had met to eleft a pope, accordr 
Jng to the ufual modes, who might be worthy and 
of fervice to the church, the Romans colle&ed in 
great numbers, in the fuburbs of St. Peter : they 
were, including all forts, upwards of thirty thour 
find, encouraging each other to do mifchief, if 
things did not go according to their wifhes. They 
came frecjuendy before the conclave, and faidj 
c Liften to us, my lords cardinals : allow us to 
elcfl: a pope : you are too long about it. Chufe a 
Roman, for we will not have one of any other 
country : if you Ihall eleft another, neither the 
Roman people nor the confute will copfider him as 
pope/ and you will run a ri(k of being all put to 
«fcath. f 

The cardinals heard thefe words, and being in 

the power of die Romans, were not at their eafc, 

- "" nor 



361 

nor aflbred of their lives : they therefore appeaffed 
their anger as well as they could. The wicked- 
pefs of the Romans arofe to fuch a height; 
that thofe who were iieareft the conclave 
broke in, to frighten the cardinals, in order that; 
they might th« fooner decide in favour of him 
whom they wiflied. The cardinals were much 
alarmed, fearing they woulcf all be put to death, 
and fled, fomc one way, fome another. 

The Romans, however, would not fuffer them 
to depart, but colledted them again together 
whether they would or not. The cardinals, find- 
ing thcmfelves in their power and in great danger, 
made quickly an end of the bufinefs, to appeafe 
the people : and, though it was not done through 
devotion, yet they made a good eledtion of a very 
devout man, a Roman, whom pope Urban V, 
had raifed to the purple : he was called the Car- 
dinat of St. Peter. 

This eleftionj pleafed the Romans exceedingly, 
^nd the good man had all the rights attached to 
the papacy ; but he only lived three days, and I 
will tell you the reafon. The Romans, being de- 
firous of having a pope from their own nation, 
were fo much rejoiced at the election falling as it 
had done on the cardinal of St. Peter, that they 
took the good man, who was at leaft one hundred 
years of age, and placing him on a white mule, 
carried him in triumph, for fuch a length of time, 
through Rome, out of wickednefs and in exulta- 
tion of their viftory over the cardinals by having 
gained a Roman pope, that the fatigue was too 

much 
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much for him. On the third day, he took to 

» . *. ■ * ' 

his bed, and died, and was buried in .the church 
of St.Peter. .• . „ , , . . ,-. - . 

The cardinals were. much vexed at the d^ath-of. 
the pope; for- as they faw. things. wf re, 'taking a ; 
wrong tyro, .they had^deterpinad, :during»fhe .lifer 
of this pope, to have, c^ffenx^led with the Romans,.. 
for two or three, years, ■ and to fix the feat -of. 
the divirch . elfewhere than at Rome, at Naples 
or Genoa, out. qf,thepowqr of the Romans.. 

This would have been carried into execution*. 

— ...» i ■»* • ■» •' ■ ■ * \ • »»•..«*■•« 

but the pontiff's death deranged ..every thing. ; 
The cardinals aflembled in conclave in greater, 
danger than before -, for the populace "colle<51;wl ^ 
large, bodies before St. Peter's, fhewing plainly, 
that they would not fcruple to deftroy them unlefs 
they elefted a pope according to their pleafure. 
They kept crying out before the conclave,, € Qon-^ 
fider, my lords cardinals j confider well what you 
are about, and give us a Roman pope, who will re- 
fide among us j otherwife we will make your heads 
much redder than your hats.' 

Such fpeeches and menaces frightened the car-, 
dinals, for they wished- rather to die, confeffcKs. 
than martyrs : to free themfelves from, all danger,; 
they began to deliberate on the choice of a pope, . 

but it fell not on one of their brother-cardinals. 

. . . * . - 

They elected the archbifhop of Bari, a very learned 
man, who had laboured much for the church.. 
With this promotion to the papacy the Romans . 
were fatisfied.- 
The cardinal of Geneva put his head out of one 

of 
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of the windows of the conclave, and, £allfhgout 
aloud to the Roman populace, faid, 'Beappeafed, 
for you have a Roifaan poniitf/fiapthftlomew Prig- 
nano archbUhpp of Bari.' ■' ■! , 

The- people unanimoufly anfwered, * We ar6? 
fatis$e4.; ;;-- 

The : archbifhop was not at this . mqnjent at 
Rome, but, as I believe, at Naples. He was 
immediately fent for, and, being much pleafecl.at 
tfte event, came dire&ly to Rome to fhew himfelf 
to the cardinals. . . . - ' ' T ^ 

On hi$ Arrival, great feafts were made: he 
was elevated, and had all the powers of the papacy* ■ 
He took the narfie of Urban VI. This name was. . 
very gratifying to the Romans, on accoun of; ' 
Urban V, who had much loved them. '." 

His elevation was publifhed in all the churches : 
in Chriftendom, and made known to the different 
potentates, emperors, kings, dukes and earls. 
The cardinals wrote alfo to their friendsj to in- 
form them that they had chofen a pope by a 
good and fair eleftion, of which feveral repented 
afterwards. 

This pope renewed all the graces and pardons 
which his prtdeceflbrhad given, fo that, divers 
left thiir own countries a&d repaired to -Rome to 
receiVe'thcm. • •» L : * ..." .j • 

We will now for ajwhil^ leave this matter, and 
return to the principal objeft of ,our hiftory, the 
affairs of France. 

. *.■ . .c. \ r t i . : *V • 
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CHAP LXXV. 

THE KING OF NAVARRE SENDS AMBASSADORS 
TO FRANCE, IN HOPES OF REGAINING POS- 

SESSION OF HIS CHILDREN. TWO OF HIS 

PEOPLE ARE CONVICTED OF HAVING AT- 
TEMPTED TO POISON THE KING OF FRANCE 

YOU have before heard, that after the death 
of the queen of Navarre, lifter to the king 
of France, there were many perfoos vho, from 
love to one and hatred to the other, had declared 
that the inheritance of the children of thje king of 
- Navarre, which had fallen to them op their mo- 
ther's deceafe, was legally their due; and that 
the king of France, their uncle by the .mother'* 
fide,' had a right to the guardianfhip of them, 
and the management, in their name, of all, the 
lands which the king of Navarre held in Nor- 
mandy, until his nephews fhpuld be of age*. 

The king of Navarre was fufpicioys pf fome- 
thing being propofed like . to the above, for he 
was well acquainted with the laws and cuftoms of 
Franca. .He therefore determined to fend the 
bifhop of Pampelana and fir Martin de le 



* Denys Sauvage fays, in a marginal note, that he does not 
nnderftand this ; for the kings of Navarre, from father to fon, 
were the legal inheritors of the county of Evreux ; nor how 
the children could claim any right from their mother. 

Carra 
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Carra into France, to entreat the king in the moft 
amicable manner, that ouf of love to him, he 
would fend him his two fons> Charles and Peter $ 
and that, if it were not agreeable to the king to 
allow of both coming to him> he at leaft would 
let him have Charles, for a treaty of marriage 
was in contemplation between him and the 
daughter of king Henry of Caftille. He refolved, 
notwithftanding this cmbafly to France, to order 
his caftlefc in Normandy to be fecretly inlpefted 
and reinforced, that the French might not feize 
them ; for, if they were not ftrengthened in every 
refpeft, they might do fo; and, fhould'they once 
get poffeflion* he could not regain them when he 
pleafed. 

He made choice, for this bufihefs, of two 
valiant men at arms of Navarre, in whom he had 
great confidence, whofe names were Peter de Bafille 
and Ferrando. 

The bifhop pf Pampeluna and fir Martin de Ja 
Carra arrived in France, and had long conferences 
with the king, to whom, with much reverence, 
they recommended the king of Navarre, and en- 
treated of him that he would fuffer his two fons to 
depart. The king replied, that he would confider 
of it. . 

They afterwards received an anfwer in the king's 
name, his majefty being prefent, that c the king 
wifhed to have his nephews, the children of Na** 
varre, near him : that they could not be any 
where better placed : and that the king of Navarre 
ought to* prefer their being with their uncle, the 

king 
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king of* Prance, to any other perfon: that-Jie; 
would not allow either of them to leave him, but 
would keep them near his perfon, and form them 
a magnificent eftablifhment, fuitable to their rank 
as fons of a king, and his own nephews.* This 
was ail they coulcf obtain. 

During the time thefe ambafladors were in 
France, Peter de Bafille and Ferrando arrived at 
Cherbourg with many (lores. Thefe two vifited, 
4>y orders of the king of Navarre, the whole county 
of Evreux, renewed the officers, and placed others 
in the different forts, according to their pleafure. 

The bifhop of Pampeluna and fir Martin de la 
Carra returned to Navarre, and related to the king, 
whom they met at Tudelle*, all that had pafled 
in France. The king was not well pleafed that 
she could not have his children, and conceived a- 
violent hatred againft the king of France, which he 
would have fhewn if he had had the power ; but he 
was incapable of hurting that kingdom, and befides 
he had not- formed any alliances. He thought it, 
therefore, fetter to diflemble, until he fhould have, 
greater <;aufe of complaint, and more real evils be 
done unto him. 

The king of France and his council received in-, 
formation that the king of Navarre was reinforcing ; 
all the caftles and towns in Normandy,- which he 
called his own ; and they knew not what to think 
of .his; qqndua:. : " ; . t ^ p 

- At this time the re was a fecret armament formed 

■ " • * * - • ■ • ■ - » . • ■ . .*.-*.... 

■iW H « ■ ■■ ■ ■■■ - , --- . -■■ ■■■■ ' ■ ■» - ' ■• i . ' ' . ■' ,. ; ■ ■ « | » 

» . ' r ' * * 

'. • TudcUc'^a village in-Armagn&c/ diefcrfe of Audi; . 

* in 
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in England, of two thousand men at arms, who 
were embarked, but without any horfes, of which 
the duke of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge were 
the commanders. 

The Normans, hearing of it, had informed the 
king of France that this expedition was certainly 
intended for the coafts of Normandy, but they 
could not fay whither it had failed. Others fup- 
pofed it to have been undertaken' by the advice of 
the king of Navarre, who meant. to deliver up to 
the Englifh his ftrong places in Normandy.* 

The king/of France was alfo told, that he muft 
haften hls v preparations/ if he wifhed to be matter 
of thefe catties, ahd that it had been too long de- 
kyed $ fdr, ifHbe Englifh ftiould once gain them, 
they* would be- enabled to harafs : France very much, 
arid they could not obtain a> more convenient en- 
trance into the kingdom than by being pofleflbrs of 
the towns and catties of the king of Navarre. 

Two fecretaries of the king of Navarre were 
arretted in France, a lawyer and a fquire : the 
harfie of the firft was Peter, du Tertre,* and the 
Ifetfoer Jaffifes deRjud: they Were conciu&ed to r Paris 
f6r examination, and were fotind lb* iritifiiately con- 
nected with: the 'king 'of Navarre's intentjfc>ns of 
poifoning the king of France that they wefe con- 
demned to death, and Were executed and quartered 
at Paris accordingly. 
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CHAP, LXXVI. 

TtfE KING OF FRANCE ORDERS THE POSSESSIONS 
OF THE KING OF NAVARRE TO BE SEIZED, AS 

WELL IN NORMANDY AS IN LANGUEDOC* THE 

KING OF NAVARRE FORMS AN ALLIANCE 

WITH THE ENGLISH. THE TERMS OF' THAT 

ALLIANCE. 

■ 

'TNHESE machinations and wicked attempts of 
the king of Navarre were fo numerous that 
the king of France fwore he would not undertake 
any thing before he had driven lym out of Nor- 
mandy, and had gained pofieffion, for his nephews, 
of every town and caftle which the king of Navarre 
held there. 

Every day brought frefh information, and worfe 
news refpefting the king of Navarre, to the palace 
of king Charles, It was currently reported that 
the duke of Lancafter was to give his daughtci*^- 
Catharine to the king of Navarre, who, in return, 
was to deliver up to him the whole county of 
Evreux. 

Thefe reports were readily believed in France, 
for the king of Navarre had but few friends there. 
The king of France, at this period, went to refide 
at Rouen, where he had fummoned a large body oC 
men arms, and had given the command of it to 
the lords de Coucy and de la Riviere, who advan- 
ced to Bayeux, a city in Normandy attached to 

Navarre* 



X 






369 

Navarre* Thefe barons had with them the lord 
Charles and lord Peter, the two fons of the king 
of Navarre, to (hew to the whole country and to 
the county of Evreux, that the war they were carry- 
ing on was in behalf of thefe children, and for the 
inheritance which belonged to them in right of 
their mother, and which the king of Navarre 
wrongfully withheld. 

However, the greater part of the men at arms 
were fo much attached to the king of Navarre, 
that they would not quit his fervice : the Navarrois 
wh<* were collefted in Bayeux, as well as thofe 
whom he had fent thither, maintained* the war for 
him handfomely. 

• The king of France . ordered cortimiffidners to 
Montptllier, to feize all the lands and lordflftps ' 
which were in the f, p6ffeffion of the : kin£ of 
Navarre. " 

• When thefe commiflioners, fir William des 
Dormans and fit John le Merrier j were arrived at 
Mo*ttpettier> they fent for the principal inhabi- 
tants*? to whom they fhdwed their inftru&ionsl 

• Thofe of Montpellier obeyed. -Indeed- it was 
neceflkryi for them to dp fo; for had they a&ed 
othenfriie t\\ty would have fuffered'for it, as the 
duke of Anjou and the conftable of Ffance had 
indirect* their tsjffiibries, with a £onfiderable fo*ce, 
iriao jfeifhed for nothing better 1 than to carry \)bi 
war thither. . ; / ^ ; • ' i-'-^ oJ i ^"- 
ib{ihvo:knights df<Normlw^yig9^efttcrf^ofM4h<^ 

jpdlittrv/far the k*ftg of NaivatfeY Were^ ffiade 'ptf^ 
doners by owfiirs; rf Of th& kihjg of ? #mifcfe, is\vrt&£ 
t--*\6M. IV. B b alio 
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alfo fir Guy de Gray ilk and fir Liger d'Argefii 
who remained a lqng time, in Confinement. Thus 
was the town of Montpellier and all the barony 
feized by the French. 

We will now return to the army of Normandy, 
and relate how the lords de Coucy and dc la Rir 
viere went on. They advanced tq Baycux, and 
laid fiege to it. The garrifon- towns pf Navarre 
had clofpd- their gates againft the French, and 
(hewed no intentions k of fpeedily furrendering them; 

When the king of Navarre heard that the French 
had feized the tovyn and territory of Montpellier, 
»nd that a large. army was in .the county .of Evueux, 
where they were pillaging and deftroying his towns 
$nd caftles, he held many conferences on thelc 
iutyeft* .with thofe in whom he placed the greateft 
trufh It w#s determined in thefe councils, that as 
he could not receive any affiftance but from Engr 
land, he Should fend thither a perfcn in whom he 
confided, with credential letters, to know if the 
young king Richard and his council yrcrc willing 
to form an alliance with him, and to afitire diem, 
{hat from henceforward he would fwear to be 
true and loyal to the Englijh, and would place in 
their haads all the cafttes which ho poffeffed in 
Normandy, 

Xo execute this en$*affy«> Eogland, ha calkd 
to him a lawyer in whom h$ greatly truftcd, mi 
faid to him •> ' Mafter Pafchal, you wall fdt out 
fop Epgfcnd, . »d.^|qag^/Q. as .ttfresitf n Ito roc itfich 
gppfl nejys, for from, Mb day forward I wiU be 
^wlfrin my $Waage ,witb thfe Eflgliffiu '< » - <*■ 
c:^ , <i'ii • Mafter 
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Mafter Pafchal prepared to do what he had been 
ordered ; and, having rtiade himfelf ready/ he 
embarked, made fail, and landed in Cornwall, and 
from thence journeyed on until he arrived at 
Sheen, near London, where the king refided. He 
approached his perfon, and recommended to his 
majefty his lord the king of Navarre. 

The king entertained him handfomely. There 
were prefent the, earl of Salisbury and fir Simon 
Burley, who entered into the converfation and an- 
fwered for the king, faying his majefty would 
fhortly come to London, and fummon his council 
on a day fixed on between them. 

Matter Pafchal, at this council, informed the 
king of all that he had been charged to fay : he 
harangued fo ably and eloquently that he was 
liftencd to with pleafure. The council for the 
king replied, that the offers which the king of 
Navarre had made were worth attending to ; but 
that, in order to form fo extenfive an alliance as 
the 'king of Navarre was defirous of making, it 
would be neceflary for him to come over hilnfelf, 
that he might more fully explain every thing, for 
the affair feemed well deferving of it. 

On this, the council broke up, and itiafter Paf- 
chal returned *to Navarre, when he related to the 
king that the young king of England and his coun-. 
cil were defirous of feeing him. The king re-r 
plied, he would go thither, and ordered a veffel, 
called a lin*, to be prepared, which fails with atf 

■ H i > t m | ■ P I* — ^*M» 

.;.-\if* .&*?'"""* ^ ucca ' or ^ ma ^ frigate— Du Cance. 
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winds, ,and without danger. He embarked on 
b*ard this veflel, with a fmall attendance: he, 
however, took with him fir Martin de la Carra 
and mafter Pafchal. 

The king of France, fome. litde time before he 
fet out for Rouen, had conceived a great hatred 
againfl: the king of Navarre : he was informed 
fecredy, by fome of his houfehold, of all his ne- 
gotiations with England : in confequence, he had 
managed fp well with king Henry of Caftille, that 
he had fentthe king of Navarre his defiance, and 
had commenced a fevere war againfl: him. 

The king of Navarre had therefore, before his 
embarkation, left the vifcount de Caftillon, the 
lord de y Leftrac, fir Peter de Vienne and Bafcle, 
with a large body of men at arms, as well from 
his own country as from the county of Foix, with 
orders to defend his kingdom and his forts againfl 
the Spaniards. 

He embarked with a very favourable wind, 
which landed him in Cornwall; from whence he 
journeyed until he came to Windfor, where king 
Richard and his council were. He was received 
there with great joy j for they thought they might 
gain much from him in Normandy, more efpeci- 
ally the caftle of Cherbourg, which die EnglUh 
were very defirous of pofiefling. 

The king of Navarre explained to the king of 
England and his council, in a clear manner, with 
Eloquent language, his wants, and his reafons for 
coming, fo that he was willingly attended to, and 
received fuch promifes of fuccour that he was well 

.' -' ll: "" fatisfied. 
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fatlsfied. I will infoftfo ybii whftti-eatftfS $'t& «?- 
tcrcd into between the' twoKifigs^. :r " : * 

'.'• The king of Navarfc fcflga^ed tb ! remain :s ftjr 
ever true and loyal to* the Ehglifti, arid<rieref to 
make^Mf peace with the kifrgs i4f' Fraribir bt 4 
Caftrlle without the : ^ confent'ofthe k&n* of' £h]£* 
land. He engaged to put tfhe^ftle .^f Ch^rtfi^ 
into the hands of the kirig : 6f-EngIahdy : %hb^ras 
to guard it for thiee -yefcr* at his owh cdftS 7 ffl^ 
charge*, but the lordlhij) -arid fifrtkigt^^pfy 
were to; remain in disking 6f -tfMWfc. V fcptto? 
Eoglifh (hould be able/ by fotxe^arhrtj 1 tor^gHff- 
any of the towns or caftles which tfte kift^ ir 6F 
Navarre then bad ih ^6iiii^y 9 '-i&omtke'P^ndKJ 
they, were to; remain withrthe / Eriglilb; , a;he Idrft- 
fliif% howevef, refting In the king; of Navarrt*; r : 

The'JEnglilh were rriiich pleafed with theft; 
terms, becaufe they gained a good ehtfance' to : 
France through Normandy, which was very con* 
venient for them. 

The king of England ^ronfifett to fend, at this 
feafon, a thoufand fpears and two thoufand archers, 
by the river Gifon^e ff om 9qprdeaux to Cay- 
enne ; and thefe men at arms were to enter Na- 
varr^ ^nd make war on the king p£ „^^ftiUg* r 
^hey were QOt to quit fJie king noj: .the kipg^Igxn 
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* Sec Rymer-rfor the paflport to the king of Navarre, and 
the treaty $t length, an. reg. JUc. II. ■ V; T ' K -X 

T^erpajffport for Charles of Navarre h dated a year later tiflur- 
FroiiTart mentions. It is in Rymer dated the 1 2th Auguft, 
from the manor of Clarendon, 1 370, to continue to the feaft r 
of St. John Baptift following, for five hundred peffoas. 
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of Navarre (b long as there ftould be war between 
the kings of Navarre and Caftijle- $ut thefc men 
$t arms and arcjiers, on ci^teriag the territories of 
Navarre, , were to be paid and clothed by the king 
pf Navarre as was becoming th?rp, ami on tha 
&mo footing as. the king of England >wps accuf* 
Coined to p?y His foyers, , : 
, , Different treaties, alliances and regulations were 
^kawi>: up, figned, fcakd and (worn to, beatee* 
$e,IKiag& pf England and Nkvafjre^ which: were 
tpkrably well obfervecj. Ii^, this council) the king 
,9*mc4 fijeh member^, a* were ordered to Nai> 
mandy, and thofe ^rho ^ere to go tQ Novate; 
because neither the ctyke qf jtvicafter, the earl of 
C^nhridge ? nor the dufce of : jbifitanx» wrc pre-* 
fent at thefc treaties, it was revived *o ffnd copies 
fcaled to them, in or4er that they might haftca tQ 
ipyadc Normandy. 
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CHAP. Lxxvn. 



THE CORPS DB COUCT AND DE LA JWVIEB^ 
f "^AKTB SEVERAL PLACES IK THE COUNTY^ OF 
SVREtHE FROM THE KtHG OF tfAVARRff. 

, , . .... 

JTING Charles of France, being wife and fabric 
^» (as his whole life plainly fhevired')', had re- 
afiyed information of the atmameirt in England, 

but was igwxa^t whkber if vw ta.fcil* W Jf«^ 

- mandy 
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irtandy ot firittany. On account of diefe- dotibts, 
fee had kept ifi tluf latter cbuntfy a large Body at 
ttttn at tfrma, under the corrtmand of the lards (S! 
CKffonv dfc Laval, the VHcourit de Rofian, the? 
kfrds de Beaumanoir and de Hjoehefarfr They* 
had befieged Breft fey bldcfc-fcoufe* only, to pre-: 
v*nt anj^provifidfc frotri entering. 

The governor bf Breft wa* a vafiaAt EftgRffif 
fquiW called James Gfcfrk. ; ;? 

: No#, befcaufe the- king of Friihee kiWw oftli? 
king of Navarre 5 ** voyfcge to England, in the 
hope* o£ fontaihg ah itttarici #itftr his afdfveffiry 
thtf king of England, he firfpfc&ed tha* thfcnmf 
Armament wouSd land in Nonnantiy, and ftizc by 
(ore* thofe caftfcs* ^hich- belonged to tW king of 
Ndvfcrrt!: he' dkftfoWc' in ftafte fcrit orders? to the' 
I'dtfdrfde Goucy and de & fcviere, ftatirig t& them 
h& ftrfpietons, with orders to conquer, By' rite* 
$eedieft iriodes ^offible, all caftles, morcparricu- 
fefly foci asr we*e neatf to tfrd fta-coaffiy by' fohitf 
* by' riigofetion.- Hi knew that Cherbourg was 1 
ntf£ eafy ^6 be take*, and alio tihat it edidft riot be'' 
f#hfoi<ee<! 6n the land &fe. 
- The- king of France had likewife ordered large 1 ; 
bodies of njen at aitas 1 to Valognes* from th& 
lower parts of Brittany. Sir Oliver du Qttefclftr 
<<kftfi*anded' the Bretons j and die lord d'lvoy and 
fir Perceval weri the leaders of the Normans. 



. * ValogBtfs,-?-* town in Noimandy ; it lies between Cher* 
hourg and Carentan. 
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departed, and came before the cattle of Moli- 
neaux*, which in three days capitulated. They 
advanced to Conchesj*, and encamped on the 
banks of the beautiful .river Orae* which runs by 
Caen, and thtire refrdhed therafclves, tmtil they 
kriew the inclinations of the inhabitants, who 
Shortly fur* eifcdered oa terms ; for the lords de 
Cottcy and dd la Riviere having: the heir of Navarre 
with them gave a good colour to their proceed* 

ings. 

•_ . . Hbwcvei, when any towta or caftle furrendered 
tffclf to the king of France, or to his coAraifia- 
lies, there *as al condition in the treaty,, that aQ 
fihofe whb chofe to depart might go wherever they* 
pfeafed : thofe who did depart only weqfr to Ev* 
tcuxy of which Ferrando, * ^avarrois, was go* 
vcrhor. 

r After the conqwft of Gonches, which wi* 
gained, a$ you have heard, by treaty* they ad-* 
vanced before Pafly $, where there wW: an* aflauk ; 
l»any Were killed and wounded Oq both fide*. That 
feme day the caftle furtendered to Ae king, of 
France: they then marched away. In fhoi*, all 
that the king of Navarre poflefled in. Normandy 
fofrendercdj exeepthig, Eyreun and Cherbourg 
When they had Wondifferertt fdnall forts, and placedl 
the whole country under the obedience of die king- 
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• Molineaux,— a village in, Normandy, ele&jon of Caeiu 
Y Cqnches,— a market town in Normandy, near Evreux. 
t farfy,— tfttforn iti itdnriatody, fbdr le^nrslrbntJSrreur. 
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of France, they laid liege to Evreux, which was 
cut off from any communication with Cherbourg. 
In Evreux there was, according to cuftom, 
the ftfongeft garrifon of Navarrois in Normandy ; 
and the inhabitants never perfectly loved any other 
lord but the king of Navarre. The place was 
clofely befieged. It held out for a long time ; for 
Ferrando the governor, performed in perfon 
ieveral gallant deeds of arms. 

About this time the king of Navarre, being re- 
turned to his own country, expefted to have had 
fame alliftance from the Englilh ; but it does not 
appear thai he had any fuccours from them, for 
the duke of Lancafterand the earl of Cambridge, 
before thefe treaties had been entered on, had ex- 
perienced very contrary winds for their voyage to 
Normandy, and fo numerous a levy as had been 
ordered of four thoufand men at arms and eight 
thouiand archers, could not immediately be afiem- 
bled at Southampton, where they were ro embark. 
It was St. John Baptift'a day before they were all 
collected and had failed from England. The earl 
of Salilbury and fir John Arundel were t frill at. 
Plymouth, who ought to hav« reinforced Breft 
and Hennebon*; but they had wanted wind, fo 
that they joined the duke of Lancafter and earl of 
Cambridge's army, 

They landed on the ifle of Wight, where they 
remained fome time waiting for intelligence, and 
to know whether they fbould fail for Normandy or 



* Hennebon. Denyr Sauvage thinks it fliould be Aubray, 
or Dcrval, iniUj.il or Hennebon. 

Bnttany : 
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Brittany: theythfere learnt that thp French fleet 
was atfea, on which fir. John Arundel was ordered 
back to Southampton, with ( two hundred men at 
arms and four hundred arched to defend that 
place* «.».:-. v i _■■ . 
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THZ DUKE 0* ANJOU RETAINS LARGE BOblES ftf 
.MEN AT ARMS AGAINSt THE Btf dLfSH.—tHJ? 
« /SPANIARDS LAY SIBOE TO BATONNE. 






/Tf\N account of~ rfic~mfWrmation : the king of 
V Franee had receive^ ffdrti the Normans; that 
the Englifli were in great force at fea, but doubt-' 
ful whither it was diredted* he had iffued a fpedal 
£ummons throughout his realm fof every knight 
and fquire, according to his degree, to keep him* 
fijkf fully prepared' to march to whatever part he 
ftiould be.ordered. ;/:/-. - : 

TAe dukeiof^A^du had alfo, at thfc period, re- 
tained large bodies *>$ men at 1 arms from all quarV 
tersi with* ;che intention of laying fiege tti Bour- 
deaux. He had with him his brother the duke dip 
Berry, the cortfta,bf^ of Prance, and all the fiowe? 
of, knighthood ■* from Gafcony, Au vergrie, 1 Poitou 
and Liraoufiri. . Ih toftfefr to Wr«Jh their enterprizc, 
he had raifcd air innnenfe "army, and had alfo, * 
withrthe-eoWfent bf the king of Ffance, coDei^l 

. ■''•■Mi 1 * ". i * ** * • 1 4 " « • 

two 
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• two hundred thoufand francs in Languedoc ; but he 
could not at prcfcnt undertake this fiege, for . the 
king of France had recalled the duke-of Berry, the 
conftable and other barons, on whofe afliftancc 
he had depended, as it was well known the 
Epglifh were at Tea, but uncertain in what part of 
the kingdom they would attempt to land. 

Notwithftanding this expedition from Languedoc 
had failed, the poor people who had been fo hard 
prefied to pay fuch large fums were never repaid 
any part. 

The king of Caftille, about this time, laid fiege 
to Bayonne with full twenty thoufand Spaniards and 
Caftillians : he began the fiege in the winter, and 
continued it through that whole feafon. Many 
gallant deeds were performed there by fea and 
land, for Roderigo le Roux, don Fernando de 
Caftille, Ambrofe de Boccanegra arid Peter Bafcle, 
lay at anchor before Bayonne with two hundrd 
veflels, and gave fufficiency of employment to its 
inhabitants. The governor of the town at the 
rime was a right valiant knight from England;, 
called fir Matthew Gournay. 

His good fcnfe and prowefs were, as I have 
been informed, of great afliftance to the townfmen. 
I have heard from fome of thofe ; who were be- 
fieged, that the Spaniards would- have fucceeded 
in their attempt on Bayonne, had not a great taorr 
tality affli&ed their army,, fo that out of .five who 
were taken ill three died. 

~!Cing Henry had with him a necromancer from 
Ttttedoi who -declared that the whole^airVas pbi- 

-■■■■■■■ .- -^ ■ : /ibAed, 
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-foncd and corrupted, and that no remedy could be 
had for it without rifking the death of all. In con- 
sequence of this decifion, the king broke up the 
fiege; but the Spaniards and Bretons had con- 
quered a number of fmall forts and caftles in the 
• adjacent country, into which they entered ; and 
the king went to refrefh himfelf at la Coulongne*. 
He fent his conftable, with ten thoyfand men, to 
lay fiege to Pampeluna, 

In that city were the vifcount de Caftillan, the 
lord de Lefcut and le Bafcle, with two hundred 
lances in the whole, who carefully guarded the 
place. The king of Navarre, who had but lately 
returned from England, refided at Tudelle, impa- 
tiently expe&ing the fuccours which were to come 
to him from England, and which indeed had been 
ordered; for, by dircftions from the king and 
council, the lord Neville and fir Thomas de 
Termes,f were at Plymouth, or in that neigh- 
bourhood, with about one thoufand men at arms 
and two thoufand archers, and were laying in their 
ftores for the voyage to Bourdeaux ; but they had 
not met with a paflage according their wifhes. 

With regard to the great army under the com- 
mand of the duke of Lancafter, at laft it landed 
near to St. Malo : news of which was foon carried 
to the Breton lords of the French party, and im- 
mediately the vifcount de Bellicre, fir Henry de 
Matatrait and the lord de Combor left their habi- 



• La Coulongne. Sala calls it Calongae. Q^ if pot QxqgPf* 
+ De Termes. Q, Sir Thomas Trivet. 
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tations, and flung thcmfelves into St. Malo with 
two hundred men at arms, to the great joy of Mor- 
fonace the governor, who otherwifc would have 
been hardly puihed. 
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